An ALL-WIN solution for the ACIM copyright dispute?

In response to the Forgiveness First Initiative's request of three days ago, for a minor deferment (until after the FFI's June 13-16 healing conference in Kamloops, BC, has taken place) of the Jury Trial Date of the pending Copyright Dispute between the Foundation for ACIM and Endeavor Academy, Judge Robert Sweet promptly answered:  "Gentlemen, I hope you will be able to resolve the dispute.  It is scheduled for trial on June 11th.  Godd [sic] luck. RWS"   

In response to our sharing of Sweet’s response via a subsequent general email, a Course student who happens also to be a lawyer, offered us the following comments to take into account:

"His Honor's response certainly does not seem "response”-ive to FFI's timing.

"Maybe His Honor is also not "response"-able?  In other words, postponement might be possible only through a motion made by a litigant.  His Honor might not be in a position to recognize such a motion when it is made by a non-litigant."

This legal perspective is most probably correct, in spite of the fact that this trial date has already undergone many changes (from May 6th, to June 4th, to June 10th, and now to June 11th), and was, in fact, a point that FFI briefly touched upon in its original April 8th communication to Judge Sweet, in response to which we hoped that the good judge himself might even see fit to inspire such a motion from one of the litigants (i.e., that the trial be postponed until after the Kamloops gathering). Thus far, such a motion has not been filed.  And without such motion, it would seem that the June 11th trial date is now a pretty firm one.

But does it need to be? Even at this late date, six years after Penguin Books launched the original law suit against the New Christian Church of Full Endeavor (a.k.a. Endeavor Academy) – and especially given the possibility that a far more attractive and desirable solution may be found for the entire ACIM community through the FFI's alignment and healing conference of June 13-16 – it seems inappropriate for any ACIM student who holds himself accountable to the Course’s principles to rule out the possibility of an out-of-court miracle based on the forgiveness teachings that the Course proclaims in Lesson 71 as "God's plan for salvation." 

As we see it, there are two scenarios to reflect upon at this time.  

The first scenario is what all ACIM students have come to know as the ego's plan for salvation (Lesson 78), the resolution of "grievances" through adversarial means, as conditioned in this instance by the State of New York's adversarial legal system. From the Course’s perspective, this is simply violence or warfare disguised by the ego to appear as something else, however "civil" it may be suited.

Looking at this scenario "objectively," a strong legal argument may now be made in support of Endeavor Academy's contention that it now has irrefutable evidence (through its recent "smoking gun" revelations) that the document known as "A Course in Miracles" can no longer be regarded as anything but a public domain document because of its now demonstrably widespread unprotected distribution prior to the establishment of its officially copyright status.  This also assumes, however, that no fair-minded jury, given especially the evidence that is now available, could possibly arrive at any different kind of interpretation or conclusion. 

However, as we look at this scenario with the “objectivity” of those who will determine its disposition, it seems to us – particularly in civil cases, and most especially when a lot of money is involved and precedents can be and are taken very carefully into account – that the outcomes of jury trials are notoriously unpredictable in civil suits like these.  

Furthermore, we are mindful of the “objectivity” associated with the trial’s venue. This case is being tried in the heart of the New York City, before a New York City jury:

· a city that could be very easily described as "the copyright capitol of the United States"; 

· the city where Ken Wapnick was born, raised, and educated, and who now is being represented by a very prestigious New York law firm that is strongly and adeptly biased in favor of maintaining copyrights of all kinds; 

· a city whose jurors, however carefully selected, cannot help but reflect the same bias;

· a city in which a small church group from Wisconsin would seem irrelevantly if not contemptuously remote and insignificant from the established New Yorker’s perspective.


In short: in an ego-dominated scenario of this type, nothing can be taken for granted.  Literally anything could happen.

Why follow such a scenario when there is so obviously "a (much) better way" for anything to happen through God's plan, and most particularly for those who are familiar with ACIM teachings, which are all about rising "above the battleground" by learning how to forgive within the illusion of time and space in a truly profound way - with the Holy Spirit's help?  

The litigants in this case may disagree on many things; nonetheless, as Course students and teachers, they are not known to disagree on their final point of spiritual reference; namely, the Holy Spirit, our Higher Self, or God.  That point of reference is likewise the intended foundation of the Kamloops aligning and healing conference on June 13-16.  

We ask only that one or both of the litigants in the current copyright dispute be willing to give God a chance by filing a motion for an additional one-week deferment of this case - and then to experience, first hand, what miracles may come forth from such a simple motion.

Putting forgiveness first,

Val Scott and Noel McInnis
Founders
Forgiveness First Initiative 

P.S.  From the foundation of our own Course-grounded “objectivity” – the “objectivity” we are seeing from, rather than the objects we are looking at – three understandings are central to our perspective on the prevailing turbulence concerning the ACIM copyright issue: 

· our understanding of ACIM Workbook Lesson #5, "I am never upset for the reason I think.";

· our further understanding that nowhere else in ACIM are we taught “yeah, but,” or that we are obliged to “render unto seizure that which is seizure’s.” 

Please see www.choosingforgiveness.org/ffi.htm for more about our June 13-16 aligning and healing conference.
