NOEL FREDERICK MCINNIS

30256 SW Thomas Street, #1106

Wilsonville, OR 97070 - 503/570-4331

noelmcinnis@forgivenessfirst.org     

February 18, 2004

Ms. Gloria Gonzalez

Arnica Press

620 SW Main Street, Ste 345

Portland, OR 97205

Dear Ms. Gonzalez,

In response to Matt Philbrick’s expressed interest in possibly publishing my forthcoming book (when we met at the Humanity’s Team meeting last June), I am enclosing for your consideration the first two-thirds of its manuscript. The total manuscript (see the “Table of Contents”) will be complete by Spring. It would also, of course, be formatted in accordance with your standards for submission if you deem it publishable by Arnica.

Thus far, few books have been written on the subject of self-forgiveness, and none has been written on the subject of forgivINGness (i.e., the procedure rather than result) as I address it here. Furthermore, no other book on the subject of forgiveness – or on any other subject, for that matter – has been written from an intra/inter-psychic perspective that is comparable to my own. (My stylistic mentors are acknowledged in the postscript to this letter.) 

Also unique is my extension of the book to an interactive website where readers may respond to those segments of the text that move them to make a comment, as well as dialog with one another.

I have enclosed the overview of my “Professional Lifeline,” to acquaint you with the career path from which my work has emerged. This Spring I will round yet another turn in my vocational path, as the newly appointed chaplain of New West Seminary in Oregon City. 

I favor Arnica Press because of my desire to become widely known and employed in the Portland-Vancouver area as a public speaker and forgiveness coach. I also have had experience in local radio and TV programming, both as a host of my own interview programs and as a guest on those of others, and I would enjoy renewing my broadcasting experience as well.

Though any recognition I receive beyond this area will be likewise heartfully welcomed, I prefer to confine within a single day’s round-trip driving distance most of my travel on behalf of my livelihood and further vocational realization. The practice of blooming where I am planted has always worked best for me. And having just recently transplanted myself here from the San Francisco area (on November 1), I am eagerly looking forward to becoming splendidly grounded in my new locality.

I am utterly confident that, with a publisher’s dedicated promotional support and the networking opportunities associated with my chaplaincy and other emerging associations in this area, I have everything it takes to be a best-selling author in the Portland-Vancouver area if not beyond it. 

In anticipation of this likelihood, I also have several additional books already in progress, one of which I occasionally quote in the enclosed manuscript (i.e., The Gospel of Yet To Be Common Sense).

                                                                              Sincerely,

                                                                              Noel Frederick McInnis

                                                                              Chaplain-elect, New West Seminary

Among my grateful acknowledgements of those who have gone before me:

My principal perspectival and stylistic influences have been, in the order of my initial encounter of their work, L. Frank Baum, Billy Rose, Ray Bradbury, Ogden Nash, George Bernard Shaw, Stan Freeburg, Bob Elliot and Ray Goulding, French essayist Alain (Émile-Auguste Chartier), numerous professors at Northwestern University’s Medill School of Journalism (1956-58), Marshall McLuhan, R. Buckminster (Bucky) Fuller, Alan Watts, Marilyn Ferguson, Jane Wagner and Lily Tomlin, James Joyce, Marcel Proust, Jacques Derrida, and (serendipitous of an Internet search for the above “Alain”) Alain de Botton. What has most impressed me in these chosen mentors’ writings was their persistence in having a way with words until words in turn could have a way with them. Inspired by their examples of such surrender, I have gone and diligently done likewise. My admiration of others’ work notwithstanding, my owned style is at most barely suggestive of any of theirs, nor is it an amalgam or synthesis of the lot. I have rather endeavored to craft, as did each of them, the perspective and style that is most precisely idiosyncratic to my unique experience of being me.
