Press Release 07/21/2001
The San Francisco Bay area’s fifth annual celebration of International Forgiveness Day will take place on Sunday, August 5, 2001 at St. Mary's Cathedral, 1111 Gough Street, in San Francisco, from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m.  The celebration will honor four outstanding individuals with its “Hero of Forgiveness, Reconciliation and Peace Award.”

Each Hero of Forgiveness personifies the transformation that results from courageous acts of forgiveness in the face of overwhelming pain and loss.  The honorees will relate the inspiring stories of their remarkable journeys from overwhelming suffering to inner peace, via their experience of forgiveness.

Two of this year’s heroes, American Vietnam War veteran Paul Reed and Vietnamese War veteran Nyguyen van Nghia, formerly bitter foes, tell a compelling story which begins with Reed’s taking a small diary as a combat trophy from van Nghia’s rucksack after presumably killing him.   When Reed had Ngiah’s beautifully hand-written words translated 20 years later, he read "Forget about everything. Calm yourself. Listen to the world speak. Love bears no grudge." Realizing that the man he had presumably killed was a feeling human being just like himself, Reed sought out Ngiah’s family only to discover that Ngiah himself was still alive.  The story of their reunion was featured on ABC’s 48 hours. 

 [Woody: please make “48 hours” a hotlink to http://cbsnews.com/now/story/0,1597,256422-412,00.shtml ] 

Another of this year’s heroes, Tim Streett,  at age 11 [1978] saw his father, a retired Army Chaplain, gunned down down in their driveway while shoveling snow.  He tells a story of suffering which took him to forgiveness and brought him to the very ghetto that the killers of his father came from, where he now lives and runs a ministry for youth. "True forgiveness not only says that you're forgiven, but it acts on that," Streett says. "Whether it be somebody who committed a murder, or just a white lie. We can all be forgiven." Tim's story will tell how he has literally carried out these words.  He was also featured on 48 hours.   

[Woody: please make this “48 hours” a hotlink to http://cbsnews.com/now/story/0,1597,258775-412,00.shtml 
 ]
[Click here for the overall 48 hours story on which the above Heros of Forgiveness were featured.]
 [Woody: please make “here” a hotlink to http://cbsnews.com/now/story/0,1597,258937-412,00.shtml
This year’s other Hero of Forgiveness is Saundra Adams, whose daughter Cherica became pregnant by NFL football player Rae Carruth.  In order to avoid fatherhood, Carruth had Cherica murdered on November 16, 1999.  Although the baby was brain damaged in the shooting of his mother, he was successfully delivered, and is being raised by Saundra.  At Carruth’s sentencing for the murder, despite her deep grief and pain over the loss of her daughter, Saundra forgave Carruth in open court.  

[Click here for more details concerning the trial of Rae Carruth.]

 [Woody: please make “here” a hotlink to http://crime.about.com/library/blfiles/blrae.htm?once=true&  

Dr. Fred Luskin, director of the Stanford Medical Research center on Forgiveness, will be the keynote speaker.    [Woody: please make the underlined segment a hotlink to  http://www.stanford.edu/~alexsox/forgiveness.htm  More information on Luskin’s work is on his own website and in a newspaper article.       [Woody: please make “his own website” a hotlink to  http://www.learningtoforgive.com and “newspaper article” a hotlink to  http://www.losaltosonline.com/latc/arch/1999/16/YHealth/2research/2research.html .]

The gospel choir of Oakland’s East Bay Church of Religious Science will perform, and their minister, Rev. Eloise Oliver, will present the Hero of Forgiveness Award to Saundra Adams.   [Woody: There are no links for this church or its minister.]
Admission to the event is $20 ($15 for students of all ages and seniors).

