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The Year 2012:

The year 2012 signifies as many different things as there are people who presume to know what its about. Although this seminar considers some of these differences, its focus is on the commonalities that underlie these differences, the most important of which is a general agreement that 2012 signifies the emergence of a developmental phase transition in planetary consciousness. 
Phase transitions are differences of kind, rather than differences of degree. For example, changes of degree from 330 to 2110 Fahrenheit make water increasingly warm, while reverse changes make it increasingly cool. However, water at 320  becomes ice, and at 2120  becomes vapor. In both instances, the change of a single degree manifests a change of kind that is termed a “phase transition.” 
From an evolutionary perspective, major phase transitions occurred 1) when matter emerged from information, 2) when life emerged from matter, and 3) when objective/subjective conscious knowing emerged from life. Metaphysically, this process represents the successive emergence of consciousness as information, energy, matter, life, and objective/subjective conscious knowing. 
The Fourth Awakening:

The term, “Fourth Awakening” signifies the next phase transition in this sequence, the emergence at our present time, and via the human species, of non-symbolic knowing, i.e., of consciousness that is devoid of subjective/objective sensory distinctions. This collective human phase transition in turn signifies our further expansion into (not of) universal consciousness. Universal consciousness is all the consciousness there is, and is conserved just as matter and energy are conserved. One can neither add to nor subtract from the universe’s total energy~matter budget, and can only make transfers from the budget’s matter ledger to its energy ledger and vice versa. Accordingly, the physical universe is an ongoing expansion within universal consciousness, not an expansion of universal consciousness. Hence the Fourth Awakening signifies that humankind’s awareness is also further expanding into universal consciousness, and is not an expansion of consciousness itself. 

The Fourth Awakening includes the conscious realization of the cosmos as a single, interrelated whole, and thus our embodiment and expansion of a realization (literally, a “making real”) that all of us are one because all of the cosmos is one.
As the The Fourth Awakening’s authors explain: 

(http://fourthawakening.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=49&Itemid=57 )

Awakenings occur when something so profoundly changes the world that all of the old rules no longer apply. A powerful new order arrives, completely unexpected and without warning, and things are never the same again. Today, humanity stands on the cusp of the Fourth Awakening.

Awakenings have traditionally been accompanied by a long and turbulent transition period. In the past, these adjustment periods have been violent with the authority figures that held power before the Awakening doing everything they can to cling to their position and wealth. This time, it may be different…but it’s up to each of us.

The First Awakening occurred approximately 200,000 years ago when Homo Sapiens emerged in East Africa, but it took another 150,000 years for things to begin to get interesting.
The Second Awakening saw the emergence of spoken language, early shamans, and great myths being told around the campfire….
Ernest Holmes acknowledged this second awakening as the initial emergence within us of evolution’s self-awareness of its own process: 
The first great discovery man made was that he could think. This was the day when he first said "I am." This marked his first day of personal attainment. From that day, man became an individual and had to make all further progress himself. From that day, there was no compulsory evolution; he had to work in conscious union with Life. (Italics added.)

Concerning our transcendence of compulsory evolution Holmes declared that

The evolution of man brings him arbitrarily to a place where true individuality functions. From that day, a further evolution must be through his conscious co-operation with Reality. All nature waits on man's recognition of and co-operation with her laws, and is always ready to obey his will; but man must use Nature's forces in accordance with her laws, and in co-operation with her purposes--which is goodness, truth, and beauty--if he wishes to attain self-mastery.

More succinctly, Holmes similarly asserted that

Evolution has brought man to a point of self-expression and it can do no more for him until he consciously cooperates with it.
Concerning our evolutionary role, Holmes noted that
We are a part of the evolution of human destiny, we are a part of the unfoldment of the Divine Intelligence in human affairs. [This unfoldment] has reached the point of conscious and deliberate cooperation with that principle of evolution and out-push of the creative urge of the Spirit, on this planet at least, to bring about innumerable centers which It may enjoy. 
Holmes also cited the current urgency of our conscious evolutionary role [half a century ago, already]:

The world is undergoing the death throes of an old order and the travail of a new birth, and whether or not it remains suspended in a state of indeterminate coma or passes immediately into the Heaven of Divine Promise, will depend entirely upon how many of its ancient corpses it is willing to loose. It is as certain as that the laws of nature are immutable, that some day this transition will take place, some day the world will be reborn, resurrected into a consciousness of unity, cooperation, love and collective security.
To resume The Fourth Awakening’s authors’ exposition of the Second Awakening:
For the first time, early humans became self aware and while still considering themselves a part of nature they understood they were now different. We became aware of our own mortality. We started to fear death and began to seek a deeper understanding of the cycle of life and how it applied to us. We started to develop increasingly complex rituals of burying our dead to prepare them for the afterlife we hoped existed. We began a desperate search for immortality in any form.
In the middle of the Second Awakening we saw rudimental art in the form of cave drawings and crude figurines…and with it the first indications that humanity is deeply interconnected. The famous Chauvet and Lascaux caves in France. The aboriginal Ubirr wall art in Australia. The Pachmari Hills in India. The Apollo 11 and Wonderwerk Caves in southern Africa. Fell’s Cave at the tip of South America. All of this art was produced at roughly the same time and is very similar, yet it was produced by people in different corners of the world who didn’t know the others existed.

In the middle of the Second Awakening, the last great ice age ended with the perfect storm for human development. As is the case with every Awakening, something clicked on inside us. During the Second Awakening, humanity began to perceive the future and past in new ways that enabled planning. Fourteen thousand years ago, this allowed us to begin to plant crops and keep livestock which in turn allowed for larger fixed population centers. As the food supply grew and became more predictable there was a population explosion and a series of cultural revolutions. 

In addition to farming…metallurgy, ship building, and astrology all emerged at around the same time worldwide in roughly similar form. During the last part of the Second Awakening the changes in mankind were stunning. In a clear example of universal consciousness, many completely independent cultures around the world went through their own Bronze and Iron Age at approximately the same time. 

 In only a few thousand years humans went from grunting cave dwellers living in small groups to building city-states and writing epic poems. The quest for immortality shifted, in part, to being expressed through culture. If one could contribute to a culture that would outlast them, a sense of immortality was attained. Virtually all culture relates to this. It gives us the opportunity to perpetuate something larger than ourselves that we’re tied to and will outlive us. Making contributions to one or more of our cultural institutions serves the same purpose. 

The Third Awakening began around 3,000 years ago. It saw the rise of all modern religions, as well as science. Between 800 BC and 400 BC, there was a religious explosion. The key events in the Old Testament occurred, from which emerged Judeo/Christian beliefs. At the same time Taoism was being followed by Confucianism in China. The same was happening with Shintoism in Japan, and Hinduism and Buddhism in India, and later Islam.
For the past 500 or so years the political power of religion has waned while the power of science has flourished. With a few exceptions most of the people today live in societies with secular governments. For many scientists knowledge hit a tipping point about 150 years ago. Universities began to switch from religious institutions to being based on the German research model. While skeptical of religion, before that time all of the great minds were looking to science to prove there was a God, not to disprove it.

During the Third Awakening, the written word became increasingly commonplace. As it did the quest for immortality was no longer bound to culture or religion. For millennia this was about the best you could hope for, aside from religion. The problem is that it doesn’t take a genius to see that contributions made to Sumerian culture didn’t last forever. Rather than artifacts relating to a culture, science offers the opportunity to create universally relevant knowledge and thus a higher form of immortality so, practical benefits aside, it’s not hard to see why it caught on. 

The basic underpinning of science is universally understood truth but as they have piled more and more on, the whole structure of it is starting to buckle. When the big ideas from the previous Awakening start to collapse, a new Awakening is on the horizon.

The Fourth Awakening is just beginning. This is the one you get to participate in (whether you like it or not). All of the previous awakenings have one thing in common, they relate to thought. When we think, we think in symbols. The Fourth Awakening brings a new mode of being with it, one that goes beyond symbols and beyond thought. Glimpses of it have been written about for thousands of years. During the Fourth Awakening, all of us will discover that the immortality we’ve been seeking for 200,000 years has been a part of us all along. Are you ready?
As The Fourth Awakening book reveals, our “immortality” signifies far more than mere longevity. For as Ernest Holmes likewise revealed in his Science of Mind textbook chapter on “Immortality”, the term “immortality” signifies the ultimate way of our being, not just the length thereof. Immortality is “forever” only in the sense that we are forever NOW because we forever are in the now. 

The term “Fourth Awakening” therefore signifies a phase transition from our realization of mortal transience during the Third Awakening* to our realization of the immortal foreverness of our nowness.
*During the Second Awakening humankind maintained an “archaic” sense of its embedment within and embodiment of a continuing present time, as detailed in Mircea Eliade’s book, The Myth of Eternal Return. Insofar as the Fourth Awakening transcends yet includes all previous awakenings, the archaic sense of a continuing present – of being forever in the now – is being resurrected from its obscuration during the Third Awakening. Fortunately, one does not have to read Eliade’s book to get the essence of its message, which is conveyed by the reviews thereof at 
http://www.amazon.com/Myth-Eternal-Return-Princeton-Editions/dp/0691123500/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1268678345&sr=1-1
If reading those reviews whets your appetite for more,  see also http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eternal_return_%28Eliade%29
On the subject of “archaic revival” you may also read the paragraph at http://deoxy.org/t_adt.htm  , and the reviews of Terrence McKenna’s book, The Archaic Revival, at http://www.amazon.com/Archaic-Revival-Speculations-Psychedelic-Mushrooms/dp/0062506137
