AMPLIFYING AND INCREASING NTCSL’s DIVINE PROVIDENCE
(Part 2)
In response to my document concerning last Monday’s “Financial Future” meeting, several persons have indicated their intention to participate with a Consciousness Service Team whose purpose is to demonstrate the spirit of yesterday’s encouragement by Rev. David to “increase our imagination.” Specifically, our purpose is to empower as our fully realized ability the as-yet-untapped portion of our divinely innate capacity to imagine ever-greater experiencings and expressions of wellbeing in, by, throughout, and as the NTCSL spiritual community.  
In the context of the emerging 21st-century cosmology of wellbeing, what we commonly term as “Divine Providence” signifies the cosmic matrix of wellbeing that Ernest Holmes described in his statement

Everything in the universe exists for the harmonious good of every other part. The universe is forever uniting what is harmonious and diminishing what is not…. It is the unessential only that is vanishing, that the abiding may be made more clearly manifest.

Our “Ever-Greater Wellbeing Consciousness Service Team” (name subject to change by its participants) will begin by visioning its forthcoming service to the NTCSL community and beyond. In addition to our Team’s own subsequent initiatives, we will support all other program and project initiatives that promote the ever-greater wellbeing of all individual participants in our NTCSL community, and of our community as a whole.
If you would like to participate with this Consciousness Service Team and have not yet let me know this via a return email, please do so promptly.

I am again Bcc'ing this message to all NTCSL practitioners, who already are holding this vision in the brilliant Light of Divine Providence to which it aspires, and to whom the invitation to participate with this team is likewise extended.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

AMPLIFYING AND INCREASING NTCSL’s DIVINE PROVIDENCE

(Part 1)
Our “Financial Future” meeting earlier today was productive of many excellent suggested forms of potential new revenue, as well as of ideas for amplifying our existing revenue streams. What was not addressed is the primal, unformed, and unconditioned consciousness from which will emerge all of the forms of consciousness that we today addressed – though only if and when there is a commensurate movement of feet.

The proposal of which I briefly spoke is a way of tapping into primal, pre-formal, universal and divine consciousness. The proposal addresses all of the questions and concerns that we aired today, plus Rev. David’s “third thing” he couldn’t specify, and his proclamation a few Sundays ago that that “there is always more” and that “there is always more than one way.” (Despite my apparent Sunday morning drowsiness, I do get the message.) 

My two favorite examples of “more than one way” consciousness are these:

· A little-known facet of the life of Ivan Pavlov, who is most well-known for his discovery of why so many of us tend to think of slobbering dogs at the mention of his name, is that he was also an experimental psycho-pharmacologist. Pavlov objectively documented the bodily, mental, and emotional effects of various self-administered drugs by recording his observed and felt subjective experiencing thereof. At the outset of one experiment, he quickly lost consciousness, and upon awaking assumed that he had nothing to report. Yet when he looked down at his note pad, he saw that he had written four words while he was unconscious: “Think in other categories.” Had we made as much of this outcome of Pavlov’s research as we have made of his contribution to the science and technology of behavioral engineering, we would be in far more effective command of Albert Einstein’s famous insight that “The significant problems we face cannot be solved at the same level of thinking we were at when we created them.”

· In a variation on the familiar story of the perennial argument between the pessimist and optimist over the amount of water in a glass, after the pessimist pronounced the glass to be half empty and the optimist pronounced it to be half full, a passing materials engineer observed, "Gee, there's a lot of unused glass here." After all the years that pessimists and optimists have argued about the relative proportion of water to glass – thus relating to what isn't there – somebody finally noticed what is there: the unused portion of the glass. This is a classic example of “thinking in other categories.”

I recollected the engineer’s observation the moment I heard of our potential 20% budgetary deficit. “Gee,” I thought, “there’s a lot of untapped consciousness here.” This way of thinking is a demonstration of what Deepak Chopra sometimes calls “gap” consciousness, which is prerequisite to the taking of all form, and thus qualifies as an example of what anthropologist George Bateson called “the difference that makes the difference.” 

As Chopra has described the primal, unformed, and unconditioned consciousness that permeates this gap,

Each of us is a walking universe. Our inner space spans huge differences, with unreachable horizons in all directions. We contain black holes of lost memory and white holes of erupting joy. A mysterious center of gravity keeps all our mental processes in delicate balance. To change this vast, intricate, ever-evolving system, you must know how to overturn worlds. The only person who can do this is the god who presides over this inner cosmos, and when I presume to break into a patient's mind, it is to implant the idea that he is that god. By thinking, feeling and acting, he is altering the universe that is himself. If a person can gain that insight, even in a brief glimpse, anything in his life can change.  

In further accordance with the consciousness of the above-cited engineer, my proposal is to facilitate the NTCSL community’s replacement of lack consciousness with gap consciousness. The proposal has grown in part out of three practices that Heidy and I have learned from our training in Access Consciousness, as fortified by a legacy of my Christian heritage, and all of which are in concert with Rev. David’s aforementioned proclamations of “more” a few Sundays ago. 

Two very powerful affirmative questions that we’ve taken to heart from our Access Consciousness training are asked whenever something notable happens, regardless of whether it feels positive or negative: 

· “What else is possible?” – which fortifies faith in further possibilities, and 

· “How does it get any better than this?” – which fortifies faith In a universe where there is always more as well as always more than one way, whereby better alternatives are forever present and awaiting our consciousness thereof. (In the face of experiencing that feels negative one may ask, “How does it get any better than this?” In the face of experiencing that feels positive one may ask, “How does it get even better than this?”

Another Access Consciousness practice is to recite the mantra, “All of life comes to me with ease, grace, joy and glory,” ten times upon awakening and ten times upon retiring for the night, and also ten times at any point during the day when one feels in doubt of this. (I have added the word “grace” to the standard version of the Access Consciousness mantra.)

As another of my spiritual practices, I frequently contemplate a super-empowering term from my Judeo-Christian heritage, which is cited in a well-known statement about commitment by mountaineer William H. Murray, who scouted the path via which Sir Edmund Hillary and Sherpa Tenzing Norgay initiated the first-ever ascent to the summit of Mt. Everest:

Until one is committed, there is hesitancy, the chance to draw back, and always ineffectiveness. Concerning all acts of initiative (and creation), there is one elementary truth, the ignorance of which kills countless ideas and splendid plans: that the moment one definitely commits oneself, then providence moves, too. All sorts of things occur to help one that would never otherwise have occurred. A whole stream of events issues from the decision, raising in one's favor all manner of unforeseen incidents and meetings and material assistance, which no man could have dreamt would have come his way.

I have learned a deep respect for one of Goethe's couplets:

Whatever you can do, or dream you can, begin it.
Boldness has genius, power and magic in it.

The moment one definitely commits oneself, then providence moves, too. 
In my own practice of New Thought consciousness, I have found that mindfully dwelling on “providence” (i.e., divine provision) is far more productive of my wellbeing in general and of my positive outcomes in particular than are the terms “prosperity,” “abundance,” “supply,” “manifestation,” “wealth,” “money,” “finances,” etc., all of which are limited (and thus ultimately limiting) forms of providence. Instead of employing any or all of these conventional New Thought terms, I practice a single-eyed conscious focus on the al-encompassing and all infusing cosmic providence from which all forms thereof emerge. 

The word “providence” signifies an already pre-existing always-and-everywhere demonstration of as-yet-unformed wellbeing. The universe is provisional of unlimited wellbeing, and to view this limitlessness as “providence” brings realized wellbeing into my own experience far more effectively than does any other designation I’ve contemplated for that purpose. The practice of contemplating my own and others’ providence has become central to my understanding of cosmological wellbeing.

Within the foregoing context, my proposal is to form a Providence Consciousness Service Team whose members would periodically meet to

· initially vision how we can be of optimum service to the NTCSL community overall;

· open the NTCSL community’s consciousness to an acceptance of providence that will increase our income for the current fiscal year by 20% more than the initially budgeted amount; 

· invite the entire NTCSL community to individually and collectively commit to the acceptance and allowance of ever-greater providence;

· solicit, evaluate, and report community members’ specific ideas for amplifying our existing providence and generating ever-greater additional providence;

· facilitate the transformation of all malingering lack consciousness into dynamic gap consciousness. 
Assuming that I am not the only one who resonates with this proposal, I look forward to hearing from anyone(s) else who would like to be a participant on this forthcoming team. 
Rev. Noel McInnis
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