FFI's Reward Principle - What It Is, and Why.

"Never forget, then, that you set the value on what you receive, and price it by what you give."  (ACIM Text 9.II.11.1)

"To the world, generosity means "giving away" in the sense of "giving up."  To the teachers of God, it means giving away in order to keep."  (ACIM Manual for Teachers, 4.VII.14.1.4-5)

"Only an unhealed healer would try to heal for money, and he will not succeed to the extent to which he values it.  Nor will he find his healing in the process."  

"Physician, healer, therapist, teacher, heal thyself."  

(From the ACIM Psychotherapy: Purpose, Process and Practice supplement, on "The Question of Payment," page 21, para 2.1, and page 22, para 1.1)

These words, for me, are truly radical in their implications, and, if taken to heart, and through the mind, would transform most of the world's existing social, economic, and political systems or practises - literally from the inside out, would they not?  

Before entering into a discussion on this, I find it worthwhile to ask myself, from time to time, whether "demonstration models" like Socrates, Jesus, Gandhi, ML King, and Mother Teresa would have any difficulty at all with what these words are conveying to us, or are meant to imply - or, indeed, find them objectionable in any way.  I suspect not.  

So what do they mean?

To me they mean exactly what they say: as spiritual beings undergoing a human experience, each one of us is totally responsible for receiving "value," and "price" that value in whatever way that might be appropriate for us.  And that does not need to mean in a transactional way; but as guided from within - consciously - implying that the "price" we choose to set cannot help but be "right," no matter what it might appear to look like outwardly.  It implies that giving and receiving value is literally one and the same - a pure energy, or healing, exchange - which can only take place between or among equals.

Hence the FFI's definition of what the author of the Course refers to as a "healer healer" (put as simply and succinctly as we know how) as "one who does not believe in any form of 'specialness,' and who does not 'charge' for teaching and healing services."

At first glance that may not seem "practical" or "realistic" in the eyes of today's world.  But neither does "Radical Forgiveness" or a "Forgiveness First Initiative" (defined as "making the release of all grievances one's top priority").  However, I suspect the Homo Sapiens "healed healers" among us - people such as Socrates, Jesus, Gandhi, ML King, and Mother Teresa - would not be the least bit deterred by that kind of consideration.  
Founding and Grounding a Forgiveness First Initiative

An international aligning and healing event for all persons who,
exercising their self-dominion in service to others,

are for something and against nothing
Facilitated by the Worldwide Forgiveness Alliance 

 

Only as a critical mass of us chooses self-dominion may humankind's higher aspirations be realized.

The Wizard of Is
The only ones among you who will be really happy are those who have sought and found how to serve.

Albert Schweitzer
It would be wonderful indeed if a group of persons should arrive on earth who were for something and against nothing.

This would be the highest good of human organization, wouldn't it? 

Ernest Holmes
People from all over the world who have made forgiveness a lifetime priority are invited to participate in a gathering to found and ground a Forgiveness First Initiative, convened at the University College of the Cariboo, Kamloops, B.C., Canada, from June 13-16, 2002.

 

The gathering is of and by all persons who are 

· exercising mindful self-dominion of their individual destinies

· committed to making the release of all grievances their ongoing lifetime’s top priority
· willing to freely participate in the gathering
 

By “mindful self-dominion” is meant the indwelling sovereignty of the human individual, exercised as his/her power of informed conscious choice
By “release of all grievances” is meant the willingness to experience forgiveness and resolution of all hurtful feelings.
By “freely participate” is meant that speakers, workshop conveners and other presenters are not being paid for their services, just as no one is being charged to attend the conference.  Participants’ only conference-related expenses will be for travel and the cost of room and board ($xxx - $xxx Canadian [$xxx - $xxx U.S.] in University and nearby hotel/motel dining and lodging facilities).

The founding and grounding of a Forgiveness First Initiative is being convened in the historical tradition of self-dominion in service to others, as trail-blazed by Lao-Tzu, Buddha, Socrates, Jesus and many other for-all-time witnesses – and most recently by persons like Mohandus Gandhi, Martin Luther King and Mother Theresa.  

Among those committed to be presenters at the conference are Radical Forgiveness author Colin Tipping.  As the program is fully developed, details will be presented on the gathering’s regularly updated web page at www.choosingforgiveness.org/FFI.htm.

In accordance with our appreciation and valuing of the gathering, throughout the conference we will all – presenters and partakers alike – have a nonobligatory opportunity to add value, whether financial or in kind, to the gathering’s facilitating organization, the Worldwide Forgiveness Alliance.  

NOTE TO VAL: please fill in the blanks, eliminating any of my guesses that don’t apply)
Kamloops is located in south central British Columbia at the juncture(s) of Routes [enumerate major highways].  Its airport is served by [enumerate airlines].  Rail service is provided by [Canadian Pacific Railways?] and bus service by [Greyhound? Continental? Canadian _________?]

Videos:  Ego prevails-crazy-what insanity looks like - J.F.K.; Gandhi; Jesus of Nazareth-6 ½ hr version (John Powell, Frank Zepharelli) root of this kind of thinking.

Invite Oprah – Tipping on her program

Three groups coalescing 

Ken Wilber, Paul Ray

MLM 

Valuing principle

Co-chairs

[Bob’s version: committed to experiencing forgiveness of all grievances as their ongoing lifetime priority], and

An international joining and healing event for those among us who desire to be "healed healers" (see below for definition).

taking place at

The University College of the Cariboo
Kamloops, British Columbia, Canada (200 miles NE of Vancouver, BC)

June 13-16, 2002


Basic Agenda

Workshop with Colin Tipping on "How Radical Forgiveness Works in the World," beginning Thursday evening, June 13th, 7-10 p.m., and all day Friday, June 14th, 9 a.m. to 10 p.m.

The joining and healing conference, with all kinds of formal or informal presenters to be invited, begins on Saturday, June 15th, from 9 a.m. to 10 p.m., and on Sunday, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Payment Principle

"Pricing" by whatever we choose to give in financial terms after something like the following meditative prayer has taken place within us either before, during, or after the weekend event:

"Higher Power, Holy Spirit, or Dear God:  Given the current realities of my 'net worth' in worldly economic terms, what am I willing to unconditionally give in order to further the work and programs of the Worldwide Forgiveness Alliance?"

The WFA, based in Mill Valley, California, is a "501 (c) (3) non-profit educational foundation dedicated to the globalizing of the healing spirit of forgiveness."  Click onto http://www.forgivenessday.org/ for further details.

(Note:  Our definition of a "healed healer" is one who does not believe in any form of "specialness," and who does not "charge" for teaching and healing services.)

Facilitators for the Founding of a Forgiveness First Movement in mid-June, and all Internet activities preceding it, are:

Val Scott of Inner Peace Unlimited, Kamloops, BC, Canada - 
ValScott66@aol.com

Noel McInnis of the Worldwide Forgiveness Alliance, CA, USA - life@mediamessage.com

Further details to follow at a later date.
Note to Val: 

Please modify/amplify the above as you see fit, adding whatever further descriptive information is required, and send the augmented version back to me.  In the meantime, I shall begin drafting our explanatory rationale for “Practicing Forgiveness First,” which I anticipate our completing by mid-March if not sooner.

Dear Miss Nancy, Miss Kim and Miss Nabila,

I am requesting that I be scheduled from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., for the following reasons:

1. I have started to take two ECE classes on Monday and Tuesday evenings, and I am inspired to go further with these studies.  Since the classes are at night-time (until 9:30 p.m.), this makes it more difficult to get up early.

2. I no longer work at the restaurant, so there is no problem with working until 6 p.m.

I hope that you will support me by honoring this request.

Sincerely,

Heidy Balazsy

Dear Edmund,

We would like you to know why we no longer choose to work at La Tosca Restaurant.

