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A NEW WAY OF THINKING
We are the people of the parenthesis,

at the end of one era and not quite at the beginning of the new one….
We are among the most important people who have ever lived.

We will determine whether humankind will grow or die, evolve or perish.

~Jean Houston, The Passion for the Possible~

It is transition time on planet Earth,

and we are the transition team.

~Barbara Marx Hubbard~
Scientists – now familiar with field theory, ecological dynamics, and the transactional nature of perception – can no longer see man as the independent observer of an alien and rigidly mechanical world of separate objects. The clearly mystical sensation of self-and-universe, or organism-and-environment, as a unified field or process seems to fit the facts. The sensation of man as an island ego in a hostile, stupid or indifferent universe seems more of a dangerous hallucination.

~Alan Watts~

The idea that will change the game of knowledge is the realization that it is more important to understand events, objects and processes in their relationship with one another than in their singular structure.

~Mihalyi Csikszentmihalyi~
The central concepts in every one of our modern disciplines, sciences and arts are patterns and configurations [such as “metabolism”, “homeostasis”, “ecology”, “personality”, “syndromes”, “gestalts” and other conceptual formulations of an integral nature]. These configurations can never we reached by starting with the parts – just as the ear will never hear a melody by hearing individual sounds. Indeed, the parts in any pattern or configuration exist only, and can only be identified, in contemplation of the whole and from the understanding of the whole. Just as we hear the same sound in a tune rather than C-sharp or A-flat, depending on the key we play it in, so the parts in any configuration – whether the “drives” in a personality, the complex of chemical, electrical and mechanical actions within a metabolism, the specific rites in a culture, or the particular colors and shapes in a nonobjective painting – can only be understood, explained or even identified from their place in the whole, that is, in the configuration. 

~Peter Drucker~

No deeply original thinking can be expressed adequately in existing language. That language operates among people who see the world in a particular way. The deeply original thought leads to a different way of seeing the world. It has to work against the implications of the existing language. It has to draw the readers or hearers into noticing features of experience that have heretofore eluded them. It has to evoke to consciousness dim intuitions that have been suppressed by the existing conceptuality and socialization. One cannot translate the new vision into the vocabulary of the old. In Jesus’ words, this would be to pour new wine into old wineskins. 

~John Cobb~

It is clear to me that metaphors serve an important role, pregnant with meaning for those of us working at the frontiers [of human experience]. We need not only to examine our current metaphors, but also to refresh ourselves with new ones – and let go of the stale metaphors that no longer serve us.

~Beverly Rubick (paraphrased)~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

A Preliminary Note to the Planetary Transition Team
Most of the quotations on this website (in green boldfaced print) are taken from a massive compendium of insightful statements gathered over nearly eight decades, which in the fullness of time will be published as The Gospel of Not Yet Common Sense. These quotations and their accompanying text elaborate upon and cultivate a radically new-common-sense way of thinking and of being in the world. They provide an essential antidote to an otherwise confounding predicament:
Now that I know, I find I must use the same words I used when I didn’t know.

~Sarah Branden~
Existing language can only continually reconstruct the same old same molds of former thinking. New thinking that takes us beyond the inertia of old paradigms requires novel language for the expression of its original thought forms. We therefore encourage you to be patiently mindful with this website’s occasional custom-tailored terminology. Your reward for such accommodation will be your acquisition of an unfamiliar integral way of viewing your lived reality, or else the realization that there are many others who share an integral outlook that already feels familiar to you. And to the extent that you experience some redundancy in what follows, please keep in mind that its new thinking bares, repeating. 

In any event, this preview is designed to facilitate your adoption of a newly emerging cosmological perspective on the nature and process of wellbeing, though only insofar as you can willingly forego any contrary preconceptions:   

It is easier to split an atom than a preconception. 

~Albert Einstein~

An opportunity for you to mindfully address this website’s perspectives on cosmological wellbeing, and/or contribute your own integral perspectives, is provided at the conclusion of each of the web pages in the following introductory preview.    
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THE INTERBEING of WELLBEING

We live in a changing universe,

and few things are changing faster

than our conception of it.

~Timothy Ferris, in The Whole Shebang~ (1997)
What we need is a philosophical bedrock 

that will provide a common understanding of the way reality works. 

This can then constitute a challenge for us to live as if reality is indeed like this.

~Alan Smithson~

In the spirit of the above pronouncements, we welcome you to this introductory preview of the most significant change taking place in the world today, a change in our prevailing view of the cosmic grand order and design of the universe, and of the way we view our own relationship thereto. Facilitating the emergence of this new view is the function of all those who choose to be active as a global transition team.
