Dear Chris,

Your assessment of my earlier draft has been most helpful. I read it several times over in as many successive days, taking its essence to heart. I then contemplated your commentary for three weeks or so, writing nothing until I felt able to do it full justice in a rewrite. 

When I returned to the manuscript to start over for the (hundredth?) time, I felt that I had finally found my literary stride, obtaining the verbal facility at which I formerly was grasping.

I concluded from your assessment that what the manuscript most required was an up-front exposition of my mode of exposition, rather than my former piece-mealy parsing out of my method here and there throughout the manuscript, a requirement that I have now met.

I don’t feel that it is necessary to do something different than I set out to do in the earlier draft, only to do it differently and more effectively, by making workable what wasn’t working well enough before, and by making my objectives more apparent from the get-go. 

My reworking of the manuscript also includes making its overall format less structurally complex, and introducing more effectively my linguistic reconstructions. 

As you so perceptively noted, I am indeed reconstructing the conventional conception of the psycho-dynamics of forgiveness. I do so by illuminating the “deep ecology” of forgiveness within the human psyche, as I have experienced its psycho-dynamic process in my own. I am interested neither in finding a fresh way to present conventional perspectives on forgiveness, nor in deconstructing them. Rather than expose the fault lines in existing perspectives á la deconstructionism, my objective is to present an effective reconstruction.

The attached rewrite represents a standard of expositional quality that I am readily maintaining throughout the remainder of the book’s text, which now consists of approximately two dozen perspectives on the makeover of perception as the basis of self-forgiveness, followed by the section of “Additional Perspectives” in extension of each, an Appendix on the physiological effects of unforgiveness, and a bibliography. (And, perhaps, a glossary of my neologisms?)

I once again will appreciate your assessment of my progression.

BTW, Heidy and I are heading out to Wilsonville within the hour, to prepare for our move there later this month. I won’t be back to my e-mail for five or six days - and in any event am in no hurry to receive your assessment. Take your time, knowing that your further candid feedback will be fully appreciated.

[NOTE: The references to www.forgiveness.com are to a URL that I already own on behalf of a website that is yet to be created.]
Dear Chris,

In a subsequent e-mail post you will receive (as a 258 kb MSWord file) the initial portion of the book, Forgiving Myself, which I first told you about in 1995, and on which I have been working within several successive frames of reference since the summer of 1965. Not until four and a half years ago, when I was moved to frame the book in terms of self-forgiveness, did what I have been trying to say during all those years become at last the original statement that I intended it to be: an autobiographical report from my experience rather than a book about my experience – a genre of reportage that I call “Write I Am.”

Forgiving Myself is actually the first of many books that expand upon the first book’s theme of “whole-sum being” – my translation of the more cumbersome phrase, “being all that you can be,” and one that is also less subject to co-option by the U.S. Army. In my understanding, to be all that one can be is to exercise mindfully forgiving self-dominion as a beneficial presence to all concerned, rather than be an unforgiving terminator of those whose presence is deemed to be unbeneficial.

Three of the subsequent books (listed below) are also moving toward completion. In order to devote myself entirely to writing, as well as to the development of a related global ministry in cyberspace that is focused on personal and collective healing through forgiveness – a ministry that will both support and be supported by the books – I permanently resigned from local church ministry in “Hi there!” space in February, 2000.

One reason it has taken me so long to complete the first book is that I am committed to thoroughly planting within its pages the conceptual seeds of all presently conceived subsequent books (a dozen or so), each of which will cross-referentially encourage readership of previous and still-forthcoming ones. Yet the primary reason for the project’s longevity is the time that it has taken me to perfect a vocabulary and tonality that best represents my impression of the global paradigm shift now underway, as well as of the necessity to forgive former habits of perception that no longer serve me personally nor humankind overall. I awakened to this collective human mindshift, which complements the 20th century revolution in the physical and biological sciences, in July of 1965 as I was lying in a hospital bed and refusing to accept a medical verdict of leukemia – an incident upon which I report (though subsequently to what you will receive) along with my earlier survivals of polio and rheumatic fever.

Since this book and its successors are meant to function as a perceptual door-opener, I have grounded the subject of human relationships in general, and self-forgiveness in particular, within a frame of reference that is far more comprehensive than the mundane realm of daily give and take in which forgiveness issues are most commonly addressed. Just as the Gospel of Thomas is less about Jesus than what Jesus was himself about, so is my book less about self-forgiveness than what self-forgiveness is about. My expository frame of reference is meta-cosmological as well as socio-psychological, as I endeavor to take such earlier perceptual door-openers as Marshall McLuhan’s Gutenberg Galaxy, Bucky Fuller’s I Seem to Be a Verb, Floyd Matson’s The Broken Image, Ronald Laing’s Politics of Experience, Colin Wilson’s The Outsider, and William Gibson’s Neuromancer to the next quantum level of intuition. My objective in doing this is to go even farther than they did beyond writing about shifting reality in order to write a reality-shifting book. 

In other words, my reportage is a shamanic exercise in shape-shifting the matrix of mass perception. Rather than provide another list of how-to’s, á la The Seven Grab-its of Effective Businessmen, I endeavor to construct my writing in such a way that the very reading of it will tend to shape-shift the readers’ assumptive matrix. [I pulled this off so effectively in 1973 with a self-published book on environmental consciousness, that it sold 18,000 copies by word of mouth and got me invited to be one of the co-founders of the North American environmental education movement. I received government and corporate grants totaling a quarter of a million dollars for that purpose. I am now preparing to participate in a worldwide forgiveness education movement.

Articulating a meta-cosmological frame of reference sans obscure meta-cosmological and/or New Age mumbled jumbo has been an enormous challenge, to say the least, which I have met over the past several decades by evolving a style of recombinant wordplay based on meme and phoneme splicing.  The resulting vocabulary – with terms such as “lifekind,” “self-dominion,” and “whole-sum being” (which I contrast with “goal-and-role-sum being”) – in the context of my semantic and syntactic permutations – may bring to mind various new-paradigm “schools of thought” as well as some others’ writing styles. Such suggestion notwithstanding, what I write and the way I write is intended to be distinct from anyone else’s content or literary style, so that I may rejoice in what I write without re-Joycing.

Extra-ordinary language is essential to the representation of extraordinary perceptivity. Yet though my prose accordingly tends to be idiosyncratically idio-syncretic, I am nonetheless committed to writing that is far more reader-friendly than the prose of most books that have a meta-cosmological perspective (á la the “synergetics” of Bucky Fuller) and/or self-awakening perspective (á la the introspections of Marcel Proust).

Just as the organic perspective on life is enhanced within the extra-comprehensive reference frame of “deep ecology,” I am similarly enhancing the behavioral perspective on self-forgiveness within the broader reference frame of “whole-sum being.”  My initial thought form (meme) for the whole-sum modality of being, which I coined when my emerging awareness of this modality was first awakened in 1965, was the term “gestalt ecology.” The meaning that I associate with this meme has since evolved to represent what I now call “the meta-cosmology of perception,” and I rarely use the term “gestalt ecology” any longer, in deference to its far more muser-friendly operational correlate, “whole-sum being.”

My overall intention is to write from my understanding of New Thought and other new paradigm perspectives as they relate to my experience, without employing the usual meta-babble about such perspectives. I intentionally avoid language that tends to be associated with any already established perspective (i.e., New Thought, A Course in Miracles, Theosophy, New Age mist-ification, transpersonal psychology, etc.), or that would otherwise tend to mystify my own subject matter, in favor of prose that demystifies the only experience I am able to speak from, which is my own. My objective is to provide a lens of perception – as well as a cleanse of perception – that others can look through while only incidentally looking at it, just as they would with a pair of glasses. Forgiving Myself is a book to be put on and worn by readers as they glimpse mirrored reflections of their own psyche-spaces. (For example, when I shared an earlier draft with participants in one of my series of classes on self-forgiveness, a woman reported that she spent several days contemplating the manuscript’s subtitle – Being Who I Am by Forgiving Who I Am Not – before she even opened it because she saw therein a mirror image of her own inauthenticity.)

Accordingly – and with a tip of the hat to Yogi Berra – what my book is about is being about what it is, i.e., it’s about being its subject matter as a way of pointing to it. 

Among the many books to follow are:

On the Way to Self-Forgiveness: The Science of Minding My Own Busyness

The Gospel of Yet To Be Common Sense: Age-Old Perspectives Begging To Be Taken Seriously

I Am An Environment: The Ecology of My Experience

Enough Already: Prosperity That Comes to Stay

The Inner Heroine’s Journey: Another Road Less Taken

The first three of these additional books could be finished within two years of my completing the enclosed one, since all four have been undergoing simultaneous development as a constellated opus.

As additional “packaging” in support of – while being supported by – my forthcoming series of books, I have further begun development of 

· an interactive website (forgivingmyself.com, not yet online) that facilitates e-dialog among my readers, a conversation (actually a blogversation) in which I will participate though not direct; 

· a twice-monthly e-newsletter, the first 24 issues of which are ready, after being test-marketed a year ago with 300 subscribers that I enrolled via e-mailed announcements; 

· a syndicated weekly newspaper column, several issues of which are likewise already in draft form;

· supplemental e-books that are merchandized on my website (I’ve read your book on e-publication);

· a weekly online radio show, for which I have already lined up a producer;

· CD’s featuring the radio show, public radio interviews, excerpts from my presentations, etc., via the same producer;

· a variety of classes and workshops in direct support and elaboration of the published volumes. [The workshops include a week-long intensive on how to write from the perspective of one’s whole-sum being, which is entitled – you guessed it – “Write I Am.” And I am presently teaching an online course in “The Power of Forgiveness” for a cyber-consortium of Oxford, Yale and Stanford universities (see http://www.alllearn.org/course.jsp?C=26).]

Heidy and I are moving this fall to Wilsonville, Oregon, to enjoy a mutually supportive relationship with the Living Enrichment Center there, a relationship that will enhance both its ministry and our own. (Heidy’s ministry is to infants and toddlers as a day-care provider.) The Center has several thousand members, with nearly 3,000 persons attending its services each Sunday and thousands of others participating in LEC circles worldwide. (See www.lecworld.org)

I intend to take my work to whatever limit may be empowered by existing reading and learning networks, the multimediaverse, and the potentials of cybernetworking – within, of course, the constraints upon my time and energy in “Hi there!” space. I am accordingly moving my mind and my feet with the mental equivalent of a best-selling author, and I seek both an agent and a publisher who will join me in dancing to that equivalent.

The manuscript I am sending is still in its working format. Though its pages are unnumbered, its occasional references to subsequent page numbers can be followed via the page-tracking function in the lower left corner of the MSWord screen. I will require guidance in formatting the manuscript for e-submission (I’m assuming that double-spaced hard copy via snail-mail is now passé).

You requested a Table of Contents for the entire book. I am presently reluctant to provide anything more detailed than the enclosed version until absolutely required to do so, because the remaining sections are subject to rearrangement and retitling in the course of my scope-and-sequencing them into their final form. For the time being, suffice it to say that several additional perspectives will be added to the opening section entitled “Perspectives of Whole-Sum Being”; and that the remainder of the manuscript will more or less fulfill the bracketed expectations in the proto-TOC that I provide.  

[It may be that my TOC represents enough material for two smaller books rather than one large book. In that case, I could have four subsequent books ready for publication in relatively short order, rather than just three. A-musings that immediately come to mind for the second book – and are immediately dismissed – include Son of Forgiving Myself and Forgiving Myself Meets the Bogeyman.]

In any event, I could complete the book much more expeditiously within the next six months or so, were I to receive an advance that precludes all necessity of my doing other income-productive things that impede the manuscript’s completion.

Since you are (alas!) no longer available to be my literary agent, I trust you know of another who shares our sensitivity to emotional intelligence, and will accordingly be most likely to appreciate and champion my heart-felt intent. 

Please let me know what you consider to be my next relevant step.

