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Marin’s Doctors of Love Declared Champions!

Winner of Forgivenss Award

Dr. Jerry Jampolsky, an internationally acknowledged proponent of forgiveness and love, and his wife, Dr. Diane Cirincione, have been selected to receive the Champion of Forgiveness award from the Worldwide Forgiveness Alliance on International Forgiveness Day, Sunday August 3, 2003. The Champions of Forgiveness award is bestowed upon those people who make forgiveness the focus of their life’s work.

The husband and wife team has published numerous books on love and forgiveness and lecture extensively throughout the world. In 1975, he founded the Center for Attitudinal Healing in Tiburon, California. For 28 years the center has served Bay Area families facing illness and death, helping them to find peace of mind under the most difficult circumstances. Forgiveness has been at the heart of the center’s work. The Center’s work has been featured on 60 Minutes and in a documentary film made by Phil Donahue, which won a Peabody Award.

Honored for Groundbreaking Work

In addition to founding The Center for Attitudinal Healing, Dr. Jampolsky and Dr. Cirincione founded the project, “Children as Teachers of Peace” in 1982, which has expanded internationally as well as the AIDS Hotline for Kids in Tiburon. Their groundbreaking work serves as the model for over 130 independent Centers for Attitudinal Healing in 24 countries.

Celebration in Seventh Year
Robert W. Plath, a Mill Valley attorney, created Forgiveness Day in 1996 to honor the power of forgiveness. His dream is to have the first Sunday in August designated as International Forgiveness Day, the first internationally sanctioned holiday. His organization, the Worldwide Forgiveness Alliance (WFA) strives to promote awareness of the scientific and spiritual benefits of the forgiveness process. The group pays tribute to people who exemplify the power of forgiveness as Heroes of Forgiveness. It also honors those Champions of Forgiveness who dedicate their work to expanding awareness and knowledge about the benefits of forgiveness. This year’s free award ceremony and entertainment event with live music will be held in San Francisco’s Golden Gate Park at the Bandshell on Sunday, August 3rd at 2:30 PM.

San Francisco Mayor Brown Awards Innocently Imprisoned Man  
After spending 12 years his life in prison falsely accused of murder, Rick Walker was recently freed as irrefutably innocent and has been reunited with his mother, Myrtle Walker – who is a councilwoman and former Mayor of East Palo Alto. Despite losing his father who died heartbroken at the injustice against his son and missing the critical growth years of his young son, Walker chose the extraordinary path of forgiveness. “It might seem strange to people, but I’m not a bitter man. Part of the Bible is about forgiveness. What am I supposed to do – tear that page out?” Walker will be awarded the Hero of Forgivenss award by Mayor Willie Brown. The award honors those who have chosen forgiveness despite experiences that normally provoke anger and hate.

Dialoguers for Peace Also Honored

Also honored will be Palestinians Elias Botto and Nahida Salem, along with Jewish dentist Len Traubman and his wife Libby. They are proving that Palestinians and Jews can change from “enemies” into partners. They joined together to form the Bay Area’s Jewish-Palestinian Living Room Dialogue Group in San Mateo. The Dialogue Group is the oldest sustained dialogue of its kind in North America. It is comprised of Arabs, Jews, and others, and is a worldwide model of forgiving but not forgetting the past. Their work has spawned 10 similar dialogues in the Bay Area, over 60 nationwide, and 22 more on university campuses.

Mother Forgives Kidnapper Husband

Linda Webb-Khakaba, another Hero of Forgiveness, demonstrated the profound act of forgiveness when she chose not to hate for the tragedy she experienced in Kenya where she lived for 11 years. Her son was kidnapped by her foreign-born husband and taken to his country, where she was not allowed any access to her son for many years. An accomplished vocalist and lyricist, now the Musical Director at the Santa Rosa Church of Religious Science, she chose to resolve her pain in the writing of the song, Nothing Left But Forgiveness. She will perform her song at the August 3rd event. 

Live Entertainment & Children’s Awards
Along with an internationally known Reggae band from Jamaica, the East Bay Gospel Choir led by Rev. Eloise Oliver and Gregg’s Eggs band will perform. 
The five prize winners of the San Francisco Public School Kids Forgiveness Contest will be acknowledged and will read their poems.
About the WFA
The Worldwide Forgiveness Alliance is a non-profit, tax exempt educational foundation dedicated to evoking the healing power of forgiveness worldwide. WFA is a non-denominational organization, open to all religions, creeds and beliefs promoting forgiveness as a way of creating a safer, more joyful and peaceful world. The organizations website is www.forgivenessday.org.
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