The Awakened Vocation Network:
Fulfilling Yourself in Positive Self-Employment 

In a time of negative employment trends, the Portland-Vancouver area’s Awakened Vocation Network provides positive support to persons who are creating careers that satisfy their innermost vocational yearnings. 
AVN’s facilitator, Noel McInnis, explains, “the literal meaning of the word ‘vocation’ is ‘calling.’ A vocational calling is not the lure of some outer objective like gaining a paycheck or a position of authority over others. It’s the calling forth from within of one’s uniquely employable gifts.”
McInnis reports that “Instead of merely making a profitable living, our associates are learning to profitably live what they are made of. Rather than fill a pre-existing employment slot, they are filling their own self-created vocational niches by doing what brings them fulfillment in service to others who gladly pay them.”
According to McInnis, most of the network’s associates are in the early or middle stages of creating their own unique full-time careers in healing and helping professions, while continuing to support themselves by more conventional means. “I do not recommend letting go of one’s present vocational trapeze until its alternative is ready to be grasped,” McInnis says, although he has twice done this very thing himself.
Nor does McInnis suggest that reinventing oneself vocationally is simple and straightforward. “There is no blueprint for self-reinvention,” he acknowledges, adding that “this is just as things are meant to be, because whenever you know in advance what you are doing you reproduce a former result rather than a new one.”
Asserting that “The incentives for pursuing a self-created career are enormous,” McInnis cites a cartoon he once saw whose caption read, “Millions of people are driven from their homes each day by a disaster called work.” As evidence of the cartoon’s credibility, he also cites the fact that human mortality in the U.S. is much higher on Monday morning than at any other time of the week. He adds, “It has also been reported that the incidence of heart attacks is 35% greater on Monday morning. Obviously, therefore, going back to work on Monday morning is literally heart-breaking for many persons.”
McInnis reports that, in keeping with Indian poet Rabindranath Tagore’s lament, “I have spent my days tuning and untuning my instrument, while the song I came to sing remains unsung,” AVN’s objective is to support those who are determined to sing their song. 
“Unlike networks that exist primarily for the purpose of making business ‘contacts,’” he notes, “the primary focus of the Awakened Vocation Network is its associates’ mutual support of one another in their transition from conventional employment to careers that provide greater financial autonomy and personal self-dominion.”

Quoting Buddha’s statement, “Your work is to discover your work and then with all your heart give yourself to it,” McInnis observes that “at the heart of one’s vocational destiny is one’s heart itself. Only as we recognize and commit to the realization of our heart-felt vocational intentions do their possibilities become so apparent to our rational minds that we can convert them into fulfilling, productive, and remunerative careers.”
According to McInnis, no one has cited the bottom line of vocational destiny more clearly than did Jesus when he said, “If you bring forth what is inside of you, what you bring forth will save you. If you don't bring forth what is within you, what you don't bring forth will destroy you.” (This statement is recorded in one of the books that was excluded from the Bible, the Gospel of Thomas.)
McInnis correlates this statement with Jesus’ parable of the talents. “It is just the same with our vocational talents as it was with the coins called ‘talents’ in Jesus’ time. When vocational gifts remain buried within us as untapped potential that cannot prosper, we are likewise subject to the judgment that those who do not flourish with their talent shall have it taken away. Hence also the folk wisdom that also embodies this truth, ‘use it or lose it.’”
McInnis further observes that “fulfilling our vocational destiny both exemplifies what Jesus called being known by our fruits, and vindicates Gandhi’s assertion that we are here to be the very difference we want to make in the world.”

At the network’s monthly meetings, McInnis reports, “We gather in the spirit of ‘hearing one another out’ in the sense of the Quaker saying that ‘To listen a soul into disclosure and discovery is the greatest service one human being can offer another.’ By listening to one another with heartfelt and mindful intent, we hear what we mean to one another and the world in addition to what we have to say.” 
In thus listening to each other, McInnis asserts, “we honor what psychologist William James identified as the deepest principle of human nature, which is the craving to be appreciated. Consequently, our meetings are so empowering that associates who arrive in a low energy state leave highly re-invigorated.”

McInnis is convinced that “It is only as emissaries of our inner callings that we are most likely to be a beneficial presence in one another’s lives. Hence our associates’ commitment to hearing one another out on behalf of honoring and celebrating vocations that are beneficial both to humankind and to lifekind overall.”

AVN associates are concerned vocationally with the wellbeing of their environment and planet as well as with their own wellbeing and that of their significant others, friends, and communities. Hence the Network’s mission statement: “Healing selves and humankind, healing lifekind and the planet.”
McInnis describes AVN’s structure as a self-organizing and self-evolving participatory network, rather than a hierarchical organization. “Our program is spontaneously generated from our inspired exchanges of information, ideas, and insights whenever we gather. Both as a network and individually, we are open to becoming all that we can be, rather than to fitting ourselves into a rigid organizational structure.”

AVN has no membership fee, and each activity’s cost is equally divided among participants. The monthly rental of its meeting space is seldom more than $5 per associate in attendance. 
AVN will have a co-operatively financed exhibition booth at the forthcoming Body Mind Spirit Expo on October 30-31 at the Portland Convention Center. Fifteen associates will each share an equal part of the booth’s cost, which is beyond their individual present means, and take proportionate turns in exhibiting their respective vocations.
“Our exhibitors will be well positioned,” McInnis reports, “because ours is the very first booth that people will notice as they enter the Exposition Hall.”
AVN also sponsors the “Fulfilling Your Vocation of Destiny” workshop, announced elsewhere on this page and on the AVN website (address below), which empowers each participant to mindfully discern, heartily embrace, and more fully realize the vocational destiny most uniquely suited to the meaning, purpose, and mission of his/her life.

AVN’s activities are supported and coordinated by a website, e-mail networking, and monthly meetings on third Thursday evenings from 7-9 p.m., which are presently held at the Conversations with God Center, 1236 SW Salmon Ave. in downtown Portland. “We like to hear from those who plan to attend each meeting, so we can plan its format accordingly,” McInnis requests.

As the network grows, McInnis envisions that “we will eventually have monthly meetings in each of Portland’s quadrants, as well as throughout Vancouver. The AVN model is exportable to any community where someone is willing and knowledgeable to serve as its advocate and overall facilitator.”

The AVN was founded in late 2003 by healing practitioner David Jacob of Sellwood, who was moved “to fill a yearning within our community for a forum in which like minds could gather together in friendship and support each other in vocational realization."
___________________________________

Further information about AVN is available on its website, www.awakenedvocation.com, and from Noel McInnis at 503/570-4331 or noelmcinnis@awakenedvocation.com.
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