Musical Anchors for the Thought Forms of Affirmative Prayer
On the count of three, shout out your home address.

If you shouted your street address, that’s where your house is. I asked you to shout your home address.  Everyone has the same home address: “Here I Am” 

 [Everywhere I Go, Here I Am ~ Come On ~ Holy]
There is only one “here I am,” that “here I am” is God, and that “here I am” is my eternal “here I am,” right now. Thus has it always been, always is, and ever more shall be. 

Accordingly, there is only one home, that home is God’s being, and that home is my eternal home right now. 
Each of us resides differently in the one and only home that is shared by all that is, “Here I Am.” Therefore, however many “there’s” I may perceive, as soon as I show up at any perceived “there,” it turns out to be more of what is forever “here.” 

Being eternally “here” as absolute in my inner experiencing as is the speed of light in my experiencing of the external world. This is our eternal and commonly shared experiencing of “here I am,” from which not even a no-fault divorce is possible.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Over the past four decades I have composed or discovered several musical mantras that I call “enchantments.” I call them “enchantments” because they are highly effective in anchoring the thought forms of affirmative prayer: recognition, unification, realization, thanksgiving, and release.

Viewers of the video of this evening’s encouragement needn’t be concerned with remembering the lyrics, all of which are downloadable on my web page entitled “Joy Songs” at www.noelfrederickmcinnis.com. 
The association of these enchantments with the five steps of affirmative prayer was triggered one day in the late 1980’s when I wondered, “If God had a theme song, what would its title be?” Almost immediately she replied, “Everywhere I go, here I am,” and I immediately came up with the enchantment,
Everywhere I Go, Here I Am

A few years later I paired it up with the song, “All Is God in This Place,” which I learned while doing a workshop in the late 1980’s for the ministerial students at Denver’s Mile High Church. And about a year ago, I sandwiched between these two enchantments the Dave Clark Five song, “I Like It Like That.”
“Come On, Let Me Show You Where It’s At

One day I realized that “Everywhere I Go, Here I Am” anchors affirmative prayer’s thought form of “recognition” that God is all there is.  This led to the further realization that that another enchantment that had come to me as a student in the Ernest Holmes school of ministry anchors the thought form of “unification.” This unification enchantment was inspired by Ernest Holmes’ statement in the Science of Mind textbook, “God as us, in us, is us,” and Swami Muktananda’s statement, “God dwells within us, as us.” The moment I saw the Muktananda statement it fused with the Holmes statement:
God Dwells within Me As Me

Soon after that I discovered an enchantment that anchors the affirmative prayer thought form of “realization”:

Every Little Cell

Story of mugging.

Instead of “Every little Cell” (and sometimes in addition to it) I musically anchor the thought form of “realization” with another enchantment:

Oh, How Lucky I Am

Yet another “realization” song is also ideal for introducing a time of prayer:

I Ask, Believing

It also eventually occurred to me that another enchantment I composed while in ministerial school anchors the affirmatiuve prayer thought form of “thanksgiving”:

My Heart Sings

At this point all that was required to complete the five steps of affirmative prayer was a song about “release.” And when I was unable to recall any song that was suitable for that purpose, I made one up:

I Don’t Want to Figure Myself Out

Having recognized these five songs as anchors of the five steps of affirmative prayer, I have ever since used them as the foundation for teaching the five steps.

I’ve composed another enchantment of thanksgiving that I sometimes sing prior to taking an offering:

The Lord Doth Love a Cheerful Giver

When I was invited in the late 1970’s to sing a prosperity song during a celebration at what is today the Seal Beach Center for Spiritual Living, I composed a three-verse song whose chorus is thus:

Some say it's more blessed to give than receive,

but the blessings are equally sure,

'cause whenever you're giving you're emptying spaces

that can only be filled up by more.

The spirit of your giving is the spirit received,

thus the law of attraction does pull,

and life shows its love for its cheerful givers

by filling its givers cheer full.

The three verses are written in so-called answer-song form, where each line is repeated by those present before I go on with the next one.
Each life is a gift,

the only one of its kind,

each life gives a lift

to the others it finds.

So when we all give

what we most want to be,

we all will receive

what we're most meant to be.

Some say it's more blessed to give than receive, etc.

Each one of us here

has something to share

that no one else here

can likewise declare.

That's why we accept

all the gifts that we are,

and thus we are kept

in life's loving care.

Some say it's more blessed to give than receive, etc.

Each talent we share

meets somebody's need,

each need that we bear

draws someone's good deed.

So when we let be

what each one does best,

we all are set free

to be equally blessed.

Some say it's more blessed to give than receive, etc.

For the affirmative prayer thought form of “release” I have written a song about transcending absence-mindedness - not transcending absence of mind, but transcendence of having absence on one’s mind. 

My Happiness Is All That I Can See

Another song of “realization” I’ve written distinguishes between so-called “making a living” and living what you’re made of.

Ain’t Doin a Thing’s Thing No More

Another “unification” song I’ve written has a verse of invocation and a verse of benediction:

Now We Are Gathered/Now We Go Onward

In the spirit of what used to be called “A Lucky Strike Extra” on the mid-20th century radio program, “Hit Parade,” I would like to share a wedding song I wrote:

Hold My Hand

I also like to close my public presentations with yet another song of “realization”:

We Are One

Again, the lyrics to all these songs are downloadable on my website page entitled “Joy Songs” at xxxx.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Polarity as “Dual Unity”

Although Ernest Holmes used the term “dual unity” in the Science of Mind textbook only once (p. 42/6),  nor have I ever seen the term used elsewhere by Holmes or anyone else, my encounter of that term in my first month of ministerial training resolved for me the greatest of all metaphysical conundrums, i.e., the conundrum of polarity.  Upon encountering the term “dual unity,” I felt like I had gained a graduate-level  understanding of Religious Science.  
That term has since served as an anchor of all my understanding. For example, it led to my understanding of art and science as a dual unity, rather than as the dichotomous “two cultures” dynamic made famous by C.P. Snow in his 1959 Rede Lecture.  Today, nstead of thinking in terms of “art and science,” I think of “artful science.”
All science is artful, and all art is scientific, because science is the art of pattern recognition and art is the science of pattern application. The two are no more separable than the head and tail of a coin – the coin being yet another dual unity.
The at-large implication of dual unity is exemplified in the Hua-yen Buddhist image of the “Jewel Net of Indra”:  
Far away in the heavenly abode of the great God Indra, there is a wonderful net which has been hung by some cunning artificer in such a manner that it stretches out indefinitely in all directions.  In accordance with the extravagant taste of deities, the artificer has hung a single glittering jewel at the net’s every node, and since the net itself is infinite in dimension, the jewels are infinite in number. There hang the jewels, glittering like stars of the first magnitude, a wonderful sight to behold. If we now arbitrarily select one of these jewels for inspection and look closely at it, we will discover that in its polished surface there are reflected all the other jewels in the net, infinite in number. Not only that, but each of the jewels reflected in this one jewel is also reflecting all the other jewels, so that the process of reflection is infinite.

This marvelous allegory of the cosmology of wellbeing has been further illumined by philosopher Robert Lubbock’s light of reason:

It teaches that the cosmos is like an infinite network of glittering jewels, all different. In each one we can see the images of all the others reflected. Each image contains an image of all the other jewels; and also the image of the images of the images, and so ad infinitum. The myriad reflections within each jewel are the essence of the jewel itself, without which it does not exist. Thus, every part of the cosmos reflects, and brings into existence, every other part. Nothing can exist unless it enfolds within its essence the nature of everything else. 
And as spiritual philosopher Alan Watts alternately metaphored this perspective:
Imagine a multidimensional spider's web in the early morning covered with dew drops. And every dew drop contains the reflection of all the other dew drops. And, in each reflected dew drop, the reflections of all the other dew drops in that reflection.… That is the Buddhist conception of the universe in an image. 

This is likewise my conception of dual unity at large.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Musical Anchors for the Thought Forms of Affirmative Prayer – Annotated Version
I want to thank all of you who responded to my invitation to participate in this video documentation of my New Thought related musical career. Following last year’s video uncloseting of my musical career of coughing up our metaphysical hairballs, I felt it was timely to likewise uncloset my less dubious musical offerings. Many of those who attended my metaphysical hairball upchucking concert are among those present here today, and all of you were invited to be with me just now so that this documentation may feels as real to me and its subsequent viewers as was the earlier one.

Emergenetics and HBDI 

AS ARE ALL PERSONS ON THE PLANET, each of us is a uniquely Self-presencing messenger of a living cosmos, whose message is encoded as out authentic voice within. Our life's purpose is to access our inner voice's message, to clarify its meaning, and to share our mesdsage's meaning with the world, in thought, word and deed.

In terms of cosmic time, in which all things come to pass – the universe included – we are living in the second of five x-x billion-year ages which is approximately the developing universe’s late-adolescent-to-full-adult stage.

In an ever-changing world it is equally ever-necessary to be continually modifying our plans.

This website facilitates the self-illuminating convergence of two life strategies that are grounded in our cosmological wellbeing, an expression of spirituality that is historically known as “New Thought” and a contemporary strategy of overall life-management known as “Access Consciousness.” While each of these expressions empowers one to experience the reality of his or her own choosing, New Thought provides an alternative form of thinking, while Access Consciousness provides a cerebral bypass to formalized thought via a process that evokes what is called by some “ beginner’s mind” and by others as “don’t know” mind. 

This website facilitates the self-illuminating convergence of two life strategies that are grounded in our cosmological wellbeing, an expression of metaphysical spirituality that is historically known as “New Thought” and a contemporary energetic modality of overall life-management known as “Access Consciousness.”  
Each of these expressions empowers one to experience the reality of his or her own choosing. New Thought does this by providing an alternative form of thinking, while Access Consciousness provides a cerebral bypass to formalized thought that evokes what some call “beginner’s mind” and others call “don’t know” mind. 

Reality in the forms that we know and experience it is the outcome of an inside job.

What is commonly termed “soul” is not a form of expression, being rather an opening to the beneficial presence of cosmological wellbeing that is commonly called “Spirit.” 

I've spent a lifetime gathering and nurturing insights such as these, awaiting the shift in our collective consciousness that would allow them to be clearly heard.
“substance is occasionally secreted in the interstices of process.”
Boundary management and the law of attraction

I steadily proceed on a moment-to-moment basis toward what I feel most called to be, have and do, as best I know how to do it

G.O.D.
A comprehensive overview of the cosmology of our wellbeing is provided in four books:

· The Five Ages of the Universe: Inside the Physics of Eternity is a comprehensive overview of the physical cosmology of the universe, i.e., of the origin, structure, and operational dynamics of the entire physical cosmos, past, present and future, reviewed at http://www.amazon.com/Five-Ages-Universe-Physics-Eternity/dp/0684865769/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1360046832&sr=1-1&keywords=the+five+ages+of+the+universe
· The New Universe and the Human Future: How a Shared Cosmology Could Transform the World is a comprehensive overview of the physical cosmology of wellbeing, i.e.,  of the implicit metaphysical laws (as above and within) and explicit physical laws (so below and without) that govern the cosmos, as they have been translated by numerous cultures to form their respective outlooks on the meaning and purpose of life from a cosmological perspective, reviewed at http://www.amazon.com/New-Universe-Human-Future-Cosmology/dp/0300165080/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1326838003&sr=1-2 
· Cosmosophia: Cosmology, Mysticism, and the Birth of a New Myth is a comprehensive overview of…., reviewed at http://www.amazon.com/Cosmosophia-Cosmology-Mysticism-Birth-Myth/dp/0979924685/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1360048008&sr=1-1&keywords=Cosmosophia
· Evolutionary Enlightenment: A New Path to Spiritual Awakening is a comprehensive overview of both the inward path to the realization of at-one-ment and the forward path t o the realization of evolutionary at-one-ment, reviewed at http://www.amazon.com/Evolutionary-Enlightenment-Path-Spiritual-Awakening/dp/1590792092/ref=pd_sim_b_18 
Science is the study of the overall Grand Order and Design of the universe: the way it works, what it does, and how best to relate to it. 
Physical science is the study of the structural, temporal and operational aspects of the overall Grand Order and Design..
Metaphysical science is the study of the interrelational principles that govern the overall Grand Order and Design.

All forms of scientific endeavor practice the art of recognizing patterns of formation in the overall Grand Order and Design.

All forms of artistic endeavor practice the science of applying patterns of formation in the local Grand Order and Design.

Gospel of John

Patterns, not plans

Developmentally emergent

Open-ended – build bridge as walking on it

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Dear Bo and Barry,
 
Thank you for your kind patience while I have taken the time to sit with “Where are we now?” “Where do we want to go?” and “What navigational adjustments are needed to get there?” 
 
Where are we now?
 
We have a proven program that needs updating (my part), technology and marketing (yours).
 
The overall purpose of this program is to awaken, acknowledge and encourage the unique voice, gifts and message of an individual, group, business or community.  Using the vehicle of writing a book, a framework is provided for discovering this voice and gifts, clarifying the message and expressing that message to the world.  This is a journey of transformation with the added benefit/byproduct of creating a book.
 
While an author can create any size book they choose, the program focuses on:
· 3.5x5” books, 32 to 192 pages     Say more with less            Use less planet resources   (digital and printer ready files)
· 32 pages = 7 Word doc pages +/-, single space Arial 10 (reduces paralysis factor)
· Online environment/workbook per book – expand/deepen readers experience, private jounal for reader's experience, connection to author, group’s work. .Add/update information in real time, without reprinting.  
· Book use examples:  Legacy, transformation, living business card, series with larger book/message into modules, Pre-pub/marketing tool for upcoming books, curriculum pieces for seminars, workshops, etc.  
 
The technology that has been used for this program is:
· Programmer friendly, rather than user friendly.
· Incomplete.
· Lacking customer support.
· Required three separate sites for author access.
 
Program Admin Site:    
http://www.messengerwebsite.com/admin_login.cfm
moc8 moc8
 
Online environment site:
http://messengerminibooks.com/
Author Login
Email and Password            susan@voiceofenthusiasm.com
 
Support site:
http://support.movementofchange.com/Main/Default.aspx
Knowledge Base
 
Marketing is needed for both the program and the authors.
Where do we want to go?
 
What comes to mind first:
· An evergreen program that provides access to and through the program at the timing, rate and rhythm of an individual or group.
· A “White Label” program (Barry educated me about this term) to support and expand an existing program for inspirational speakers, motivational speakers, educators, coaches, mentors, trainers, etc.
· Wherever else this program can be of service.
 
What navigational adjustments are needed?
 
Me:   Update program content:  Video, audio, resource materials for existing modules
· Writing Process
· Publishing Process
· Online environment/workbooks
     
        Add:
· Basic business training module
 
You:  Provide:
· Technology, training and support for the program
· Marketing for the program
· A marketing module for the program 
· Technology, training and support resources/referrals for program users.  
· Marketing resources/referrals for program users.  
No migrating is needed, since the underlying site/technologies are being replaced.  I have release and agreement for use of all of the program materials with my co-creator, Robert Evans.  

 
Our three Amazon best selling authors:
 
Sheila Unique               Quick Shifts
http://www.amazon.com/Sheila-Unique/e/B0054EM4JC/ref=sr_tc_2_0?qid=1359060370&sr=1-2-ent
 
Saskia Roell                 A Suitcase Full of Faith
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=Saskia+roell
 
Ronda delBoccio            The Peace Seed
http://www.amazon.com/Ronda-Del-Boccio/e/B002BWVWP2/ref=sr_tc_2_0?qid=1359060494&sr=1-2-ent
 
My book:  Angel’s Gift:  How Every Child Changes the World
Short video intro/reading:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J4t2EZRm45k
The ebook is attached.
Okay, there we have it for now.  
 
I, too, am elated to be creating with you and look forward to serving the world together in this way!
 
Deepest Gratitude and Blessings To You Both

Stayin In The Grace!

Susan
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Dear Noel - private

Thanks. I am trying to do the following things

1. Help others transform

2. Help the wonderful team in Portland transform "together"

3. Help that wonderful team in Portland, earn a living and "survive", most are struggling

4. Create a powerful network, the Essence Club Network, so we not only survive, but "thrive"

5. Earn enough money to keep myself afloat...and pay my own bills in the process !

If we all Set Our Collective Minds together, and align ourselves with the One MIND, and ASK for Success, Abundance, then we WILL be answered.

You and I know the laws, let’s make it happen. We all need each other. 

We have a webinar scheduled for Tuesday night, 22nd, details to follow but I think 7 pm. That is something I hope you can be on. 

I think you will like what I have to say. Its a bit ... prophetic! And catalyzing.

Staying In Grace

JD
Dear Friends

I uploaded the Webinar presentation to Youtube. It is "unlisted" but everyone should be able to view and listen from this link. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fvGF5xs96yw
I also attach the pdf file and a link to the Portal below.

Comments and Questions that came up on the call, and Ideas suggested are listed below. I created a WeJIt (on line discussion/ collaboration tool) to continue sharing ideas and questions. Anyone can create a comment, question, or new wejit to share ideas. This way they are all captured.

All these ideas and comments listed below are in this WeJIT Discussion Board: Please share your feedback there. 

http://www.mywejit.com/#!27cc91b7eab8dea819a78bcefcb2d105
IDEAS
1. Maybe it should be a free site, where we all contribute and volunteers support operations. Kind of like Wikipedia with a focused purpose 

2. Perhaps it is the beginning of a new version of TED, focused on the idea where Science meets Soul, a convergence of knowledge and wisdom and people who live and work under this premise. And hence, we organize conferences sharing how we apply our Essence and the philosophy in life.

Comments:
1. Love the messages of love and unity of purpose. Like the "soul" of it all.

2. I'm weighing the pros and cons. Perhaps it boils down to building relationships.

3. Its like the message from Lynn McTaggart, in the Bond

4. The words and terms are a bit confusing (several shared the same comment)

5._______other ideas?

Questions:
1. Human nature being what it is, how do we prevent people from taking more than they give?

2. How do we support mutual sharing and giving? (I suggested that perhaps we have a review board or honor committee like at the Naval Academy)

3. What is the timeline for moving forward?

4. Do we have a common "Charter" for a club and community?

5. What is the difference between a Club and a Community? (I answered this one by saying that a Club is a local geographic office so to speak where people can belong in multiple On Line Communities. And a Community is like a global business unit or process. A Community of Health and Healing for example, is the same everywhere, but a local Club may have many members in different Communities)

6. Can the Portal design be changed? (I said yes. The Blue content is probably always dynamic but the orange connection/medium channels probably remain the same)

7._______other questions?

Action Items
1. Miriam, Paul, Jessica and Susan formed a Committee to review the terms, words and concepts

2. JD posted the video on Youtube, link above

3. JD will schedule a followup call for two weeks

4. Everyone should meet with their friends and see how they feel it can best add value to their Soul Purpose and Life Mission

5.______other actions?

http://www.powerofessence.org/
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

ACCESS CONSCIOUSNESS
Noel Frederick McInnis

Access Consciousness empowers us to gain access to what Japanese Zen Buddhism calls “beginner’s mind,” and what Korean Zen Buddhism calls “don’t know mind.” The advantage of gaining such access is proclaimed in a well-known Zen pronouncement: “If your mind is empty, it is always ready for anything, it is open to everything. In the beginner's mind there are many possibilities, but in the expert's mind there are few. ~Shunryu Suzuki
There is only one way to access emptiness of mind, and that is via the path of cerebral bypass. Zen Buddhism and Tibetan Buddhism provide rigorous meditative paths of cerebral bypass. Access consciousness provides less vigorous intuitive access to the path of cerebral bypass by asking such questions as, “How can it get any better than this?” which thereby tends to detach one’s consciousness from whatever “this” may be; and the question, “What else is possible?” which likewise tends to detach one’s attention from that which the else an alternative.
The bars represent a non-verbal cerebral bypass via access to the energetic body in such a way that one’s tendency to psycho-sclerosis is bypassed. (“Psycho-sclerosis” is the condition of having a hardened and therefore closed mind, which is also known in some circles as “the paralysis of analysis” and as “hardening of the categories.” 
So what is it that successfully empowers us to access beginner’s mind, experience beginner’s mind, and practice FROM beginner’s mind?

 (Discussion)

Cerebral bypassing isn’t a matter of emptying one’s mind of content, it’s a matter of emptying one’s mind of its attachment to its content by maintaining a rigid point of view.  Beginner’s mind can simultaneously accommodate any number of points of view, including mutually contradictory ones, without conflict, argument, disagreement, or other form of mental and/or emotional turbulence. Beginner’s mind is utterly at home with the fundamental truth principle that the opposite of a profound truth is another profound truth, both of which co-exist as a dual unity, as do waves and particles in quantum mechanics (sometimes called “wavicles”), and as do science and art (science being the art of pattern recognition, and art being the science of applied pattern recognition). This includes being non-attached to the point of view we call Access Consciousness, for if one becomes an expert in Access Consciousness one is thereby immediately limited to a few possibilities.
 [Lama Thubten – Consciousness Service Teams]
It’s a well-known psychological and neuro-scientific fact that the greater the number of senses that are involved in an activity, the more permanent and powerful become the neural circuitry that supports that activity. That being the case, Heidy has come up with a multisensory approach to the ten-time repetition of “All of life…” Therefore, I want you to pair up with someone, preferably with your life partner if she or he is also present this evening. 
Demonstrate

Heidy has similarly come up with a multisensory way to do this exercise with oneself.

Demonstrate
Are there any [more] questions?

Dear Jeffery,

I am truly sorry about the way things have worked out, and ideally would have liked them to be far otherwise.  

We are committed to paying back the $600 that you advanced us, which will begin when Heidy receives her first new paycheck.

There is one more thing of which I would like you to be aware. Anna trashed my office while she was in our home. 

I am saying it was primarily Anna who did this, because it is unconceivable to either us that Desi or William would have done such a thing. 

When I came home I discovered that several square feet of my office floor were strewn with over 50 books, plus many magazines, papers and other items.  This even included a pair of scissors, a ball of thread, and a flashlight, each of which was on the floor at the opposite side of the room from the three different places where they were kept, for one of which someone would have had to reach well upward to fetch. 

Many of the books were several feet away from their original location, in different directions from where they had originally been stacked. They were not just knocked over in heaps, they were evenly distributed over several square feet of floor space. No one who was acquainted with the original location of the items strewn about my office floor would consider this to have been accidental.

While as a parent I might not in every case have totally disallowed my own two young children to be with a child like Anna, I would have assured that they had constant adult oversight whenever they were together.










Stay in the grace!

Dear Jeffery,

I am truly sorry about the way things have worked out, and ideally would have liked them to be far otherwise.  

We are committed to paying back the $600 that you advanced us, which will begin when Heidy receives her first new paycheck.
There is one more thing of which I would like you to be aware. Anna trashed my office while she was in our home. 
I am saying it was Anna who did this, because it is unconceivable to either us that either Desi or William would have done such a thing. 

When I came home I discovered that the office floor was strewn with over 50 books, plus many magazines, papers and other items.  This even included a pair of scissors, a ball of thread, and a flashlight, each of which was on the floor at the opposite side of the room from the three different places where they were kept, for one of which (the scissors) Anna would have had to reach well upward to fetch. 
The books were from two stacks that were on the floor, plus four knocked-over stacks that were on top of two low bookcases of two-shelves each, located a few feet away from each other. Three of these stacks were on one bookcase. The fourth stack was on the other bookcase with the stacks on either side of it undisturbed, indicating that the trashing had been selective rather than multi-accidental. In other words, the rubble on the floor was evidence of mayhem rather than of merely overly-rambunctious behavior.
No one who was acquainted with the original location of the items  strewn about my office floor would consider this to have been accidental, since many of the books were several feet away in different directions from where they had originally been stacked. They were not just knocked over in heaps, they were evenly distributed over several square feet of floor space.
While as a parent I might not in every case have totally disallowed my own two young children to be with a child like Anna, I would have assured that they had constant adult oversight whenever they were together.









Stay in the grace!

EPIC’s initiation and consecration . . .  and whatever else is possible 
NOTE: This post is being sent to all who were invited to attend this morning’s EPIC visioning session, even though they could not themselves attend, and of all of whom concerned will remain on this elist unless and until you request to be omitted.

Dear Awe-sums of EPIC proportion,

I am deeply and gratefully heartened by the energy of at-one-ment that we so concentrically and coherently co-grounded this morning, which I experienced as a reunion of souls.
While Chuck Willis and I were afterward debriefing our respective experiencings of this morning’s invocation of at-one-ment, the energy of which was still palpably lingering in the space where we had just gathered, Chuck shared his feeling that we had experienced an initiation in every sense of that word, with which I wholeheartedly and soulfully agreed before I shared my own feeling that it was (and will ongoingly continue to be) a consecration of our at-one-ment in Spirit. 
Chuck and I also agreed that today’s visioning illumined the “what’s so(ul)?” of our EPIC group energy, leaving to our next gathering our contemplation of “so(ul) what?” [It was Chuck who triggered the addition of “(ul)” to these otherwise long-clichéd contrasting questions that I so frequently employ]
It was also Chuck’s intuition that our next gathering might also beneficially address the “what’s sore?” of those things we confessed to be requiring of our release, so that what we have identified as ours to become may more fully become “what’s soaring.”
Yes, Chuck and I have both been (dubiously?) blessed with WS (Wordsmith Syndrome).

Before the scheduling of our next gathering is addressed, however, I would like to utterly clarify my own sense of how we may best proceed . . . which is NOT by setting up the mechanical regularity of a meeting schedule. We will instead organically continue convening only one “next gathering” at a time, and will do so in the context of an understanding of Thomas Troward’s and Stephen Covey’s principle of “beginning with the end in mind,” which I prefer to translate as “beginning with the already-accomplished outcome in mind.”

Right now the only already-accomplished outcome of our group that I am foreeingly holding in my mind is EPIC’s perennially being all that we can be in God’s seeing of us as EPIC. 
In the ongoing (and ongrowing) process of the unfoldment of being, it has been long understood metaphysically – and is now quite recently also understood in the science of so-called “complex adaptive systems” (CAS) theory – that the only next step which is clearly visible to us at any given moment is the one that can be seen from the immediate perspective of the last step(s) we have already taken, because it is invariably this next step that has greatest relevance to its previous one(s), and is therefore required to be taken.  
In lieu of this process, the reason that many enterprises falter, founder or fail is because of a misplaced eagerness to take the last step to a desired outcome before all of the preparatory prior steps have been completely taken.  
Accordingly, as far as EPIC’s continuing to gather is concerned, I anticipate that the only question ongoingly before us will be when next we are to gather, rather than how often. This will continue to be my recommended protocol so long as we are in uncharted territory, in which no form of chart-making (flow, PERT or otherwise) will serve us, leastwise a temporal chart. 
Chart-making is one of the old linear bottles that cannot contain the non-linear wine of new consciousness without breaking the bottle. Yet once we have successfully created new bottles that do work, and we know how most effectively to work with them, chart-making and regular scheduling may again become functionally containable, in accordance with the principle “transcend and include.”
In addition to beginning with the already-accomplished outcome in mind, two other principles equally apply:

· perceiving from the already-accomplished outcome in mind;

· proceeding from the already-accomplished outcome in mind.

My all-time favorite example of the demonstrative power that is exemplified by the dedicated practice of these three principles is a true story (with names changed) that was included in a self-published book I co-authored in 1985, entitled The Power of Commitment, which was republished by Science of Mind Communications in 1990, and a story that some of you have seen in a recent prior communication to another emerging group in which you also belong.
When single parent Susan Bradford entered her kitchen one morning to make breakfast for herself and her daughter, Amanda, she found the three-year-old lying deliriously on the kitchen floor. Amanda had been awakened by a now subsiding storm, and had come to the kitchen to play. An open and now empty pill bottle lying beside her told the rest of the story.
Susan immediately read the bottle’s label, which warned that death from an overdose could occur within half an hour of loss of consciousness. Though she was dressed only in her negligee with her hair in curlers, she put the empty pill bottle in her purse, scooped Amanda into her arms, and ran to her car.
When the car would not start after several increasingly agonizing seconds of endeavor, Susan dashed back to the house to call a neighbor (there being no cell phones in those days). The phone line was dead, as service had been disrupted by a fallen tree. Rather than lose precious time going to her neighbor’s house, Susan ran directly to a close-by freeway with Amanda and her purse in her arms.
Though she was still scantily clad, Susan was concerned neither about the chilly and blustery weather that swirled around her in the wake of the storm now passed, nor about  the near-nakedness of her body. She stepped onto the freeway to wave down a car, and immediately got a ride. She and Amanda were at the nearest hospital emergency room in just a few more minutes.
When Susan was later asked what she would have done had no one stopped, she said, “I’d have undressed, laid down on the freeway – done whatever it took until someone stopped.” (This is proceeding from the already-accomplished outcome in mind
When Susan was further asked what went through her mind as she read the label on the empty pill bottle, she said “I immediately saw myself in the hospital emergency room with Amanda. It never occurred to me that I wouldn’t make it. I thought of nothing else but being there with her, and I kept doing whatever was necessary until that’s where I actually was.” (This is perceiving from the already-accomplished outcome in mind.)
To be already really somewhere in one’s mind until one is actually there in one’s body is the cosmic chutzpah of an outrageously unreserved commitment to a pre-chosen outcome. It is the utter absence of reservation in such commitments that empowers one to do whatever it takes to realize them. 
By “unreserved” commitment is meant an undoubting, unconflicted, undivisive, and non-divertible intention. And how one maniFEASTs such an intention is by taking each relevant next step that reveals itself to our attention, which must show up when we are open to taking it and accordingly will show up when we are committed to taking it because (to cite Deepak Chopra), this is how such intentions “self-organize their own fulfillment.” (This, by the way, is one point on which New Thought metaphysics, CAS theory, and cognitive neuroscience are today in general accord, and is also fully exemplified in the Susan Bradford scenario.)
Taking always and only next relevant steps is likewise the only way to “build a bridge while we’re walking on it,” because the next step to be added to an incomplete bridge is the only step that can possibly be next laid down at any given time.  And fortunately, the very incompleteness of the bridge itself makes the next step obvious to all those who have become attuned to the obvious.
In short: we are now EPICally proceeding in the spirit of Albert Einstein’s observation that “If we knew what we were doing, we wouldn’t call it research, would we?”
 It is in the light of and in complete accordance with the unknown bridge-over-the-river-why? process that we today initiated and consecrated, that I’m feeling utterly confident of EPIC’s now divinely and cosmically ordained outrageous commitment to already being “about our Father’s business” in accomplishment of whatever further outcomes in form we may hereafter become consciously moved to serve.
Therefore, beginning with, perceiving from, and proceeding from the now-accomplished “what’s so(ul)?” of this morning g’s grounding of our EPIC energy field, it is clear that our next relevant step is a gathering at which we proceed to re-search the “so(ul) what?” (and “what’s sore?”) thereof. 
And the question with which we will further lure and court Spirit at that gathering will be “What else is possible?”
I am proposing that we gather at the same time and at the same station in Spirit, on whichever of the following Saturday 10 a.m.’s works for the most of us concerned, including those who missed this morning’s gathering. I am therefore asking each of you please to promptly let me know which of these Saturday 10 a.m.’s will NOT work for you:

· 10 a.m. Saturday, January 26

· 10 a.m. Saturday, February 2

· 10 a.m. Saturday, February 9

This approach to scheduling, by the way, is in honor of Meister Eckhart’s prescription:

God is not found in the soul by adding anything, but by a process of subtraction…. God does not ask anything else except that you let yourself go and let God be God in you.
In conclusion, I’m looking forward to our next gathering in the spirit of a favorite quotation that Richard Howells brought to my mind this morning with his statement, “no words”:
Fishing baskets are for catching fish. But when the fish are caught, you forget the baskets.
Snares are for catching hares, but when the hares are trapped, you forget the snares.
Words are for conveying ideas, but when the ideas are understood, you forget the words.
How I’d like to talk with someone who’s forgotten all the words.
~Chuang Tzu~
When we let go of having our own way with words, we thereby empower words to fully have their own way with us, which I call Wordsmith Syndrome 2.0, and which suggests that someone should write a New Thought ballad entitled "It Did Me Its Way."  (I no sooner typed that last sentence than such a ballad began taking form in my mind.)

I am accordingly looking forward to our next gathering’s allowance of our words to thus have their own way with us, as we say what we are listening to while exploring the “what’s so(ul)?” of the heartfelt “so(ul) what?” that we initiated and consecrated this morning.
Here’s to thus raising our allowance!

Stay in the Grace!

Noel
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

ENVIRONMENTS FOR LEARNING
As a principal consequence of the epiphany I had in the summer of 1965, which preceded my instant remission of diagnosed leukemia, I took a 180-degree turn as a college instructor and made over my history and political science classes from teaching environments to learning environments. And for many years thereafter I also taught experiential classes on learning how to learn.

After 48 years of continually creating environments for learning (knowledge assimilation) rather than for teaching (information transmission), I know how to empower others’ ability to establish and sustain learning environments in a powerfully brief, one-time, three-hour invitational learnshop experience entitled “Creating Environments for Learning” (CEL). 

Needless to say, the CEL learnshop would itself be an environment for learning. The workshop’s process would be its principal content, thereby empowering participants to quickly become the difference they are being asked to make.

I have some excellent brief curriculum materials for emailing to invited participants in advance of the learnshop. These materials would pre-acquaint them with the paradigm-shifting principles that will govern their experiencing of the learnshop’s empowering perceptual makeover of teaching-centered classrooms into learning-centered classrooms. The most dynamic outcome of this perceptual makeover is that the facilitator - no longer a mere “teacher,” and rather a co-learner - becomes him/herself contagiously excited with the learning process.

I suggest that this CEL learnshop initially be offered exclusively to those whom the NTCSL education ministry specifically invites, who would attend the learnshop in return for a love offering. At a minimum, I suggest requiring EVERYONE who is presently leading NTCSL classes and/or learnshops to participate, plus everyone who is eventually expected or is proposing to do so. 

For instance, if the Request for Proposal (RFP) idea is adopted for the screening of multiple candidates to staff topical classes and learnshops (e.g., on Yoga, abundance, loving relationships, etc.), the request could specify as an integral part of the selection process that all proposing candidates attend the CEL learnshop.  This would give the education team an excellent opportunity to discern who among multiple candidates is most qualified to facilitate the class and/or learnshop environment(s) they are proposing to facilitate. 

I would gladly participate in crafting an RFP whose completion by prospective candidates would be a significant learning experience in and of itself. 

We might also offer a version of the learnshop to practitioners, to facilitate their practice of facilitating their client’s learning of what presently they may tend to be mostly transmitting during their client sessions.

I am confident that this program would significantly raise the overall volume of participation in existing classes and learnshops, and would significantly increase our spiritual community’s demand for more of each. 

Furthermore, aligning this preparatory process with the “unused glass” practice (insofar as is feasible) of scheduling every Friday night and (when available) Monday and Tuesday night, plus occasional Thursday nights, with classes, learnshops, and other educative activities and events. I’m confident that this could generate an additional income to NTCSL of $10,000 or more per year from 2014 onward, and a few to several thou$and dollars THIS year as we’re getting the program off the ground. Some of this income could be allocated as “nurture capital” to cover the up-front costs of forthcoming profitable events that require some initial investment, such as, for example, flying in a speaker, performer, or learnshop facilitator.

An additional way to generate further revenue from the CEL learnshop would be to invite the leadership and education ministries of all 20 New Thought churches and centers in this region to send their teaching staff.

And perhaps best of all, a version of this learnshop could be offered to the thousands of parents in the P-V area who are involved in a variety of home schooling and other alternative-to-formal-schooling modalities, which I collectively designate as “Facilitated Self-Directed Learning” (and would entitle the workshop as such).

Susan Buckley and I are already preparing to thoroughly network this community as an outreach of the Consciousness Service Team we are about to initiate, and this learnshop could be the Team’s initial offering of community service. 

Please imagine with me what an enormous boost this latter service would give to our youth and family ministry program. 

TEACHING:  From “The Art of Teaching,” in John Blaydes, The Educator’s Book of Quotes (Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin Press, Inc., 2003), pp. 23-41.

If we don’t model what we teach, we are teaching something else. ~Abraham Maslow

If a doctor, lawyer, or dentist had 40 people in their office at one time, all of whom had different needs, and some of whom didn’t want to be there and were causing trouble, and the doctor, lawyer, or dentist, without assistance, had to treat them all with professional excellence for nine months, then he might have some conception of the classroom teacher’s job. ~Donald O. Quinn

To be a teacher in the right sense is to be a learner. I am not a teacher, only a fellow student. ~Soren Kierkegaard

Children absorb our lessons, and then time and experience help knit them together. Thought is a process, not an event. ~Unknown

However hard we may preach, it is by example t hat we teach. ~Old saying

If you would thoroughly know anything, teach it to others. ~Tyron Edwards

Our neighborhoods represent the best and last frontier in our collaborative efforts to advocate for an improve the lives of children. It is within the structure of neighborhoods that children develop, incorporate values, and eventually learn the skills necessary for responsible citizenship. ~Charles DeLeo

Students need to know that you care before they care what you know. ~Unknown

When they need to speak, you listen; when they need to listen, you speak; when they need to question, you answer; and when they need to answer, you question. Knowing when is just a part of what makes you a great teacher. ~Author unknown

A student’s greatest thinking will come from his or her ability to break away – not to conform. ~Author unknown

He who dares to teach must never cease to learn. ~John Cotton Dana

A good teacher is someone who can understand those not very good at explaining and explain it to those not very good at understanding. ~W. A. Palmer

The most significant word in teacher is “each.” ~Robert DeBruyn

Teachers effect eternity; they can never tell where their influence stops. ~Henry Adams

Education is not filling a pail but the lighting of a fire. ~William Butler Yeats

We expect teachers to handle teenage pregnancy, substance abuse, and the failures of the family. Then we expect them to educate our children. ~John Sculley

He that teaches himself hath a fool for a master. ~Benjamin Franklin

The mediocre teacher tells. The good teacher explains. The superior teacher demonstrates. The great teacher inspires. ~ William Arthur Ward

In a completely rational society, the best of us would aspire to be teachers and the rest of us would have to settle for something less, because passing civilization along from one generation to the next ought to be the highest honor and the highest responsibility anyone could have. ~Lee Iaccoca

One looks back with appreciation to the brilliant teachers, but with gratitude to those who touched our human feelings. ~Carl Jung

“Tell me what you read and I’ll tell you who you are” is true enough, but I’d know you better if you told me what you reread. ~Francois Mauriac

A great teacher never strives to explain his vision – he simply invites you to stand beside you and see for himself. ~Rev. R. Inman

I touch the future. I teach. ~Christa McAuliffe
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Dear colleagues in Global Heart ministry,
As humankind has gradually been learning over the past six decades, via our growing understanding of biological and social ecology, diversity is the foundational means of sustaining unity (which is always plural and at minimum two), inclusivity, and at-one-ment. 
And as Ernest Holmes described the ultra-foundational meta-ecological principle that is demonstrated in each of these two ecological realms:
Everything in the universe exists for the harmonious good of every other part.

The universe is forever uniting what is harmonious and diminishing what is not….
                           It is the unessential only that is vanishing, that the abiding may be made more clearly manifest.
 
With reference, therefore, to raising both our DQ (Diversity Quotient) and IQ (Inclusivity Quotient), we might do well to address the questions:
· Is there anything unessential in our teaching and CSL local-to-global ministries that would serve us well by vanishing? 
· Is there anything abiding in our teaching and CSL local-to-global ministries that could be made even more clearly manifest?
If our answers to both questions are "no," a diversity/inclusivity issue would seem to be nonexistent.
If the answer to one or both questions is "yes," then another way to raise our Diversity and Inclusivity quotients - which coexist as what Ernest called a "dual unity" - might be to give serious initial visioning and subsequent deliberation to the following four questions which - at least to me - seem to be focused on the Global Heart of the matter:
· How is the teaching and Global Heart service outreach of our spiritual philosophy, to the greater harmonious good of all concerned, at present highly effective in attracting participation in our spiritual communities by persons of diverse racial and ethnic origin, of diverse gender expression, of non-mainstream lifestyle preferences, and by the less well-to-do?
· How could our teaching be even more highly effective than at present in some or all of these ways? 

· How are our CSL local-to-global ministries and their Global Heart service outreach, to the greater harmonious good of all concerned, at present highly effective in appealing to and attractive of participation in our spiritual communities by persons of diverse racial and ethnic origin, of diverse gender expression, of non-mainstream lifestyle preferences, and the less well-to-do?
· How could our CSL local-to-global ministries be even more highly effective than at present in some or all of these ways?
To lump-sum the overall thrust of these four questions most simply:
How highly effective is our SOM spiritual ecology at scratching a niche?  
:>)
Though I don't always get what I'm looking for, I do always get what I'm looking from.  
Stay in the grace!
Noel 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

As a long-time and fairly accomplished practitioner of the metaphysical Law of Synchronicity, I this afternoon received an email that was addressed to 10 ministers (by ”bcc” so that none would know the others’ identities – so you may have received it as well) that proceeded as follows:

RE: Attendance, Needs, the need for genuine Empathy, and Soliciting Quality Feedback

Dear Valued Reverend, you may not realize this but your congregants ARE rare gold, especially the one's like me that can be a pain in the ass.   The one's giving you the most problems are actually screaming for unmet needs to be met and likely speaking for at least 150 others who will not speak up because they are too scared to and stuck in being 'good boys' or 'good girls'.   I hope this finds you in a good space and blesses you 'exactly where you are' in your own consciousness...this is being e-mailed to 10 Reverends (leaders) that I have e-mail addresses for whose churches (or centers) I have actively attended and participated in.

I have attended numerous 'New Thought' (Religious Science and Unity) churches over the past 16 years and 'occasional' Unitarian churches over the past 18 years all across America in major cities such as: Northern Virginia; San Diego, CA; Encinitas, CA; Seattle, WA; Austin, TX; Saint Louis, MO; Chicago, IL; Portland, OR; Anchorage, AK; and Ashland, OR.   I have even been to several other religious centers on occasion.  They all have one thing in common...rarely, if ever, do they solicit any meaningful feedback from their congregants about their deepest needs.  

Most congregants in my opinion act 'nice-nice' (like good boys and girls, but harbor a 'nasty' mean shadow side) and often do the 'blow-off' (passive-aggressive behavior) and stop giving and stop coming when they get angry (mad) instead of giving any meaningful feedback, especially if the church makes it difficult to; empowering feedback matters...why stumble in the dark, if you can easily get feedback from willing members?

For me, Reverends that have that 'choose' the courage to solicit sincere courageous feedback of their congregants needs only then REALLY serve the true needs of their congregants.  Unfortunately, as a human being and as a therapist, I have not experienced many people actually knowing what their real needs are...I have experienced people as very illiterate about their 'feelings and needs'...the things that makes us very human, humble, and ALIVE!!!   I know LOVE (GOD) is within each and everyone of us. 

The Bottomline:  
Soliciting ongoing OPEN and HONEST FEEDBACK matters!!!   The reasons any center closes or has low attendance is because of a lack of HONEST feedback from the population it serves...it is up to you to solicit that feedback because you are the the authority figure that can allow and encourage it...the feedback is immense GOLD...look DEEP and you will find immense riches beyond what you have seen before.

For me, every spiritual center has some major 'error thought(s)' in attracting others because they do not focus on the enormous amount of UNMET NEEDS in the local communities that people are suffering with everyday: like emotional safety, clarity, life purpose, contribution, making a difference, spiritual freedom, emotional liberation, the freedom to choose, etc.   I have seen Reverends 'rarely' ask their 'loyal and committed' members to invite new people and share what they are receiving (to spread the prosperity of wisdom and awareness) on a personal one to one level and to come without any obligation to Sunday services or a free introduction to 'New' Thought and how we are not like religious dogma that most equate with 'churches'.  

It is actually easy to fill EVERY seat in the church if you focus on the needs of those your serving (see below)...there are an awful lot of needs not being met.  For me, a true spiritual center is a safe sacred space to bring the good, bad, and ugly parts of myself and learn that I am okay and that those negative parts (shadows) are from past disappointments and hurts that have occluded me from knowing the truth not only about myself, but also the truth about ALL human beings.   Empathy heals!!!  
“In terms of where we are culturally and as a changing world, empathy is more essential today than it has been in any point in history,” — Lennon Flowers

http://www.cnvc.org/blog/2012/10/03/empathy-and-compassion-part-ii-education

http://www.cnvc.org/Training/needs-inventory
Solicit empowering feedback...its all about needs, needs, needs and high-quality 'empathetic' listening...
I hope you appreciate my contribution...please meditate on this...I am totally up to making an ENORMOUS DIFFERENCE!!!   
Thank you for reading.  

I took this message to heart, and responded as follows: 

Dear _____,

I'm going to give this the thoughtfulness that it deserves before I fully respond. 

Most immediately, however, I'm reminded of the perennial wisdom that the only thing which needs to be healed is the perception of "need" itself, and in the light of this insight I can readily admit that many Reverends have room for corresponding improvement in their ministry to others.

I am also immediately reminded of one of my favorite statements from Thaddeus Golas', The Lazy Man's Guide to Enlightenment, which suggests that such healing begins with we Reverends ourselves:

"Every person who allows others to treat him as a spiritual leader has the responsibility to ask himself: Out of all the perceptions available to me in the universe, why am I emphasizing the ignorance of my brothers? What am I doing in a role where this is real? What kind of standards am I conceiving, in which so many people are seen to be in [lack], while I am the enlightened one?"

Another dimension of the problem is our tendency as Reverends to "make nice," when what is sometimes instead called for is the advice of  Karlfried Graf Durkheim in his 1971 book, The Way of the Master:Daily Life as a Spiritual Practice (which again begins with a Reverends' ministry unto his or her own consciousness):

 The man who, being really on the Way, falls upon hard times in the world will not, as a consequence, turn to that friend who offers him refuge and encourages his old self to survive. Rather, he will seek out someone who will faithfully and inexorably help him to risk himself, so that he may endure the suffering and pass courageously through it, thus making of it a "raft that leads to the far shore." Only to the extent that man exposes himself over and over again to annihilation can that which is indestructible arise within him. In this lies the dignity of daring. 
Thus, the aim of practice is not to develop an attitude which allows a man to acquire a state of harmony and peace wherein nothing can ever trouble him. On the contrary, practice should teach him to let himself be assaulted, perturbed, moved, insulted, broken and battered - that is to say, it should enable him to dare to let go his futile hankering after harmony, surcease from pain, and a comfortable life in order that he may discover, in doing battle with the forces that oppose him, that which awaits him beyond the world of opposites. 
The first necessity is that we should have the courage to face life, and to encounter all that is most perilous in the world. When this is possible, meditation itself becomes the means by which we accept and welcome the demons which arise from the unconscious - a process very different from the practice of concentration on some object as a protection against such forces. Only if we venture repeatedly through zones of annihilation can our contact with Divine Being, which is beyond annihilation, become firm and stable. 
The more a man learns whole-heartedly to confront the world that threatens him with isolation, the more are the depths of the Ground of Being revealed and the possibilities of new life and Becoming opened.
Another excellent examination of "make-nice" spirituality is Ken Wilber's "A Spirituality That Transforms," which I have attached.
Though I don't always get what I'm looking for, I do always get what I'm looking from.  
Stay in the grace!

Sharing all of the above is by way of providing background for the next email that I will send to our entire team.

