Professional Lifeline

Rev. Dr. Noel Frederick McInnis 

Overview

Rev. Noel Frederick McInnis is a holistic teacher, author, poet, editor, musician (keyboards and guitar), songwriter, storyteller and humorist; an ordained Doctorate minister of Religious Science; an Internet Minister-at-Large for the New Thought movement; and the facilitator of a global online ministry on behalf of the healing power of forgiveness. He was one of the founders of the North American environmental education movement in the 1970’s; the managing editor of Marilyn Ferguson’s Brain/Mind Bulletin from 1980-83; and the pastor of several churches of Religious Science, one of which he co-founded. He has authored or co-authored numerous books, including Can Man Care for the Earth? (co-author, 1972), You Are An Environment (1973), The Power of Commitment (co-author, 1985), and is presently writing a forthcoming book entitled Forgiving Myself: Being Who I Am By Forgiving Who I Am Not.
University-trained (1954-63) as an undergraduate student of journalism and a graduate student of the intellectual history of the U. S., Europe and Russia, and ongoingly self-educated in the numerous emerging fields of consciousness study, including the ecology of perception, holistic spirituality, the philosophy of wholeness, general systems theory, organizational transformation, transpersonal psychology and psychotherapy, vibrational energetics, and other integral perspectives, Rev. McInnis has applied and shared his learning in a variety of educational, editorial and ministerial settings. He continues to be a dedicated, lifelong student at M.S.U. (Making Stuff Up).

From 1965-1977, while teaching at community college and university levels, and authoring or editing numerous articles, curriculum materials and several books, Rev. McInnis was immersed in academic administration, curriculum and instructional development, educational consulting for numerous state, federal and private organizations, and the management of a non-profit educational foundation that supported his role as a principal founder of the environmental education movement in North America. 

In 1977-78 Rev. McInnis enjoyed a year of self-renewal in Aspen, CO, as both chef and pianist in area restaurants while awaiting inspiration for a new career. His discovery of Science of Mind philosophy while attending the Mile-Hi Church of Religious Science in Denver moved him to rekindle his teen-age intention to become a minister.

From 1979-96, in addition to ministerial studies and subsequent church ministries, Rev. McInnis taught nearly two dozen classes on the foundations of New Thought and its relationship to science, mysticism, philosophy and ethics, at the various campuses of the UCRS school of ministry (now Ernest Holmes Institute). He was also successively an editorial assistant and member of the editorial advisory board for Science of Mind Publications.  He editorially facilitated the reprinting of Ernest Holmes’ Seminar Lectures and The Voice Celestial, and the Concordance to the Science of Mind textbook (verifying the accuracy of all 18,000+ entries in the latter). From 1989-1991 he authored a monthly Science of Mind magazine column, “The Perception of Wholeness”, and has since had several articles and interviews published in the magazine.  

From 1980-83 he was the managing editor of Marilyn Ferguson’s Brain/Mind Bulletin, tracking the metaphysical impact and implications of the neurosciences as well as of the emerging scientific cosmology. From 1983-1993, he was the editor of Barbara Marx Hubbard’s massive Book of Co-Creation and its related publications, including her 1993 book, Revelation: Our Crisis is a Birth. 

From 1985-92 Rev. McInnis and his wife, Rita, were the founding co-ministers of the National Science of Mind Center in Washington, D.C. (now the Celebration Center of Religious Science in Falls Church, VA.).  He became an ordained minister of Religious Science (UCRS) in 1989. 

Moving to the San Francisco area in 1992, Rev. McInnis served two successive Religious Science churches while providing Internet services to the New Thought movement.  Through his own website, New Thought Network (newthought.net), he maintains an Internet-based ministry to the New Thought movement overall. In addition, he currently conducts a global Internet-based ministry on behalf of the healing power of forgiveness, which includes online teaching of a forgiveness course for AllLearn Inc., a website-based consortium of Yale, Princeton, and Oxford Universities; co-facilitating a global support network for persons who commit to making forgiveness their permanent top priority; and co-creating with others a global holiday, International Forgiveness Day, to be observed annually in each of the world’s 300+ nations and territories on the first Sunday of August.

Rev. McInnis evolved through two earlier marriages, by the first of which he is the father of two grown children: daughter Holly, a United airline pilot; and son Scott, an anesthesiologist. Having just moved (November 1, 2003) to Wilsonville, Oregon, he is presently thriving in his third and perpetual marriage to Heidy Balazsy, while synthesizing his varied past experience in yet another phase of professional expression. The following lifeline spans the previous phases of Rev. McInnis’ professional experience and expression in both “Hi there!” space and cyberspace: academic teaching and administration, editorial work, church ministry, and Internet-based ministry.
My Life-Culminating Vocational Commitment
I have committed the remainder of my life to synthesizing what I have thus far learned about the process and objective of being alive as an energetic human being. Lifekind’s process overall is to flow, and our objective within its process is to be a beneficial presence. 

My synthesis is focused upon the nature and practice of forgiveness, as facilitated by the exercise of mindful self-dominion and perceptual renewal.

The Nature and Practice of Forgiveness:

When (in 1980) I first read Ernest Holmes’ proclamation, “It would be wonderful indeed if a group of persons should arrive on Earth who were for something and against nothing,” I was inspired to facilitate the formation of such a group. Yet fifteen years passed before I recognized the state of being that most tends to be for something and against nothing: forgiveness. I have since become a forgiveness coach, both to individuals and (via workshops and/or weekly sessions) to groups. The forgiving “group” whose formation I aspire to facilitate is no less than humankind overall.

I presently teach an online course entitled “The Power of Forgiveness,” which is offered several times each year by AllLearn, Inc., a website-based consortium of Yale, Princeton, and Oxford Universities. The course is based on Dr. Fred Luskin’s book, Forgive for Good: A Proven Prescription for Health and Happiness, and is described at www.alllearn.org/course.jsp?C=26.

I am also centrally involved in three projects whose shared objective is to globalize the healing spirit of forgiveness:

International Forgiveness Day 

I am Vice President for global outreach of the Worldwide Forgiveness Alliance (WFA), a non-profit organization established by my colleague, Robert Plath, as a vehicle for the purpose of establishing the world’s first global holiday, International Forgiveness Day. WFA’s primary objective is that International Forgiveness Day be observed annually on the first Sunday in August as an official holiday in each of the world’s 300 nations and territories. Website: www.forgivenessday.org.

The Forgiveness First Initiative

With a Canadian colleague, Val Scott, I co-founded the Forgiveness First Initiative, an Internet-based global support network for all persons who commit to making forgiveness their permanent top priority. Website: www.forgivenessfirst.com.

Forgiving Myself

My life-long experience of the nature and practice of forgiveness is presented in a forthcoming book (still in progress) entitled Forgiving Myself: Being Who I Am By Forgiving Who I Am Not, whose readers will be further supported in facilitating the resolution their own forgiveness-related issues via an interactive website, www.forgivingmyself.com (to be online upon the book’s publication).

Exercising Mindful Self-Dominion:

In facilitative support of the practice of forgiveness, I am developing a self-dominion studies curriculum, the initial module of which is a course entitled “The Principles of Mindful Self-Dominion,” an interactive, multi-mediated exploration and experience of the causal relationship between choice and destiny in both individual and collective consciousness. 

Self-dominion is one’s exercise of the sovereignty that is inherent in his/her unique individuality, and which dwells within as one’s power of choice.  Of all the choices available to a person, the most powerful choice is to exercise his/her self-dominion mindfully.  Self-dominion, when mindfully exercised, is the fully realized state of self-knowing awareness in which one lives according to one’s own conscious choices, rather than in accordance with unconsciously or unwillingly adopted choices made by one’s parents, siblings and other relatives, one’s teachers, one’s employer, one’s spouse, one’s religion, etc.  

The nature and operational principles of consciously exercised self-dominion are briefly presented at one of my websites (www.newthought.net/self-dominion.htm), and are more extensively explored in several forthcoming books-in-progress, in which I am synthesizing perspectives I have gained on self-dominion as a life-long student of the emerging sciences, psychologies, philosophies, and spiritualities of wholeness, especially as these relate to the contemporary paradigm shift from self-serving individualism to whole-serving individuality. I am compiling the material for these books from the 40 years of research and the thousands of pages of study and lecture notes I have written in support of teaching dozens of courses since 1960, initially in American and European intellectual history, political and social science, and since 1965 in holistic cosmology and philosophy, contemplative mysticism, ethics, and transcendental thinking, in all of which I have focused on the establishment of personal and co-operative self-dominion.

The areas of study and experience being thus synthesized include:

· Thirty years of integral, holistic and metaphysical studies

· Fifty years of “anomaly” studies, from personal to intergalactic, and of anomalous personal experiences as well, insofar as these studies and experiences substantiate reasonable theories of cosmic process, human origin and extraordinary human capacities

· Attentional and intentional training

· Theory and practice of networking

· Organizational transformation

· The metaphysics of music 

· The metaphysics of light and sound (chromo-sonics)

· Writing and editorial experience 

· Teaching classes and coaching individuals on the practice of mindful self-dominion 

· Establishment and facilitation of online learning communities

· Internetworking strategies

Perceptual Renewal (New Paradigm Studies)

I am also developing a New Paradigm Studies (NPS) Program, a review of the contemporary holoramic paradigm shift toward a greater appreciation of the wholeness of lifekind overall. 

A note concerning my terminology: 

· just as “panoramic” denotes my perception of all that is before me, “holoramic” denotes my perception of all that is around and within me;

· the hyphenated term “co-operation” represents “working together” rather than mere “getting along”;

· the term “appreciation” represents (ask any realtor) “increase in value”;

· the term “lifekind” represents Earth’s overall evolutionary outcome as a whole. 

The NPS Program acknowledges our recent discovery of the long-sought missing link between the apes and civilized man. We have met the missing link, and it is us.

The NPS program’s introductory course, “New Paradigms of Spirituality”, is described as follows”

This class explores the basic concepts of the emerging “new spirituality” paradigm, which is shifting from dogmatic, exclusionary and judgmental belief systems toward a more holistic and inclusive view of ultimate reality. Among the many aspects of this emerging paradigm that are covered in this course: 

· the complementary unity-without-uniformity of all being; 

· the immense integrity (i.e., interconnectivity) and audacious humility (i.e., flow) of all being;
· feeling as the language of the soul;

· the creative power of intention;

· humankind’s co-creation of its own “ reality”; 

· the holiness of all of relationships; 

· the persistence of that which is resisted;

· the flow and fullness of time;

· the optionality of suffering.

The New Paradigm Studies Program is experientially grounded, recognizing that the only truth one can truly reveal is truth that becomes real in one’s own experience of it, and only thereby visible to others – what Gandhi called “being the difference you seek to make.”

Just as an experience is worth a thousand pictures, so are a few words from the perspective and experience of co-operation worth a thousand words about it.  Accordingly, the NPS Program is articulated from subjective mindful contemplation of the co-operative holistic paradigm, as well as from objective observations of and thinking about the concept of holism. It employs the holistic worldview as a view, rather than as something to be viewed. The emerging paradigm is a subjective lens to be looked through, as well as a lens to be objectively beheld on behalf of its continued refinement. Accordingly, the NPS Program is not just about its own perspective, it is likewise about all that the perspective is itself about. In other words: the NPS Program is primarily about what the emerging new paradigm is about, rather than about the new paradigm per se.

The first epoch of humankind’s evolution has been one of individuation, of our growing self-awareness, understanding, and expression of the “I” that knows itself as “me” and calls itself collectively homo sapiens sapiens (i.e., humankind presumably twice wise). Epoch One of our conscious evolution – the 35,000-year unfoldment of personal individuation since the advent of Cro-Magnon man – has now brought us to the threshold of Epoch Two in the evolutionary emergence of cosmic consciousness.  In the conscious evolutionary epoch now dawning, we are becoming mindful and expressive of the “I” that knows itself inclusively as “we,” and which may collectively be called homo custodiens – humankind as the custodian of lifekind overall.

The operational paradigm of homo sapiens sapiens has been win-lose, a highly fractious paradigm of conquest and exploitation.  Under its spell we have “conquered” and “mastered” nature to humankind’s special advantage, subduing all other species while competing with members of our own to exploit Earth’s resources for localized personal, social, ethnic, political and economic advantage.  Ernest Holmes’ assessment of this paradigm was both metaphysically and ecologically accurate: “We cannot beat Nature at her own game, because we are some part of it.”

The fractious win-lose paradigm conditions us to think the world to pieces in ways that weaken Earth’s planetary metabolism. It is no mere coincidence that the United Nations received its initial reports of ozone depletion and the AIDs virus in the same month. The planetary and human immune systems are integrated in a manner that we are yet even willing to acknowledge, let alone to understand. Though the immense integrity of wholeness is cosmic by nature and universal in extent, the corresponding requirement for holistic living is as yet unrecognized by all but a relative handful of persons on Earth.

In contrast to the disintegrative win-lose paradigm of homo sapiens sapiens, the paradigm of emerging homo custodiens is all-win, an integrative paradigm of co-operative individuality, of humankind consciously working together in concert for the benefit of lifekind as a single living planetary system.  The all-win paradigm conditions us to think the world together in ways that keep Earth whole, honoring and preserving the natural planetary balance that sustains all Earthly life, and thereby facilitating the restoration of Earth’s planetary metabolism to optimum function.  

To quote Holmes once again: “Life is one perfect Wholeness.  The Universe is a unit.  God is One….  All nature waits on man’s recognition of and co-operation with her laws, and is always ready to obey his will; but man must use Nature's forces in accordance with her laws, and in co-operation with her purposes…if he wishes to attain self-mastery.”  The alternative to self-mastery in accordance with natural law was proclaimed in Thomas Troward’s assertion that all endeavors to break natural law, whether conscious or unconscious, succeed only in our being broken upon such law.

The paradigm shift from competitive, self-serving individualism to co-operative, whole-serving individuality integrates the best of our self-serving realizations with Earth’s whole-serving systems. In the new epoch, our individualities are synergized in conscious, co-creative social synergy. Even though the separative aspects of our individuated consciousness are relinquished, the positive gains of our individuation are conserved as we consciously align with the physical and metaphysical principles of co-operation that govern the natural world and cosmos at large. As fractious win-lose thinking gives way to the integrative all-win paradigm, we cease our preoccupation with schemes of human, local and immediate well being at the expense of all other species and the less competitive members of our own.  We assume instead our transcendent planetary role of kinship with all life, by appreciating and facilitating the inclusive well being thereof.

The all-win paradigm considers our own well being to be operationally integral with lifekind’s well-being overall, thus honoring the self-evident fact that we are just as much members of lifekind as we are of humankind.  Our further individuation is in accord with Earth’s co-operational priority: maintaining the harmonious interconnectedness of all things Earthly, thereby preserving the balance that exists within us even as we exist in it. What this so-called “balance of nature” is ultimately all about is the overall balance of lifekind as a systemic whole.

Lifekind, not humankind, is our ultimate Earthly affiliation. Yet even as lifekind is the leading edge of planetary evolution, humankind is in turn the conscious leading edge of lifekind’s further evolvement.  As we realize that what we once impersonally called “the balance of nature” is actually the far more personal balance of lifekind overall, we awaken from the objective balance of nature to the subjective nature of our own individual balancing (and imbalancing) acts. 

Humankind is the only species that can both understand and consciously facilitate lifekind’s further evolution, or, alternatively, deliberately or unconsciously sabotage it. We have intimately involved ourselves with Earth’s unfolding destiny, via our physical impact on Earth’s biosphere and our powers of evolutionary intervention via atomic and genetic manipulation. On a planet whose overall function is the diversification and enhancement of lifekind while preserving lifekind's balance, any species with an ability to grossly modify Earth’s own balancing act exercises a for-better-or-worse custodial role.  Having assumed such a role willy-nilly, we may continue as lifekind’s evolutionary leading edge only as we live in mindful congruence with Earth’s life supportive systems.  The alternative is to function increasingly as lifekind’s leading liability.

It is time for us to assume our conscious evolutionary role as the custodians of lifekind overall.

Homo sapiens sapiens is now undergoing an evolutionary leap from genetically to noetically driven consciousness, an increased fruition of the cranial and physiological capacities that facilitated the hand-y and linguistic manipulative abilities that in turn have empowered competitive individualism. In contrast, the advent of homo custodiens is a noetic leap, an increase in conceptual ability that empowers co-operative individuality. Accordingly, some persons have proposed homo noeticus as the appropriate name of the emerging “new human.” And, perhaps, they are correct, in that homo noeticus may be the missing link between the apishness of tribal man and custodial humankind.

Though our quest for autonomous self-dominion continues, we now likewise evolve our conscious capacity for working together in “multinomous” harmony, standing all together as one on behalf of lifekind as a whole. While our physical structure may not be notably altered as a consequence of our noetic leap, the structure of our Earthly relationships is dramatically transformed as we work together co-creatively in shared consciousness, with the harmonious well being of all lifekind as our co-operative intended outcome.

Our noetic leap is presently reflected in an emerging shift from the goal-oriented outward projection of human consciousness to the intention-driven inward development of consciousness, as well as in such concepts as “balance of lifekind, “co-operation,” “co-creation,” “conscious evolution” and “common ground.”  It is no mere coincidence that many of our newer thought forms take linguistic expression in words beginning with the prefixes “co-”, “con-” and “com-”, all of which designate interconnectivity, interrelationship, and cosmic independence (i.e., being in dependence on the cosmos).

Among the earlier contributors to the noetic leap from competitive individualism to co-operative individuality are several persons whose insights are incorporated into the New Paradigm Studies Program: Marshall McLuhan (www.marshallmcluhan.com), Buckminster Fuller (www.bfi.org), Alan Watts (www.alanwatts.com), and Nobel laureates Ilya Prigogine (http://order.ph.utexas.edu), Karl Pribram (www.georgetown.edu/departments/psychology/faculty/pribram.html) and David Bohm (http://twm.co.nz/Bohm.html). They also incorporate the insights of numerous contemporary paradigm shifters, including Barbara Marx Hubbard (www.evolve.org/pub/doc/index2.html), Peter Russell (www.peterussell.com/index2.html), Ken Wilber (www.worldofkenwilber.com), Kevin Kelly (www.kk.org), and Ervin Laszlo (www.club-of-budapest.com/AbouttheClub/cv_ervin_laszlo.htm and www.cts.cuni.cz/conf98/laszlo.htm#Laszlo). Of all these holistic prophets, along with others too numerous to mention, Laszlo is arguably the grandest of all synthesizers.

The insights of these and other persons in relationship to humankind’s noetic potential are explored in depth and breadth, both historically and metaphysically, in a series of articles beginning at www.newthought.net/globalizing.htm.

