Oh, How Lucky I Am!
Musical Anchors for the Thought Forms of Affirmative Prayer

 [Home Address]

[Everywhere I Go, Here I Am]

[I Like It Like That]

What’s not to like in a universe where, as Ernest Holmes said, ‘There is no spot where God is not’” and conclude this invocation with a song that was taught to me in the 1980’s by ministerial students at Denver’s Mile Hi Church:
[Holy]

Over the past 35 years I have accumulated a dozen or so New Thought songs, some rescued from obscurity but mostly composed by myself, that I would like to offer as a musical legacy to the New Thought movement, which is why I have invited a few folks who I’m so lucky to be here with to join me in this offertory ceremony – my wife, and some of the folks whose appreciation increases the value of my sharing them. Ask any realtor, and he or she will tell you that the word “appreciation” signifies increase of value. Those who are here with me this evening are fully appreciative of these songs, and their participation in this offering is increasing the songs’ value to the movement.
Last year I offered a musical concert of a quite different sort, in which I shared some of the songs I’ve composed or accumulated that exemplify what I call “coughing up our metaphysical hairballs,” and in retrospect have realized that it is likewise timely to come out of the closet with the less dubious side of my until now closely kept New Thought musical career. Most of those who are here with me just now were also present to appreciate the earlier musical upchuck that recognize the tradition of loss, lack, and abandonment – otherwise known as “country music” – and I thought it only appropriate to offer tonight’s compensatory musical balancing act to some of the same folks whose appreciation of whatever I do makes it so worthwhile to be doing it. 

Because most of the songs I’m about to offer are sing-along songs, they become real to me only as I am sharing them with folks whose appreciation makes them feel so real to me, and which also makes me feel more real, like the relatively closeted velveteen rabbit that I have been for so much of my life. 
Viewers of this offering needn’t be concerned with remembering the lyrics of these songs, all of which are downloadable on the page on my website entitled “Joy Songs,” and whose address is displayed on the screen. Many of these songs are musical mantras that I call the “enchantments” of New Thought, and whose purpose is to anchor the thought forms of affirmative prayer, aka spiritual mind treatment, the five steps being: 
· the recognition that there is – as Ralph Waldo Emerson put it – a single mind that is common to all persons;

· the unification of my mind with the common unity of the all-inclusive cosmic mind;
· the realization of the specific value of my unique participation in the all-inclusive cosmic mind;

· the thanksgiving that appreciatively increases the value of my participation in the all-inclusive cosmic mind;

· the release of anything in my own consciousness that presumes to devalue my participation in the all-inclusive cosmic mind.
In other words, the five steps of affirmative prayer are not about the all-inclusive cosmic mind itself, which already knows anything I have to say, the five steps of affirmative prayer are always and only about my own and others’ aligned participation in the all-inclusive cosmic mind.
The compilation of the mostly original songs I am offering this evening was triggered one day in the late 1980’s when I wondered, “If God had a theme song, what would its title be?” Almost immediately she replied, “Everywhere I Go, Here I Am,” and within five minutes I completed the song.
Everywhere I Go, Here I Am

I begin most of my public presentations as I did tonight, with the statement, “on the count of three, shout out your home address.” For the benefit of those who shout out their street address, I call their attention to the fact that I had requested their home address, and that everyone’s home address is “here,” and then invite everyone to sing the song along with me for three repetitions. Then we exclaim the well-known song by the Dave Clark Five, “I Like It Like That,” and conclude with the song “All Is God in This Place” – “this place” representing the “Here I Am” within which there can be no spot that God is not.
The song, “All is God in This Place,” was taught to me in the late 1980’s by the ministerial students at Denver’s Mile Hi Church, during a workshop that I convened for them. The version that taught me was slightly different from the way I now sing it.  Their version said “All is God in Disguise” . . .  etc.
One day it occurred to me that the proclamation, “Everywhere I Go, Here I Am,” anchors the Affirmative Prayer thought form of “recognition” that a single mind is common to all person, whereupon it further occurred to me that another little enchantment I composed while in ministerial school anchors the thought form of “unification” with the single mind that is common to all persons. [Origin of the song.]
[God Dwells within Me As Me]
Sometime later I learned yet another enchantment that anchors the thought form of “realization”:
Every Little Cell
Instead of “Every little Cell” (and sometimes in addition to it) I musically anchor “realization” with another enchantment:

Oh, How Lucky I Am
Yet another “realization” song is also ideal for introducing a time of prayer:

Ask, Believing

It next occurred to me that still another enchantment I had earlier composed anchors the thought form of “thanksgiving”:
My Heart Sings

At this point all that was required to complete the five steps of affirmative prayer was an enchantment about “release.” And when I was unable to recall any enchantment that was suitable for that purpose, I made one up:
I Don’t Want to Figure Myself Out

Having recognized these five enchantments as anchors of the five steps of affirmative prayer, I have ever since used them as the foundation for teaching the five steps.
I’ve written another song of thanksgiving that I sometimes sing prior to taking an offering:

The Lord Doth Love a Cheerful Giver
When I was invited in the late 1970’s to sing a prosperity song during a celebration at what is today the Seal Beach Center for Spiritual Living, I composed a three-verse song whose chorus is thus:
Some say it's more blessed to give than receive,

but the blessings are equally sure,

'cause whenever you're giving you're emptying spaces

that can only be filled up by more.

The spirit of your giving is the spirit received,

thus the law of attraction does pull,

and life shows its love for its cheerful givers

by filling its givers cheer full.

The three verses are written in so-called answer-song form, where each line is repeated by the audience before I go on with the next one.
Each life is a gift,

the only one of its kind,

each life gives a lift

to the others it finds.

So when we all give

what we most want to be,

we all will receive

what we're most meant to be.

Some say it's more blessed to give than receive, etc.

Each one of us here

has something special to share

that no one else here

can likewise declare.

That's why we accept

all the gifts that we are,

and thus we are kept

in life's loving care.

Some say it's more blessed to give than receive, etc.

Each talent we share

meets somebody's need,

each need that we bear

draws someone's good deed.

So when we let be

what each one does best,

we all are set free

to be equally blessed.

Some say it's more blessed to give than receive, etc.

I have also written some longer songs that anchor one of the thought forms of affirmative prayer. Concerning “release” I wrote a song about transcending absence-mindedness - not on transcending absence of mind, but transcendence of having absence on one’s mind. The song occurred to me after several years of intermittently contemplating a statement in A Course in Miracles:
[Statement]

details
My Happiness Is All That I Can See

Another song of “realization” that I’ve written distinguishes between so-called “making a living” and living what you’re made of.
Ain’t Doin a Thing’s Thing No More

Another “unification” song I’ve written has a verse of invocation and a verse of benediction:

Now We Are Gathered/Now We Go Onward

In the spirit of what used to be called “A Lucky Strike Extra” on the mid-20th century radio program, “Hit Parade,” I would like to share a wedding song I wrote:
Hold My Hand

I also like to close my public presentations with yet another song of “realization”:

We Are One

Again, the lyrics to all these songs are downloadable on my website page entitled “Joy Songs” at xxxx.


