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	Last week, class member Louis Post raised three questions that I would like each participant in this class to respond to:  
* Are there things which should not be forgiven?  
* Is it possible to not forgive and yet not be harmed in some manner by maintaining the grievance? 
* How can a grievance be transformed into an affirming experience?

The attention you devote to considering these questions will tend to sharpen your comprehension of the reading assignments in weeks to come.
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I think there is a distinction between 1) forgiveness in the sense of "reconciliation", and 2) forgiveness in the sense of letting go of a grievance as something that one feels victimized by, and unnecessarily burdened by.

To me, an example would be with the SS soldier Karl in "The Sunflower".  Certainly I could never imagine what it would have been like for Wiesenthal to have gone through what he did during the Holocaust, I can only go by my experience of what he wrote.  I could see letting go of hatred and anger toward Karl.  He did make it clear that he was not a monster who wholeheartedly killed and tortured people without remorse.  Nonetheless, I would not suggest that, for soldiers who felt similarly to him but did not die as he did, they be absolved of responsibility.  I would not suggest that I would want to be friends with any of those people.  I could not forget what they did.  I could possibly release hatred and anger, for my own sake, but could not see these people as normal people.

I don't need to recall specifics, but there are people I have loved and trusted that have betrayed me in some pretty nasty ways.  I can look back at them without malice.  But the nature of what they did makes it seem unlikely that I could relax with them and trust them again.  I can again love them, I can again appreciate the positive things that I experienced before their betrayals, but that is not the same as trusting them, or wanting to be close to them again.
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I think, in the traditional sense of understanding forgiveness, perhaps some things are unforgivable.  But in the sense that the term is being used in this course, probably not although many things are unforgettable and life changing - but you can use those unforgettable things as a basis of constructive anger, maybe of the more cosmic sort & come out with a positive quest/mission from the unforgettable.  If that makes any sense. 
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Perhaps, Gay, the reason the aphorism "forgive and forget" places forgiveness first is not necessarily to mandate both, rather to illustrate the mandated sequence of the two, i.e., that forgiveness is moot once forgetting has occurred.  Forgetting may second forgiveness, yet forgiveness cannot second that which has been forgotten.


