Rev. Noel Frederick McInnis

c/o Newthought.Net

30256 SW Thomas Street, #1106

Wilsonville, OR 97070 - 503/570-4331

noelmcinnis@newthought.net

February 1, 2004
Dear Members of the AGNT Board of Directors,

As one of the co-creators of the North American environmental education movement in the 1960’s and 70’s, I came to the realization that the environment most in need of stewardship is our thought atmosphere. This realization eventually led me, by way of Unity, to the discovery of Ernest Holmes and what I consider to be his most significant pronouncement concerning all issues of environment: “It would be wonderful indeed if a group of persons should arrive on earth who were for something and against nothing.” 

I have as yet discerned no other thought-form that is inherently less antagonistic to its opposite than the thought-form of “forgiveness.” For instance, advocates of peace commonly define their objectives in terms of what they are against rather than what they are for, and when the Hindi term “ahimsa” (meaning “kindness to all life”) when is translated as “non-violence,” it becomes rooted in the very thought form of which it is meant to be the opposite.

I read a few years ago that in response to a public opinion poll, in which people were asked which way they would vote if they knew that by saying “yes” they were choosing economic gain at the expense of further serious environmental degradation, the vast majority said that they would vote “no.” While I am acutely aware that most people have yet to actually vote that way, when I began my midlife career as a protagonist of ecological consciousness such questions were scarcely being asked.

Upon reading about the poll, therefore, I recognized not only that my midlife vocation as an environmental educator has left a beneficial legacy of consciousness that will in the long run serve lifekind everywhere on the planet, I am now blessed by my life-culminating vocation as a forgiveness educator with the opportunity to co-create an even greater legacy of consciousness overall, whereby a generation from now people may be similarly choosing between blamefulness and forgiveness. 

I firmly intend to live that long, to be among this world’s beneficiaries of that legacy.

Today’s environmental consciousness was advanced in large part by the nation’s educational infrastructure, with which I worked while funded by the U.S. Office of Education and a five-year, quarter-million-dollar foundation grant. Today, the world’s diverse communities-of-faith infrastructure – precisely because of their diversity – is the most powerful scaffolding upon which to build a forgiveness education movement that requires only a modest financial infusion. And of all the nodes within the global network of that infrastructure, I am convinced that AGNT is the one most transcendently empowered to be the seed crystal of forgiveness consciousness in the world. 

Hence the attached invitation and supporting materials, in my anticipation of its being so.


Putting forgiveness first,

AN INVITATION
TO:         AGNT Board of Directors

FROM:    Rev. Noel Frederick McInnis

RE:         International Forgiveness Day

As Vice President for Global Outreach of the Worldwide Forgiveness Alliance (WFA), I urge you to consider independent co-sponsorship of the International Forgiveness Day initiative, on behalf of its eventual annual observance on the first Sunday of August in every one of the world’s 300 nations and territories. Our rationale for globally establishing an annual forgiveness day is attached, along with suggestions for its observance by communities of faith.

NOTE: by “independent” co-sponsorship I denote our recognition that all support of International Forgiveness Day by organizations other than WFA is best facilitated in a form and format that is integral to the co-sponsoring organization’s own program. Our only expectations of constancy are the time of the Day’s observance (on or about the first Sunday in August, for reasons cited in the attachments), the recognition of heroic models of forgiveness (also thus cited), and an acknowledgment of its circumstantial origin.

International Forgiveness Day was initiated eight years ago by attorney Robert Plath, who also founded the Worldwide Forgiveness Alliance on behalf of globalizing its observance. Mr. Plath is a member of the Golden Gate Center for Spiritual Living (UCRS) in Corte Madera, CA, of which Rev. Karyl Huntley is the minister. (Website: www.ggcsl.org). From the moment of its inception this initiative has had the church’s consistent lay and ministerial support, including the church’s own annual observance of the Day.  A substantial portion of WFA’s volunteer support is drawn from this and other New Thought churches.

AGNT co-sponsorship of this day is in keeping with (and a natural extension of) its present support of the Season of Non-Violence. For example, even before SNV was established, Gandhi and King headed our website listing of “Heroes of Forgiveness, Reconciliation, and Peace” (see www.forgivenessday.org/hero.htm). Furthermore, the special day presently appreciated by more people worldwide than any other [keeping in mind that New Year’s Day falls on different dates in different cultures] is Martin Luther King’s birthday.

AGNT support of International Forgiveness Day could also serve to heal the unforgiving sentiments that presently inhibit the mutual appreciation of AGNT and INTA.

AGNT co-sponsorship might consist of encouraging all New Thought churches that presently support the Season of Non-Violence to also observe International Forgiveness Day by annually devoting their August first-Sunday’s service (this year, August 1) to the theme of forgiveness, and by honoring on that day the heroes and heroines of forgiveness in their own congregations and/or larger communities. All participating churches could be listed on the AGNT website, to which listing we would link from a more comprehensive roster of observances on the WFA website.

Materials from past observances are attached, as well as materials that, when re-languaged and re-styled to AGNT’s own program, could be posted on its website as a resource for New Thought ministers who are planning for and designing their own observance. [You may request a digital file of the attachments via e-mail, floppy disc, or CD. They may also be copied from the New Thought Network website’s temporary web page (www.newthought.net/August1.htm) that I have created specifically and only for that purpose, and whose existence is known only to me and those who receive this invitation.]

Communications to me may be addressed to noelmcinnis@newthought.net, or to my home address: 30256 SW Thomas Street #1106, Wilsonville, OR 97070. Phone: 503/570-4331.
Why a Global Holiday for Forgiveness?
Four decades ago humankind adopted its first global spiritual icon, the image of the Whole Earth, which symbolizes the common ground of unity and oneness that transcends all religious, ethnic, political, social, economic, conceptual, and other organizational, cultural, and noetic structures that presently divide us. Thus far, the image of our planet is the sole such symbol of wholeness – diversity united in co-operation – with which every human being can easily and readily identify.

It is now time to establish an annual global holiday that likewise signifies the transcendence of all division by encouraging the same universality and wholeness of spirit represented in the Whole Earth image. A worldwide honoring of the healing power of forgiveness is an annual observance whose fullness of time is at hand, to evoke in humankind’s collective consciousness a willingness to resolve the grievances that fragment our societies and environments.

Such willingness is susceptible to mobilization and actualization on a global scale. Hence the prime directive of the Worldwide Forgiveness Alliance: the establishment of International Forgiveness Day, as designed by its celebrants locally, regionally, nationally, and internationally with supportive Internetworking activities, to be observed annually and globally in each of the world’s 300 nations and territories on the first Sunday in August of each year. This date was chosen because the month of August has less special days worldwide than any other month. It is also historically the month in which the largest number of major wars began as well as the month in which the largest number of such wars were ended. Sunday was chosen because it is the one day of the week during which a majority of the planet’s human population is least distracted by work-a-day concerns.

Because most political leaders see themselves as the custodians of their constituency's grievances, increasing receptivity to forgiveness must become plainly evident as the direction in which their constituencies are moving. The originators of the International Forgiveness Day initiative are convinced that as millions of individuals and groups begin to observe this Day annually and worldwide, our national and international leaders will be persuaded to make it the world's first official global holiday.

In other words, we seek to mobilize a global parade of forgiveness that inspires leaders everywhere to get in front of it.

Honoring Heroes and Heroines of Forgiveness 
One of our International Forgiveness Day volunteers, Emmie Tse, has written:

Many people from around the world have courageously and graciously forgiven others. They have found a place in their hearts to forgive. They have forgiven people in situations which most of us would consider unforgivable. They have forgiven the murderers of their own children and parents. They have forgiven a race of people or individuals that have oppressed them and abused them. They have forgiven fathers and mothers who have neglected and abandoned them. They have forgiven co-workers and friends who have betrayed them. They have forgiven spouses who were unfaithful to them. They have forgiven all manner of persons who have betrayed and/or tormented them, and have forgiven themselves for betraying and tormenting others.


These people have come to terms with the past, and have given up the pretense that they can change it.


These people are our heroes. They have the strength, the courage, the generosity and the grace to forgive. And through their journey of forgiveness, they have transformed the home within their hearts, a home that is warm, secure, loving, gentle and peaceful.
Fortunately, such people exist in every community. Ceremonially honoring their heroism on International Forgiveness Day, by allowing them to share its story and presenting them with an award, has proven (in follow-up surveys) to be the most dynamically effective way to evoke your congregation’s greater comprehension of the importance and power of unforgiveness. 

Preparing to Observe International Forgiveness Day
NOTE: The following instructions, taken from the forgivenessday.org website and addressed to the general public, can be appropriately retailored to address a New Thought ministerial constituency:

If the observance is confined to your community of faith’s weekend service:

1. Your clergyperson is your most likely featured speaker, or someone else that your clergyperson deems able to address the issue eloquently.

2. Assist your clergyperson in identifying a suitable “Hero of Forgiveness” who would be willing to speak about the difference that forgiveness has made in his/her life. 

3. Ask your music director/choir/vocalist(s) to perform pieces appropriate to the theme of “forgiveness.” 

4. Consider having a potluck or other meal following the event, during which attendees are encouraged to share their feelings.

5. Place a notice in your spiritual community’s newsletter, bulletin, etc. advertising the event.

6. Send a press release to your local newspapers to inform the public of what you’re doing, and providing a name and phone number for those who would like more information about doing this in their own spiritual community.

If you are planning your observance for your wider community, please see the guidelines for doing so at http://www.forgivenessday.org/whats_new/creating_forgiveness_day.htm.

Preparation for International Forgiveness Day

Sunday, August 1, 2004

A Week of Affirmations

Forgiveness is the release of all hope for a better past. 

–Alexa Young

How I know that I have forgiven someone is

that he or she has harmless passage in my mind.

–Rev. Karyl Huntley
Forgiveness is the release of negative attachment to anything that has happened in the past, and is thus the cessation of something that we already do, rather than an additional thing to be done. Forgiveness is the cessation of our metaphysical scapegoating, which takes the form of blame. Wherever and whenever blaming ceases, forgiveness replaces the blame.

Since every grievance represents a negative relational attachment to persons as individuals and in groups, the essence of forgiveness consists of my releasing such attachment in all of my relationships, beginning with my relationship to myself.

Defining forgiveness as “the release of negative attachment,” and in preparation for my celebration of International Forgiveness Day on August 1, I will cease my metaphysical scapegoating (a.k.a. “blaming”) during the preceding week as follows:

Monday, July 26

Releasing negative attachments to my own consciousness.

The only thing that requires my forgiveness is my perception that forgiveness is required.  My access to that perception resides within myself, not out in the world. I need not seek, therefore, to know for whom my unforgiveness tolls – it takes its toll on me. I therefore now release all attachment to blameful perceptions, allowing them to dissipate as I cease feeding them with unforgiving sentiments.

Tuesday, July 27

Releasing negative attachments to my family, friends and other associates toward whom I feel resentment.

Those whom I resent are chronically being re-sent invitations to mentally and emotionally reside with me in negative consciousness and feelings. In the meantime I miss all manner of other invitations, whether they are given or accepted by me, that more greatly serve the well-being of all concerned. I therefore now release all attachment to personified negativity. 

Wednesday, July 28
Releasing negative attachments to races, colors & ethnic groups.

I now recognize my wholesale resentments as an attempt to maximize the company that I keep in my own mind for the purpose of reinforcing my negativity. I therefore now release all attachment to wholesale negativity. 

Thursday, July 29
Releasing negative attachments to gender and relationship issues.

I acknowledge that my nurturing of negative sentiments concerning gender and relationships tends only to make these my most highly prized resentments. I therefore now release all treasuring of negativity concerning my relationships.

Friday, July 30
Releasing negative attachments to political parties, to economic classes, and to debts of all kinds, from personal to international.

I resort to categorical negative attachments in order to justify my blaming of outward conditions – and of all who blame conditions differently than I do – for my inward cultivation of negative thoughts and feelings. I therefore now release my entertainment of categorical negativity. 

Saturday, July 31

Releasing negative attachments to nations and religions. 
Political and religious blame serve to preclude my recognition that I am myself the ultimate source of all my blameful sentiments. I therefore now release myself from the imprisonment of my consciousness in ideological negativity.

Sunday, August 1
Releasing negative attachments to God and other representations of “higher power”.
Spiritual blame exalts me in ultimate certitude of my resentful thoughts and feelings. In faulting God for not fitting my pictures of the way that God should be, I deny my own fitness from a Godly perspective. I therefore now release all such certification of my negativity overall.

forgiveness of God for not fitting our pictures of the way that God should be, when the real issue is our own fit from a Godly perspective. We will also allow time for those who are here to share some of highlights from our week-long release of negative, blameful attachments. 
Being the change

Forgive the world in order to be able to serve it.

Week of forgiveness (Putting Forgiveness First).

Community among those who are committed. bounded appreciation.

