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Abstract

In cosmologist John Archibald Wheeler’s view, “The universe is a grand synthesis, putting itself together all the time as a whole. Its history is not a history as we usually conceive history. It is not one thing happening after another after another. It is a totality in which what happens ‘now’ gives reality to what happened ‘then,’ perhaps even determines what happened then.” Because Wheeler’s cosmology is primarily interrelational and only secondarily structural, it is exemplary of psychologist Mihaly Csikszentmihalyi’s recent proclamation that “The idea that will change the game of knowledge is the realization that it is more important to understand events, objects and processes in their relationship with one another than in their singular structure.” 

Priority of interrelationality (context) over structure (content) likewise informed Sufi poet Rumi’s notorious proclamation, “Out beyond ideas of wrongdoing and rightdoing, there is a field.  I'll meet you there. When the soul lies down in that grass, the world is too full to talk about. Ideas, language, even the phrase each other doesn't make any sense.” Rumi intuited an omni-interrelational milieu that has also been variously signified by physicists as "the initial conditions," "the implicate order," and “the quantum flux” of the zero-point energy field; by philosophers as "ever-present origin" or "aperspectival" being; by esotericists as the “Akashic field”; by mystics as "consciousness without an object"; by theologians as “first cause”; and by Harvard researcher Jeffery Martin as “nonsymbolic consciousness.” 
This omni-interrelational milieu not only is transcendently beyond – yet nonetheless inclusive – of all dimensionalities emergent therefrom, it also is their progenitor. An integral overview of its developmental influence on all aspects of cosmic manifestation is provided, along with guidance on preparing oneself to fathom its interrelational dynamics.
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Orientation: Our Emerging Perceptual Makeover

The numerous global problems that now beset us – fossil energy depletion, extreme earth changes, unsustainable population growth, terrorism, etc. – are symptomatic of an inadequate understanding of how we give formation to our experiencing of reality, and accordingly they comprise a collective crisis of perception: our failure to perceive the all-encompassing interrelationality in which our experiencing of reality is embedded. Resolution of this crisis calls for a perceptual makeover, in accordance with an emerging integral paradigm of common unity that configures all current and partially valid paradigms within an all-inclusive, omni-participatory, and unitary contextual frame of referencing like the one described herein.
The universe is a grand synthesis, putting itself together all the time as a whole. Its history is not a history as we usually conceive history. It is not one thing happening after another after another. It is a totality in which what happens “now” gives reality to what happened “then,” perhaps even determines what happened then. 
~John Archibald Wheeler

One day I curiously wondered: If the universe had a motto, what would its motto be? A declaration immediately came to mind: “Everywhere I go, here I am.” As I contemplated this assertion a longer declaration took form: “No matter where or when I may go, wherever I show up here I am.” 
And so it is: wherever, however, and whenever the universe exists, evidencing the present fruit of what is otherwise no longer and pregnant with the seeds of a forthcoming yet-to-be, its immediate focal point is invariably here and now. Wherever and whenever the cosmic milieu that we call “universe” exists, here it is in every now, a omni-localized focal point between the no longer and the not yet, whose cosmic common unity universally extends from within itself toward itself.
[NOTE BENE: The phrase “here I am” is to be understood as follows: “here” signifies a state of being that is more precisely signified as “herein I am,” and thus also signifies what psychologists signify as casually inner-directed “locus of control.” The verb “am” (as with all other tenses of the verb, “to be”) signifies dynamical action rather than passivity of existence, and is more precisely signified as “herein I aming,” even as the universe’s motto is likewise more precisely signified as “Everywhere I go, herein I aming.” Thus the universe’s motto denotes dynamical expression rather than spatial location – a universally operational dynamic of centering that exists everywhere, rather than a localized placement that is exclusive to a specific spatial “somewhere.” Accordingly, “herein I aming” signifies that each of us, like all other focal points in the universe, is both an extension and extender of its dynamism.
This understanding of “here I am” took root in my understanding when I was ten years old, as I was reading an anecdote in the Readers’ Digest after World War 2, when many Eastern European families were immigrating to the United States as “displaced persons.” The small daughter of one such family was sitting on a pile of suitcases as her parents were being processed by immigration officials at New York’s Ellis Island. When a passing social worker remarked sympathetically, “It’s too bad you don’t have a home,” the little girl brightly replied, “Oh, we have a home, we just don’t have a house to put it in.” 
As I read the little girl’s accommodating response to what the social worker perceived as adversity, I was imprinted with a deep realization that I am the homestead of my own being – that home is not a place, and is rather a state of being. Furthermore, as a focal point of this state of being I do not have passive experiences of my surrounding milieux, and am instead always actively experiencing my contingent circumstances (literally, what “stands around” me), in keeping with my dynamically ever-self-regenerating inner representation of my outer situational milieux. While this inner outlook is conventionally signified as a static “frame of reference,” I herein signify it more dynamically as an ever-fluctuating contextual referencing frame of the cosmos’ common unity.
In accordance with the principle that the unitary “herein-I-aming” universe is at every point herein whole and outwardly co-wholizing with the cosmos’ common unity, nothing can happen anywhere in the cosmic milieu without the local participation of the universe overall. As astronomer Carl Sagan quipped, “If you want to bake a cake from scratch, you begin by creating a universe.” This follows from the thoroughly established fact that every atom that ends up in a piece of cake – or in oneself or in anything else – to begin with (though not as an atom) was in the original cosmic recipe, i.e., in the initial conditions that precipitated the originating faster-than-the-speed-of-light-in-less-than-a-billionth-of-a-second inflation to comic proportions of the so-called “Big Bang.” 
To cite another example that is closer to home for all concerned, the recipe for a human body includes at least trace atomic amounts of all but two of the universe’s 92 basic chemical elements, which essentially makes each human body a catalog of the fundamental cosmic inventory. Furthermore, each human body during its lifetime totally replaces its entire atomic content several times over. Thus, for instance, the question, “How old is your nose?” has at least three accurate answers: in terms of its content your nose is simultaneously at least as old as the universe and as new as its latest refreshment of its cosmic atomic inventory. In terms of its contextual form, your nose is chronobiologically as old as your body, persistently and consistently (barring accidents) retaining its form both ongoingly and ongrowingly even as its transient atomic substance is forever passing through. Since each of us is thus a whole-universe catalog that continues to be frequently reissued in numerous successive editions, it takes an entire cosmos to birth and raise a child. 

