11 original contributing Pioneers of Forgiveness ($275)

17 additional contributing Pioneers of Forgiveness ($600)

Avg: $35+

29 non-contributing Pioneers of Forgiveness 

You Are Invited

To Be a Charter Pioneer of Forgiveness

This evening’s celebration is a prototype of what is to be a yearly worldwide event.  We envision International Forgiveness Day being celebrated annually throughout the world as a global holiday by the year 2005.  Humanity’s collective awareness is thereafter imbued with forgiveness consciousness one day each year, as Heroes of Forgiveness are acknowledged in millions of communities in every one of the world’s 300 countries and territories.
This objective is accomplished via a global network of Pioneers of Forgiveness, millions of persons who facilitate local observances of International Forgiveness Day and promote official recognition of the holiday in their respective countries.

The Pioneer of Forgiveness network is now forming in the San Francisco area.  Please leave the completed pledge form (reverse) at our enrollment table, or mail it in later, to receive a packet of materials that facilitate your own growth in forgiveness and your support of forgiveness-related activities in the Bay area.

Our goal, by this time next year, is to have 1,000 Bay Area Pioneers of Forgiveness and (via the Internet) 20,000 Pioneers worldwide who are supporting International Forgiveness Day celebrations in other communities.

We who are already enrolled in the Pioneers of Forgiveness network invite you to join us as charter Pioneers of Forgiveness in making International Forgiveness Day the world’s first global holiday.

Heidy Balazsy

Patricia Ellis

Giselle Fahrbach

Paul Jaramillo

Abbie Lane

Kristina Moeck

Rev. Noel McInnis

Rev. Nano Nathan

Lisa O’Connell

Robert Plath

Jean Reed

See Enrollment Form (over) >>>>>

The Pioneer of Forgiveness Pledge

We must be the difference we seek to make in the world. 

-Mohandas Gandhi
As a Pioneer of Forgiveness:

_____I am willing to practice forgiveness in my own life and assist in making it a priority in the world.

_____I am willing to model being for something and against nothing.

_____I am willing to enjoy greater well-being, peace of mind, health and happiness by releasing

          attachment to fear, judgment and negative experience.

_____I am willing to support the Worldwide Forgiveness Alliance in globalizing the spirit of forgiveness   

          by receiving updates on its initiatives and networking this information in my community.

_____I am willing to encourage my friends and others to be Pioneers of Forgiveness.

_____I am willing to actively support the campaign to make International Forgiveness Day an       

          annual global holiday on the first Sunday of August.

_____I am willing to contribute a minimum of $25 per year to the Worldwide Forgiveness Alliance in 

          support of its forgiveness initiatives. (Make checks payable to WFA at address below.)

______________________________________________________________

Name (please print):

______________________________________________________________

Organization (if this an organizational membership, please check here:_________)

Address:

City, State & Zip:

Telephone:





Fax:

E-mail:

Website (if any):

Comments:

______________________________________________________________

Signature

Worldwide Forgiveness Alliance, 20 Sunnyside Ave., Suite A-268, Mill Valley, CA 94941

415/459-7274      www.forgivenessday.org      www.pioneersofforgiveness.net 

 PIONEERING FORGIVENESS:

The View from Here and Now

We are grateful for your participation in one of the boldest pioneering enterprises thus far conceived by the human spirit, the establishment of International Forgiveness Day as Earth’s first global holiday.

Earlier pioneers settled the land masses of our planet.  As today’s pioneers explore two new frontiers, the realms of outer space and inner space, they extend the range of human dominion in complementary ways.  For instance, our current fantasies of horrific beings in outer space are projections of our horrific fears within.  In lieu of taming our “demons” of inner space, we will certainly encounter them in outer space – and lo! they will be ourselves.

Our most powerful dominion of inner space is the power of forgiveness – the only power that is non-adversarial, the power of constructive consciousness that makes a demon of no one.  Pioneers of forgiveness make a positive contribution to humanity’s personal, social and spiritual well-being.

A “pioneer” is defined as an “initiator of a new enterprise.”  The new enterprise of those who pioneer the inner space of consciousness has been described as follows:

Thank God our time is now,

when wrong comes up to meet us everywhere,

never to leave us ‘til we take

the greatest stride of soul folk ever took.

Affairs are now soul-size.

The enterprise is exploration into God.

-Christopher Frye, The Prisoner
Pioneering forgiveness requires us to take a stride that indeed is soul-size in magnitude.  With the exception of South Africa, not a single government or major corporation in the world has striven to exercise forgiveness as an aspect of its agenda.  To the contrary, all such organizations aggressively represent both their leaders’ and their constituents’ grievances as a high priority.  Therefore, only as millions of persons begin to celebrate International Forgiveness Day are the world’s leaders likely to jump in front of the forgiveness parade by endorsing it.

Perhaps the initiative of hundreds of millions of people is required to elicit official endorsement of International Forgiveness Day.  With the networking capabilities of the Internet, such an objective is now feasible.  Making it actual begins right here and right now – with us.

Our first gathering of Pioneers of Forgiveness will be in September.  You will be informed of the time and location via e-mail (fax or postal mail for those who are not online).  At this meeting we will commence building the foundation for our own local and regional pioneering network, as well as a national and global one.

The Christopher Fry poem quoted above concludes with a question:

But what are you waiting for?

It takes so many thousand years to wake.

But will you wake, for pity’s sake.

To which our answer is:

YES!

PIONEERING FORGIVENESS:

Where We Grow Now from Here

From our present handful of Pioneers of Forgiveness in the San Francisco Bay area will emerge a worldwide network of persons in support of the annual celebration of International Forgiveness Day on a global scale.  Our enterprise begins with our own practice of forgiveness.  The following pages, which are provided to support such practice, are mostly reproduced from the Forgiveness Day website (http://www.forgivenessday.org).

As we grow in our own forgiveness, we not only impact the collective consciousness of humankind accordingly, we prepare ourselves to impact the individual consciousness of the millions of other persons who are about to join in our pioneering effort.

Between now and our September gathering, we work on our own consciousness of forgiveness in preparation for expanding our network locally, regionally, nationally and globally.  We are supported in this process by an e-mail forum (a.k.a. “listserv”) that facilitates our mutual exchange of inquiries, insights and support concerning forgiveness and networking processes.

The nature, scope and outcome of our September gathering is determined by our consciousness as a group.  Our agenda is not hierarchically imposed by arbitrary leadership.  Rather, its definition emerges as the co-managerial, self-organizing and self-regenerating consequence of our facilitation of International Forgiveness Day observances in the Bay area and globally.

Our mission is to create a safer and more peaceful world for ourselves and others by means of 

· our own forgiveness of self and others,

· our networking, educational and other volunteer support in promoting and facilitating forgiveness-related activities and events,

· our financial contribution.

We are also encouraged to enlarge our charter Pioneer of Forgiveness group by inviting to the September gathering any others who are eager to support our network’s objectives.

In the meantime, we continue to grow into the expanded consciousness that results from our ongoing forgiveness of self and others.
VISION: Millions of Pioneers of Forgiveness support the Worldwide Forgiveness Alliance in bringing peace to the world by increasing on a global scale humankind’s willingness to be forgiving.

HOW IT WORKS: We become Pioneers of Forgiveness by

· Enrolling with information required to keep us informed via e-mail, postal mail, fax and phone;

· Declaring our open and willing commitment to grow in forgiveness and to support the Worldwide Forgiveness Alliance’s educational activities and promotion of International Forgiveness Day.

· Providing a financial contribution of $25 or more.
HOW IT GROWS:

· Enrollment is transformational, involving a declaration of commitment to the globalization of forgiveness and forgiveness-related activities as a means of increasing greater peace in the world.

· Focus is on information networking, volunteer coordination, and acknowledgement.

· The Pioneers network is coordinated by volunteers and an eventual paid staff.
ONLINE PIONEERS NETWORK:

Enrollees receive periodic e-mail updates. Pioneer’s activities include 

· Online networking:  Creating their own online networks for periodic dissemination of information on forgiveness, the International Forgiveness Day project, and other educational programs (seminars, workshops) promoted by the Worldwide Forgiveness Alliance;

· Multi-level pioneering:  Enrolling additional pioneers, who do likewise, building tiers of e-mail uplines/downlines for information exchange;

· Assisting with International Forgiveness Day-related promotional activities and events.
OFFLINE PIONEERS NETWORK:

Enrollees receive periodic fax or postal updates. Pioneer’s activities include 

· Offline networking: Creating their own network of organizations and individuals for dissemination of information on forgiveness, the International Forgiveness Day project, and other educational programs (seminars, workshops) promoted by the Worldwide Forgiveness Alliance;

· Multi-level pioneering: Enrolling additional pioneers, who do likewise, building tiers of telephone uplines/downlines for information exchange;

· Assisting with International Forgiveness Day-related promotional activities and events.
Forgiving Myself
Noel Frederick McInnis

Knowing others is wisdom, knowing yourself is enlightenment.

–Lao-Tzu
I have realized from long experience that the wisdom of forgiving others is grounded in the enlightenment of forgiving myself.  I have likewise recognized that my forgiveness of others is yet to be any more thorough than my forgiveness of myself.

Rev. Karyl Huntley of the Spiritual Living Center in Corte Madera, CA, has said, “How I know that I have forgiven someone is that he or she has harmless passage in my mind.”  Similarly, how I know that I have forgiven myself is that I, too, have harmless passage in my own mind.  The more harmless is my own passage therein, the more harmless is everyone else’s.

Though hundreds of books about forgiveness are available (with hundreds more on the way), I have found very little in them concerning self-forgiveness.  I have seen more statements about the lack of material on self-forgiveness than statements about the practice itself.  There are, it seems, no experts on self-forgiveness.  Nor have I any expertise on self-forgiveness other than my own, which in any event is the only self-forgiveness I can ever know.

For knowledge on self-forgiveness, my most powerful alternative has been to inquire within.  The forthcoming book on self-forgiveness that is emerging from this inquiry may be the first of its kind.  

My inquiry has yielded rich insights on self-forgiveness, two of which I intend to make widely available:

Hopes and Expectations

Please forgive me

if ever I should say that you’ve upset me.

Sometimes I forget the true source of my feelings.

You cannot make me sad,

impatient,

angry,

or otherwise dis-eased.

Only a hope or expectation of you on my part,

which you have not fulfilled,

can move me thus.

I am too human to be without hopes and expectations,

and I am also much too human to live always in the knowing

that my hopes and expectations have no claim upon your being.

So if I say that you’ve upset me,

please forgive me for my attempt

to disinherit my own self’s creation of my pain.

And please do not ignore my deeper message:

I care enough about you to include you in my hopes and expectations.

Flow

Be, as water is, without friction.

Flow around the edges of those within your path.
Surround within your ever-moving depths
those who come to rest there—
enfold them, while never for a moment holding on.

Accept whatever distance others are moved within your flow
Be with them gently as far as they allow your strength to take them,
and fill with your own being the remaining space when they are left behind.

When dropping down life's rapids, froth and bubble into fragments if you must.
knowing that the one of you now many will just as many times be one again.

And when you've gone as far as you can go, quietly await your next beginning.

©Copyright 2000, Noel Frederick McInnis
Thus far, the human species has launched three frontier movements.  The most well known of these has been the geographical frontier movement, the conversion of Earth’s land to living space.  One of the most dramatic episodes in that movement occurred in the mid-19th century, when thousands of people gathered at Independence, Missouri to travel by covered wagon across the Great Plains and Rocky Mountains to Washington, Oregon and California.  Though the American frontier was officially declared as closed as a consequence of the 1890 census, since that time more dwellings have been built on U.S. land not then occupied than were built prior to that time since the arrival of the Pilgrims.  We are still converting land to buildings, concrete and lawns in this country at the rate of millions of acres each year.  At the current rate of such expansion, the real-estate frontier will triple its present extent within the average life span of today’s children.  There will eventually be no appreciable open space left on this planet other than deserts, crop land and mountain tops, unless the present trend dramatically subsides.

The second frontier movement has taken us into outer space, none of which we have even begun to occupy like the “settlers” who departed westward from Independence, Missouri never to turn back.  We’ve yet to occupy any part of outer space with other than technological extensions of ourselves plus the debris that human beings leave behind no matter where they travel.  Since occupation consists of establishing a permanent residence in which children are born and raised, our settlement of outer space is not even a near-term likelihood.  Accordingly, when our extraterrestrial explorations are contrasted with the extent of our terrestrial ones, they are comparable to no more than the initial scouting expeditions of the first human creatures who seriously conceived the possibility of moving beyond their African birthplace.

Much closer to humankind’s present home, the third frontier movement is taking us into inner space, the as yet uncharted realms of psyche and soul that accompany us in the eternal now of all our other movements.  Those who have explored their inner realms sufficiently to arrive at their own independence are yearning for the inner space counterpart of the pioneering journey from Independence, Missouri to the west coast, a giant leap to the far edge of their now frontier.

My own yearning to pioneer the now frontier intuits that the inner space counterpart I seek is the journey from independence to forgiveness.  One does first have to arrive at independence before one embarks on the journey to forgiveness, because only an independent person can forgive.  My current independence is measured in terms of the extent to which I have already forgiven, while all remaining unforgiveness is a measure of my continued bondage to other persons.
