STAYING in the GRACE
(A Preface to Clear Minds)
Grace is the gift of being in harmony with all that is.... It is when one is in communion with the creative source of all being. It is joyful immersion in the flow of the cosmos. This unison with all beings, all things and all events leads to a deep sense of belonging and connection…. Grace is when you harmonize with the symphony of the cosmos.
~http://www.artofgrace.org/whatisgrace.html~

One day in the mid 1970’s, when I was faltering in my resolve to see a difficult project through, a friend advised me to “stay on the case.” I was so taken by that phrase that I began substituting it for the standard parting phrases of “goodbye,” “so long,” “see ya later,” etc. My standard parting salutation became “Stay on the case!”
This practice continued until 1983, when I became the editor of Barbara Marx Hubbard’s 1600+-page typewritten manuscript, The Book of Co-Creation, an inspired (as if channeled) commentary on the Biblical New Testament. To accomplish this purpose, while additionally supporting some of Barbara’s numerous other endeavors, my second wife and I moved into Barbara’s Rock Creek Park, Washington D.C., greystone mansion, which everyone referred to simply as “greystone.”
As I became increasingly inspired by the profoundly spiritual insights of the Co-Creation book, I began calling Barbara’s mansion “grace tone,” and revised my unconventional parting salutation to “Stay in the grace,” a practice that has continued to the present day.
Although the term “grace” has a variety of meanings, the deep grace of infinite wellbeing that I herein signify is neither a cultivated nor a practiced virtue. Such grace is utterly involuntarily on our part, endowed upon us (not happening to us) entirely of its own accord as a gift of ultimate wellbeing. Such grace may be signified as unmerited, unqualified, unconditional, and uncreated wellbeing – uncreated in the sense that it is not self-generated or otherwise self-caused. The very fact of one’s being alive is an embodiment of uncreated grace, since we do not bring the gift of existence upon ourselves, which would require that we already exist in order to do so.
In other words, the graciousness of which I speak herein is non-contingent upon any person, place, thing, behavior, timing, etc. whatsoever. It rather just is, in manifestation of the unbidden beneficial presence of gracious wellbeing that Jesus was referencing when he advised, “Consider the lilies how they grow: they toil not, they spin not; and yet I say unto you, that Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.” Luke 12:27. 

Unlike ourselves, lilies have no tendency to get in their own way while so beautifully being what is theirs to be. And so involuntarily on the behalf of anything other than itself, does grace likewise just happen of its own glorious accord, through no flair, thought, deed or other contriving of one’s own. (For an account of voluntary expressions of grace that one indeed may self-engender and cultivate, see any unabridged dictionary for the many definitions thereof.  
Uncreated grace has also been signified as divine or cosmic “acceptance” of our being with no calling forth thereof on our part, as noted, for instance, in the title of theologian Paul Tillich’s famous sermon on grace, “You are Accepted.” It was upon my first acquaintance with this sermon nearly a half century ago that I realized I had received it gracious message three decades earlier from a group of waterbugs, and as well had deeply embraced its graciousness.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

As is my custom throughout these pages, the bibliographical information implied in the paragraphs above, along with additional commentary, is supplied in “Further Reflections,” p. XX
