Professional Lifeline

Rev. Dr. Noel Frederick McInnis 

Rev. Noel Frederick McInnis is a holistic teacher, author, poet, editor, musician (keyboards and guitar), songwriter, storyteller and humorist; an ordained Doctorate minister of Religious Science; an Internet Minister-at-Large for the New Thought movement; and the facilitator of a global online ministry on behalf of the healing power of forgiveness. He was one of the founders of the North American environmental education movement in the 1970’s; the managing editor of Marilyn Ferguson’s Brain/Mind Bulletin from 1980-83; and from 1985-2002 the pastor of several churches of Religious Science, one of which he co-founded with is second wife, Rita. 
Rev. McInnis has authored or co-authored numerous books, including Can Man Care for the Earth? (co-author, 1972), You Are An Environment (1973), The Power of Commitment (co-author, 1985), and is presently writing two forthcoming books entitled Forgiving Myself: Being Who I Am By Forgiving Who I Am Not and The Science of Minding My Own Business: A First-Person(al) Appreciation of Ernest Holmes’ Spiritual Philosophy
University-trained (1954-63) as an undergraduate student of journalism and a graduate student of the intellectual history of the U. S., Europe and Russia, and ongoingly self-educated in numerous emerging fields of consciousness study (including the ecology of perception, holistic spirituality, the philosophy of wholeness, general systems theory, organizational transformation, transpersonal psychology and psychotherapy, vibrational energetics, and other integral perspectives), Rev. McInnis has applied and shared his learning in a variety of educational, editorial and ministerial settings. He continues to be a dedicated, lifelong student of New Thought studies at M.S.U. (Making Stuff Up).

From 1965-1977, while teaching at community college and university levels, and authoring or editing numerous articles, curriculum materials and several books, Rev. McInnis was immersed in academic administration, curriculum and instructional development, educational consulting for numerous state, federal and private organizations, and direction of a non-profit educational foundation that supported his role as a principal co-founder of the environmental education movement in North America. 

In 1977-78 Rev. McInnis enjoyed a year of self-renewal in Aspen, CO, where he worked intermittently both as chef and pianist in local restaurants, and hitch-hiked 10,000 miles between both U.S. coasts, while opening himself to the next expression of his vocational destiny as a facilitator of his own and others’ learning. His discovery of Ernest Holmes’ spiritual philosophy while attending the Mile-Hi Church of Religious Science in Denver inspired him to consummate his teen-age intention to become a minister.

From 1979-96, in addition to ministerial studies and subsequent church ministries, Rev. McInnis taught nearly two dozen successive classes on the foundations of New Thought and its relationship to science, mysticism, philosophy and ethics, at the various campuses (Los Angeles, San Francisco, Denver, Seattle) of the United Church of Religious Science school of ministry (since named theErnest Holmes Institute). He was also successively an editorial assistant and member of the editorial advisory board for Science of Mind Publications. He facilitated the reprinting of Ernest Holmes’ Seminar Lectures and The Voice Celestial, and the Concordance to the Science of Mind textbook (verifying the accuracy of all 18,000+ entries in the latter). From 1989-1991 he authored a monthly Science of Mind magazine column, “The Perception of Wholeness”, and has since had several articles and interviews published in the magazine. 

From 1980-83 he was the managing editor of Marilyn Ferguson’s Brain/Mind Bulletin, tracking the metaphysical implications and impacts of the neurosciences as well as of the cosmology new cosmology emerging from quantum-relativistic physics, the science of holography, cybernetics, and chaos theory. From 1983-1993, he was the editor of Barbara Marx Hubbard’s massive Book of Co-Creation and its related publications, including her 1993 book, Revelation: Our Crisis is a Birth. 

From 1985-92 Rev. McInnis and his wife, Rita, were the founding co-ministers of the National Science of Mind Center in Washington, D.C. (now the Celebration Center of Religious Science in Falls Church, VA.).  He became an ordained minister of Religious Science (UCRS) in 1989. 

Moving to the San Francisco area in 1992, Rev. McInnis served two successive Religious Science churches while providing Internet services to the New Thought movement. Through his New Thought Network website (www.newthought.net), he maintains an Internet-based ministry to the New Thought movement overall. In addition, he conducts a global cyberspace ministry on behalf of the healing power of forgiveness, which includes teaching  an online forgiveness course for AllLearn Inc., a website-based educational consortium of Oxford, Yale, and Stanford Universities (www.alllearn.org/course.jsp?C=26); co-facilitating a global support network for persons who commit to making forgiveness a life priority (www.forgivenessfirst.com); and co-creating with others a global holiday, International Forgiveness Day, to be observed annually in each of the world’s 300+ nations and territories on the first Sunday of August (www.forgivenessday.org). He additionally maintains a website featuring his personal perspective on forgiveness, www.choosingforgiveness.org.
Rev. McInnis evolved through two earlier marriages, by the first of which he is the father of two grown children: daughter Holly, a United Airlines pilot; and son Scott, an anesthesiologist. He is presently thriving in his third and perpetual marriage to Heidy Balazsy, while synthesizing his multi-varied past experience in a life-culminating global ministry devoted to globalizing mindfulness of forgiveness in family, community, organizational, and vocational settings.
Upon retiring from senior ministry in 2002, Rev. McInnis sought the ideal spiritual community in which to pursue both the cyberspace and “Hi there!” space phases of his life-culminating ministry. He and Heidy (a daycare teacher) felt strongly led to move from the San Francisco Bay area to Wilsonville and join the LEC community. Since moving here last November, he has also become a faculty member at New West Seminary in Oregon City (www.newwestseminary.org), a member of the Portland Elders Council, a board member of the Northwest Earth and Spirit Council (  ), and facilitator of the Awakened Vocation Network, an association of persons in the Portland-Vancouver area who are pursuing their vocations of destiny, á la Robert Frost’s poetic vision:
But yield who will to their separation,

My object in living is to unite

My avocation and my vocation

As my two eyes make one in sight.

*************

My reason for seeking active involvement in the chrysalis of LEC’s evolution from caterpillar to butterfly consciousness (i.e., from edifice consciousness to genesis consciousness) is that this transition provides the opportunity to establish a global model of community and organizational transformation via the healing practice of forgiveness.


Putting forgiveness first,


Rev. Dr. Noel McInnis


30256 SW Thomas Street, #1106


Wilsonville, OR 97070


503/570-4331


noelmcinnis@newthought.net
The omni-faith ministry of Rev. Noel Frederick McInnis is focused on facilitating the replacement of conflict with co-operation via the healing and transformative practice of forgiveness, applied individually, interpersonally, socially and globally.
Author of the forthcoming book, Forgiving Myself: Being Who I Am By Forgiving Who I Am Not, Rev. McInnis is a public speaker, forgiveness coach, workshop facilitator, musician, songwriter, poet, storyteller, humorist and ordained minister of the Church of Forgiveness and Life Celebration Center in San Carlos, California. He is also Vice President for Communications, Publications and Networking for the Worldwide Forgiveness Alliance in Mill Valley, California, whose principal objective is to establish International Forgiveness Day as the world’s first annual global holiday that is officially celebrated in each of the world’s 300 nations and territories. Rev. McInnis is the webwizard of several websites, including the Pioneers of Forgiveness network, Choosing Forgiveness, and the New Thought Network.
Rev. McInnis was instrumental in the founding of the North American environmental education movement in the 1970’s and its sustaining organization, The North American Association for Environmental Education; managing editor of Marilyn Ferguson’s Brain/Mind Bulletin from 1980-83; editor of Douglas Yeaman’s The Power of Commitment; and editor of Barbara Marx Hubbard’s book, Revelation: Our Crisis Is a Birth (1993) and the other volumes in Dr, Hubbard's massive commentary on the New Testament, The Book of Co-Creation.
Additional biographical material may be reviewed at the New Thought Network website.
Noel Frederick McInnis is an ordained doctorate minister of Religious Science. He presently serves the New Thought movement via his website, www.newthought.net, and on the faculty of New West Seminary in Oregon City, OR (www.newwestseminary.org). He also teaches several times annually an online course in “The Power of Forgiveness” at http://www.alllearn.org/course.jsp?C=26. The foregoing article is from a book, still in the process of forthcoming, entitled Forgiving Myself: Being Who I Am by Forgiving Who I Am Not.

Rev. Noel is a holistic educator, author, poet, editor, musician, songwriter, storyteller and humorist; an ordained doctorate minister of Religious Science associated with the Affiliated New Thought Network; a lifelong student of Western and Eastern spirituality; a faculty member of New West Seminary, in Oregon City, Oregon; and an online minister-at-large for the New Thought movement via this website and extensive e-mail networking. 

He completed his undergraduate studies in journalism (1958) and graduate studies in the intellectual history of the U. S., Europe and Russia (1963), at Northwestern University.  He holds an earned Doctorate of Religious Studies from Emerson Theological Institute, and has qualified for Emerson's Doctor of Divinity degree as well.

For five decades Rev. Noel has observed and experienced Earth changes, mind changes and personal changes from the perspectives of such integral disciplines as holistic spirituality, ecology, transpersonal and spiritual psychology, consciousness studies, quantum-relativistic physics and cosmology, and general systems theory and organizational transformation.  From his studies and contemplations of the arts and sciences of wholeness, he has created a practical philosophy of self-dominion - the art and science of being one’s own person - a philosophy that he has grounded in New Thought (Unity, Religious Science, Divine Science) metaphysics, which he imparts in a variety of academic, editorial and ministerial settings.  Since 1965, his consistent meta-intention has been to facilitate the current paradigm shift from individual competitiveness to mutual co-operation that is represented by New Epochal Thinking.

Rev. Noel brings a rich and varied background of personal and professional experience to his new-paradigming endeavors.  From 1965-1977, while teaching at community college and university levels, and authoring or editing curriculum materials, numerous articles and several books, he was immersed in academic administration, curriculum and instructional development, and educational consulting for numerous state, federal and private agencies and organizations.  

His initial application of networking strategy, via the establishment of his own non-profit educational foundation, supported his role as a principal founder of the U.S. environmental education movement in the early 1970’s.  In 1973-74 he convened thousands of environmental educators from public and private schools, colleges and universities, government agencies and major corporations in a series of 8 regional workshops for the U.S. Office of Education.  At the same time he was program chair for the 1974 first annual convention of the North American Association for Environmental Education, of which he was a founding board member.  From 1974-77 he was successively the research or project director of three statewide or national environmental and energy education projects headquartered in Madison Wisconsin, Portland, Oregon and in Tuscaloosa and Montevallo, Alabama.

In 1977-78 Rev. Noel enjoyed a year of self-renewal in Aspen, CO, where he served intermittently as a chef or pianist in local restaurants between 10,000 miles of hitchhiking jaunts within Colorado and to both coasts, inviting inspiration for a new career.  His discovery of Science of Mind philosophy while visiting the Mile-Hi Church of Religious Science in Denver on Thanksgiving Sunday, 1977, moved him to fulfill his teen-age intention to become a minister.  He enrolled in the UCRS School of Ministry (now Ernest Holmes Institute) in September of 1978.

From 1979-96 Rev. Noel, in addition to his ministerial studies and subsequent church co-ministries with his wife, Rev. Rita McInnis, taught nearly two dozen classes on Science of Mind in relationship to science, mysticism, philosophy, and ethics, at all of the campuses of the School of Ministry and Ernest Holmes Institute.  He was also successively an editorial assistant and editorial advisory board member for Science of Mind Publications.  He facilitated the reprinting of Ernest Holmes’ Seminar Lectures and The Voice Celestial, as well as formal publication of the mimeographed Concordance to the Science of Mind textbook for which he and Rev. Rita verified the accuracy of all 18,000+ Concordance references.  From 1989-1991 he co-authored with Rev. Rita a monthly Science of Mind magazine column, “The Perception of Wholeness,” and has since had several articles and interviews featured in the magazine.  

From 1980-83 Rev. Noel was the managing editor of Marilyn Ferguson’s publication, the Brain/Mind Bulletin, tracking the metaphysical implications and impact of the neurosciences and contemporary scientific cosmology.  From 1983-1993, he was the editor of Barbara Marx Hubbard’s massive Book of Co-Creation and its related publications.  

From 1985-92 the McInnises were the founding co-ministers of the National Science of Mind Center in Washington, D.C. (now the Celebration Center of Religious Science in Falls Church, VA.).  Rev. Noel became an ordained UCRS minister of Religious Science in 1989. 

Since moving to the San Francisco area in 1992, Rev. Noel has provided a variety of Internet services to churches, and to non-profit organizations that support the teaching and learning of holistic worldviews compatible with New Thought perspectives.  

Rev. Rita, from whom he is divorced, is now retired in Chilliwack, British Columbia.  Rev. Noel and his wife, Heidy Balazsy, reside in Wilsonville, OR.

Rev. Noel McInnis is a holistic educator, author, editor, musician (keyboards and guitar), songwriter, poet, storyteller, humorist, and UCRS ordained doctorate minister of Religious Science. As chaplain of New West Seminary, an independent New Thought seminary in Oregon City, OR, he further serves the New Thought movement overall via his www.newthought.net website, a portal to all New Thought-related activity on the Internet. 

A co-founder in the 1960’s and 1970’s of the North American environmental education movement, Rev. McInnis is now among those who are presently co-creating a global forgiveness education movement. He is the author or co-author of several forgiveness-related websites, five of which he serves as webwizard. Several times each year he teaches an online course in forgiveness for a website-based consortium of Oxford, Yale and Stanford Universities. In conjunction with his ministry in cyberspace, Rev. McInnis also conducts a guest-speaking and forgiveness-coaching workshop ministry in “Hi There!” space. 

Supplemental to his ministerial training, Rev. McInnis’ preparation for his present mission includes his life-long study of self-transformational perspectives from earliest historical times to the present; his authorship and co-authorship of several books; his three years of intensive research in the field of noetic science as managing editor of Marilyn Ferguson’s Brain/Mind Bulletin; his training in co-creative facilitation while working with Barbara Marx Hubbard as the editor of her Book of Co-Creation; and a decade of intensive inner work that informs his own forthcoming book, Forgiving Myself: A Preface to Blameless Living (Being Who I Am by Forgiving Who I Am Not).

Last November Rev. McInnis moved from the San Francisco area to Wilsonville, OR, to serve and participate in the Portland-Vancouver area New Thought community at large.
*************
*************

For more on the Internet as a "global mind" see my description of "The Internet As a New Thought Form" at http://www.newthought.net/globalizing.htm (my Internetworking website for the International New Thought movement). 

Fuller details of my background are at http://www.choosingforgiveness.org/mcinnis.htm  and http://www.newthought.net/who.htm  .  
My ministry is presently represented by my church website:

http://www.choosingforgiveness.org/church_of_forgiveness.htm 

and at three other websites:

· my own (http://www.choosingforgiveness.org ), 

· the Worldwide Forgiveness Alliance, of which I am Vice President for Communications, Publications and Networking (http://www.forgivenessday.org ).
· The Pioneers of Forgiveness, of which I am the coordinator (http://www.pioneersofforgiveness.org ).
Nothing I have done since becoming a New Thought minister has felt as right for me as this does.

######################################
When I realized that the most influential of all environments is the way we think about our environments, I entered a metaphysical ministry, and am now doing for forgiveness education what I once did for EE.  With the Internet I am doing this globally.

My metaphysical ministry includes being webmaster of www.newthought.net , where my life after EE is briefly summarized: http://www.newthought.net/who.htm .

The forgiveness aspect of my ministry is centered from www.choosingforgiveness.org  , which includes my church website, www.choosingforgiveness.org/church_of_forgiveness.htm .  I am also webmaster of www.pioneersofforgiveness.org and have oversight of the Worldwide Forgiveness Alliance’s website (www.forgivenessday.org), for which organization I am V.P. for Communications, Publications and Networking.
Rev. Noel Frederick McInnis is an educator, author, editor, musician, songwriter, poet, storyteller, humorist and an ordained minister of the Church of Forgiveness and Life Celebration Center, an independent church of Religious Science in San Carlos, California.  Rev. McInnis was one of the founders of the North American environmental education movement in the 1970’s; the managing editor of Marilyn Ferguson’s Brain/Mind Bulletin from 1980-83; and editor of Barbara Marx Hubbard’s Book of Co-Creation.  

Rev. McInnis conducts a global online ministry focused on the healing power of forgiveness, though his church website and the Worldwide Forgiveness Alliance. He is the Alliance’s Vice President for Communications, Publications and Networking, in support of a project to make International Forgiveness Day an annual global holiday in each of the world’s 300+ nations and territories, to be observed on the first Sunday of each August.

There is more biographical information at www.choosingforgiveness.org/mcinnis.htm and www.newthought.net/who.htm .

######################################

WFA Management Function:

Coordinator of communication, publishing and networking

Qualifications:

1941-2002 - Seeking a fulcrum on which to leverage positive change in human behavior (a la Archimedes' proclamation: "Give me a fulcrum and a place to stand and I can move the world").

1965-1973 - Executive Director of a corporately funded non-profit educational foundation (The Center for Curriculum Design in Evanston, Illinois), whose cross-networking of 1) public and private schools, colleges and universities, 2) pertinent state and federal government agencies, and 3) public information departments of major corporations in the agricultural, manufacturing, timber and energy arenas, was instrumental in establishing the environmental education movement in North America and the founding of the North American Association for Environmental Education.  The Center was my fulcrum, and environmental education was my place to stand.

1965-2002 - Participant/observer in a broad range of personal transformation networks, which led to managing editorship of Marilyn Ferguson's Brain/Mind Bulletin from 1980-83 and subsequent Religious Science ministry to the present time.

1994-2002 - Participant/observer in numerous Internet-based projects for the purpose of acquiring the Internetworking skills essential to globalizing the observance of International Forgiveness Day.  The Internet is now my fulcrum, and International Forgiveness Day is my place to stand.

Meta-qualification:

My congenital predisposition to networking was activated the day in 1965 that I read Marshall McLuhan's statement, "In the electric age we wear all mankind as our skin," and foresaw that within a few decades we would also be thinking with all of humankind as our mind.  Though I would not know what form the latter development was going to take until both the Internet and the concept of International Forgiveness Day entered my life in 1994, I continued preparing myself to be ready for whatever showed up.  
Possibly of most significance, in addition to the above, is that I did my Northwestern University graduate work (all but PhD) in the history and historiography of ideas in America, Europe and Russia since the 15th century, especially as reflected in the nationalistic expansion of the U.S. and Russian frontier movements and in the growth of East European nationalism.  My comprehension of the latter has been very helpful to me in understanding the "Balkanization" of the Arabic world.

My former wife and I conducted a weekly ACIM discussion group near Washington, DC from 1983-1985, during which I became intimately acquainted with the Course's perspective on forgiveness.  

I discovered Willis Harman, Barbara Marx Hubbard and others in the late mid-60's who were associated with the World Future Society's inception.  Though Willis and I became friends, our paths crossed infrequently.  It was for the purpose of editing Barbara's _Book of Creation_ that my former wife and I moved to Washington, DC (succeeding my work with Marilyn Ferguson) where Barbara lived at that time.

I have nothing further to add about Paul Ray.

I also became an avid tracker of the humanistic and transpersonal movements after reading Floyd Matson's _The Broken Image_ in the mid-60's.  I've kept in touch with Ken Wilber's work (though not Wilber personally) since 1981, and once taught a course based on his _History of Everything_ book.  

######################################

As I told you on the phone, I took a hiatus from my intensive online activity for over a year, and also suspended my church’s Sunday services last February, maintaining only its weekday evening programs.  I essentially erased my existing vocational slate on behalf of re-visioning, re-configuring and resurrecting my ministry, both locally and online. 

Forgiveness is now my ministry’s intentional focus, alignment and attunement – for the rest of my life or for eternity, whichever turns out to be more enduring. 

######################################
The dissonance you experienced in our church (and in the entire UCRS denomination) continued until we were too small to remain qualified as a UCRS member church, so we voted to become an independent Church of Religious Science, and part of the Affiliated New Thought Network (www.newthought.org ) and its educational arm, Emerson Institute (www.emersoninstitute.edu ).  Attendance continued to dwindle until there were only a handful of people in addition to myself, Heidy (my wife of three years), and the choir.  When I got tired of preaching to the choir (last February) we suspended our Sunday services while continuing our week night programs.

As divine timing would have it, this was also when I began to draw on Social Security, meaning that I had some slack in which to retread (which I have always taken to be the true definition of "retire"). By mid-summer I had reconceived my entire ministry around the advocacy of "choosing forgiveness," with my advocacy of Science of Mind as supportive thereof.  As a consequence, I am more and more looking at the world through the lens of Science of Mind and less and less looking at the lens of Science of Mind from the world's perspective.  In other words, my ministry is no longer about Science of Mind (what I speak on behalf of) so much as it is about what Science of Mind is itself about (which is what I speak from).

I am learning to teach *from* Science of Mind, with none of the language that creates a learning curve for those not familiar with its jargon.

This redefinition of my ministry has been the logical outcome of my realization a few years ago that forgiveness is the only thing I know of that fills Ernest Holmes' prescription of being for something and against nothing. One cannot take a stand for forgiveness while being against something - at least not as readily as those who take a stand for peace do so by being against war (though this, too, may be changing). As with fighting for peace, being against anything in the name of forgiveness is like (to paraphrase) copulating for virginity.

The church (now named The Church of Forgiveness and Life Celebration Center) offers workshops and classes that provide an opportunity for persons of all faiths (including agnosticism and atheism) to experience the healing power of forgiveness.  Its/my online ministry, in conjunction with the Worldwide Forgiveness Alliance (http://www.forgivenessday.org ), also supports the County's 400+ human service agencies by providing speakers for their programs and working with persons referred to us for our assistance in resolving their forgiveness-related issues.  And I am taking one of my workshops all over the country (see http://www.ccrs.org/McInnisWorkshop.htm  for my offering thereof to the church that my former wife and I co-founded in Northern Virginia).

Through the Alliance I have recently published a Preview Edition of my forthcoming book on self-forgiveness, which I began writing late in 1999 upon returning from the Global Forgiveness Conference at the Findhorn Community in Scotland. While I was there I learned that in all of the literature on the subject of forgiveness, very little of it deals with self-forgiveness. Then I overheard a conference participant's poignant lament that what she most needed to know, and was getting scant help with at the conference, was how to forgive herself. 

I've entitled by book Forgiving Myself: Being Who I Am By Forgiving Who I Am Not.  For excerpts from the Preview Edition, see www.choosingforgiveness.org/forgiving.htm   .

The overall scope of my Choosing Forgiveness ministry is represented at http://www.choosingforgiveness.org  and http://www.pioneersofforgiveness.org  . 

#########################################
Over the past two years I've been cocooning a transformation of my ministry, my emergence from which was marked by my attendance of Wednesday’s ministerial gathering after a two-year hiatus.

I have re-visioned, re-configured and resurrected my ministry, both locally and online. I began by suspending my intensive online activity and attendance at meetings and conferences.  Then last February, a year after my congregation's vote to become an independent Church of Religious Science, and with the support of its Governing Council and membership, I suspended my church's Sunday morning services, continuing only its weekday evening programs.

In other words, I erased the existing forms of my ministry so I could be the ministry that has since 1989 yearned within, through and from me for alternative forms of expression.  My work with Barbara Marx Hubbard’s Book of Co-Creation was part of my long walk through the valley of the shadow of my ministry yet to be.

Healing through forgiveness is now my ministry's intentional focus, alignment and attunement, on behalf of facilitating Ernest Holmes' call for the emergence on this planet of a group of people who are for something and against nothing. With its new form(s) just now emerging, my ministry is global in extent, both in cyberspace and "Hi there!" space, most especially through its online support for the establishment of International Forgiveness Day as an annual holiday in each of the world's 300+ nations and territories.

My Sunday mornings are now devoted to a guest-speaking ministry at other churches, mostly in the Bay area, and increasingly worldwide as well (I may fly anywhere that United Airlines goes free of charge as the parent of a pilot – my daughter, who flies 747’s from Chicago to Tokyo, Hong Kong and Singapore).

My presentation of this new ministry to 300+ churches of all faiths, synagogues, and mosques, and to 400+ human service agencies in San Mateo County follows my signature block.

My emerging ministry is represented by five websites:
* my church website: http://www.choosingforgiveness.org/church_of_forgiveness.htm
* my ministry's website: http://www.choosingforgiveness.org
* the website of the Worldwide Forgiveness Alliance, of which I am the Co-Ordinator of Communications, Publications and Networking: http://www.forgivenessday.org
* the Pioneers of Forgiveness website: http://www.pioneersofforgiveness.org
* the New Thought Network website, http://www.newthought.net

(This is quite possibly more than you ever wanted to know about my current ministry.)

#########################################
I began as the minister here on June 1, 1995, the same year that I became involved with the Worldwide Forgiveness Alliance (www.forgivessday.org ), whose principal objective is to establish International Forgiveness Day as a global holiday celebrated annually in each of the world's 300 nations and territories.  I am still the minister here (as well as Vice President for Communications, Publications and Networking of the Alliance), though my church bears no resemblance to its form when I arrived six years ago.

At first, attendance doubled within a few months, from 40 to 80 persons. Then I gave a prosperity talk that was very successful in former churches I served, yet was so offensive to this congregation that half never returned.  We went from 80 persons back to 40 in one week. After that, we failed to add new members as rapidly as we lost them from attrition, most of which occurred as people moved out of the area.

Eventually we were too small to continue as a UCRS member church, so we voted to become an independent Church of Religious Science, and became part of the Affiliated New Thought Network (www.newthought.org ) and its educational arm, Emerson Institute (www.emersoninstitute.edu ).  Attendance continued to dwindle until there were only a handful of people in addition to myself, Heidy (my wife), and the choir.  When I got tired of preaching to the choir (last February) we suspended our Sunday services while continuing our week night programs.

As divine timing would have it, this was also when I began to draw on Social Security, meaning that I had some slack in which to retread (which I have always taken to be the true definition of "retire"). By mid-summer I had reconceived my entire ministry around the advocacy of "choosing forgiveness," with my advocacy of New Thought as supportive thereof.  As a consequence, I am more and more looking at the world through the lens of Science of Mind and less and less looking at the lens of Science of Mind from the world's perspective.  In other words, my ministry is no longer about Science of Mind (what I speak on behalf of) so much as it is about what Science of Mind is itself about (what I speak from).

I am learning to teach Science of Mind with none of the language that creates a learning curve for those not familiar with its jargon.

This redefinition of my ministry has been the logical outcome of my realization a few years ago that forgiveness is the only thing I know of that fills Ernest Holmes' prescription of being for something and against nothing. One cannot take a stand for forgiveness while being against something - at least not as readily as those who take a stand for peace do so by being against war (though this, too, may be changing). As with fighting for peace, being against anything in the name of forgiveness is like (paraphrased) copulating for virginity.

And so, on this coming November 5, my church (now named The Church of Forgiveness and Life Celebration Center) resumes weekly services - on Monday nights, rather than Sunday mornings, so as to facilitate participation by members of other churches in our program for only as long as it takes them to resolve their forgiveness issues. We offer very few of the services that churches traditionally provide, have no doctrinal requirement for participation in our programs, and do not solicit formal membership or other organizational dependency. We have but one objective: to provide an opportunity for persons of all faiths (including agnosticism and atheism) to experience the healing power of forgiveness by visiting one or a few of our Monday evening meetings.

In conjunction with the Worldwide Forgiveness Alliance we also support the County's 400+ human service agencies by providing speakers for their programs and working with persons referred to us for our assistance in resolving their forgiveness-related issues.

Just as my New Thought ministry had a major online component (www.newthough.net ), so does my Choosing Forgiveness ministry.  I expect that hundreds of thousands if not millions of persons worldwide will be reached via the Choosing Forgiveness website (www.choosingforgiveness.org ) and related networking, whereas only a few thousand people in the world consider the New Thought Network website to be relevant.

I have just published some new material, which I began writing late in 1999 upon returning from the Global Forgiveness Conference at the Findhorn Community in Scotland. While I was there I learned that in all of the literature on the subject of forgiveness, very little of it deals with self-forgiveness. Then I overheard a conference participant's poignant lament that what she most needed to know, and was getting scant help with at the conference, was how to forgive herself. I've entitled by book Forgiving Myself: Being Who I Am By Forgiving Who I Am Not, a Preview Edition (15% of the final manuscript) of which is being published through the Worldwide Forgiveness Alliance. (For excerpts amounting to about 15% of the Preview Edition, see www.choosingforgiveness.org/forgiving.htm ).

The overall scope of my Choosing Forgiveness ministry is represented at www.choosingforgiveness.org . Among other things it features several workshops that facilitate the choice of forgiveness, and I would love to offer one of them at your church (see www.choosingforgiveness.org/workshops.htm ).

######################################

To Fred Luskin:

My background includes 

* all-but-dissertation Ph.D. studies in U.S. and European intellectual history at Northwestern University, 

* 16 years of college and university teaching (1960-76), which included several years of department chairmanship, 

* 6 years as director of a non-profit educational foundation that was instrumental in the founding of the environmental education movement in North America (1968-73)

* 15 years of study and ministering in churches of metaphysical (as distinct from religious) spirituality,

* several years of experience conducting chat room and listserv forums;

* several years of intensive work in the practice and facilitation of self-forgiveness.
######################################
12/8/2001:

As for my bio, please feel free to use as much or as little of the following as seems appropriate:

######################################
FORGIVE FOR GOOD (03-13-02)

Noel Frederick McInnis is an educator, author, editor, musician, songwriter, poet, storyteller, humorist and an ordained Doctorate minister of Religious Science at the Church of Forgiveness and Life Celebration Center in San Carlos, California. His background includes: 
* an M.A. degree and all-but-dissertation Ph.D. studies in U.S. and European intellectual history at Northwestern University (1960-64); 

* Fellow and Doctorate degrees in Religious Science (1986; 2000) 

* 16 years of college and university teaching (1960-76), which included several years of department chairmanship

* 6 years as director of a non-profit educational foundation instrumental in the founding of the North American environmental education movement (1968-73)

* 3 years as managing editor of Marilyn Ferguson’s Brain/Mind Bulletin (1980-83)

* Fellow and Doctorate degrees in Religious Science (1986; 2000)

* 25 years of study and ministering in churches of metaphysical (as distinct from religious) spirituality

* 10 years of intensive work in the practice and facilitation of self-forgiveness

* 6 years of experience conducting chat room and listserv forums

Since 1965 Dr. McInnis has immersed himself in studies of general systems theory, holistic consciousness, contemporary cosmology, transpersonal psychology and psychotherapy, spiritual metaphysics and other integral perspectives, while sharing and applying his learning in a variety of educational, editorial and ministerial settings.  He currently conducts a global online ministry focused on the healing power of forgiveness, though his church and the Worldwide Forgiveness Alliance. As the Alliance’s Vice President for Communications, Publications and Networking, he supports its International Forgiveness Day initiative to create an annual global holiday that is observed in each of the world’s 300+ nations and territories on the first Sunday of each August.

FORGIVE FOR GOOD (08-12-02)

Noel Frederick McInnis obtained a B.S. in journalism and M.A. in U.S. and European intellectual history at Northwestern University. His career has included 16 years of college and university teaching, leadership in the founding of the North American environmental education movement in the 1970s, and managing editorship of the Brain/Mind Bulletin from 1980 to 1983. He is currently an ordained Minister of Religious Science at the Church of Forgiveness and Life Celebration Center in San Carlos, California. He conducts a global online ministry focused on the healing power of forgiveness, through his church and the Worldwide Forgiveness Alliance. As its vice president for communications, publications and networking, he supports the Alliance’s initiative to create an annual International Forgiveness Day, to be observed on the first Sunday of every August. Also through the Alliance, he is an associate of the course’s creator, Dr. Frederic Luskin.

FFI (03-13-02)

Noel Frederick McInnis is an educator, author, editor,  musician, songwriter, poet, storyteller, humorist and an ordained minister of Religious Science at the Church of Forgiveness and Life Celebration Center in San Carlos, California.  He was one of the founders of the North American environmental education movement in the 1970’s and the managing editor of Marilyn Ferguson’s Brain/Mind Bulletin from 1980-83. He has subsequently immersed himself in ongoing studies of consciousness, spiritual metaphysics, contemporary cosmology, transpersonal psychology and psychotherapy, and other integral perspectives, while sharing and applying his learning in a variety of educational, editorial and ministerial settings.  He currently conducts a global online ministry focused on the healing power of forgiveness, though his church and the Worldwide Forgiveness Alliance. As the Alliance’s Vice President for Communications, Publications and Networking, he supports its International Forgiveness Day initiative to create an annual global holiday that is observed in each of the world’s 300+ nations and territories on the first Sunday of each August.

FATHER STANLEY (07-02-01)

Rev. Noel Frederick McInnis is a musician, songwriter, poet, storyteller, humorist and an ordained minister of the Church of Forgiveness and Life Celebration Center, an independent church of Religious Science in San Carlos, California.  Rev. McInnis was one of the founders of the North American environmental education movement in the 1970’s; the managing editor of Marilyn Ferguson’s Brain/Mind Bulletin from 1980-83; and editor of Barbara Marx Hubbard’s Book of Co-Creation.  

Rev. McInnis is Vice President for Communications, Publications and Networking of the Worldwide Forgiveness Alliance, sponsor of a project to make International Forgiveness Day an annual global holiday by the year 2005.

MARIN CHURCH (12/31/2000):

Rev. Noel Frederick McInnis is a musician, songwriter, poet, storyteller, humorist; an ordained minister of the Life Celebration Center, an independent church of Religious Science in San Carlos, California; and InterNetworker-at-Large for the New Thought movement; and author of a forthcoming book entitled, Being Your Own Person with the Politics of Success.
Rev. McInnis was one of the founders of the North American environmental education movement in the 1970’s; the managing editor of Marilyn Ferguson’s Brain/Mind Bulletin from 1980-83; editor of Barbara Marx Hubbard’s Book of Co-Creation; and co-founder/co-minister of the National Science of Mind Center in Washington, D.C. from 1985-92.  He served as staff minister for education outreach at the Center for Spiritual Living in Corte Madera before committing to his San Carlos ministry in 1995.

Workshop Description

Being Your Own Person with the Politics of Success

A workshop for those who’ve had it with the politics of pleasing others.

All of the great moral and spiritual traditions proclaim that while we are here for each other, we are not here as each other.  Each of us is here to do his or her best for the sake of all concerned, rather than to do someone else’s best.

The Politics of Success is a practical approach to liberating oneself from controlling influences that keep us from being fully who we truly are.  It incorporates all of the forms that success takes, not only fame, fortune and power, cultivating satisfactions of spirit that material success alone cannot buy, including relationships that work, vocations that satisfy, and well-being of body, mind and emotionality.

OAKLAND CHURCH (1998):

Rev. Noel Frederick McInnis is a musician, songwriter, poet, storyteller, humorist; an ordained minister of the Celebration of Life Church of Religious Science in San Carlos, California; and InterNetworker-at-Large for the United Church of Religious Science.  In the latter capacity he supports the design and maintenance of the UCRS Home Office websites (www.religiousscience.org , www.wmop.org, and www.scienceofmind.com ) as well as over 100 member church websites, the offering of online instruction, the coordination of SOM chat conferences, and the management of two dozen e-mail forums (a.k.a. listservs).  

Rev. McInnis was one of the founders of the North American environmental education movement in the 1970’s; the managing editor of Marilyn Ferguson’s Brain/Mind Bulletin from 1980-83; and co-founder/co-minister of the National Science of Mind Center in Washington, D.C. from 1985-92.

ISSEEM:

Rev. Noel Frederick McInnis is a teacher, minister, musician, songwriter, poet, storyteller, humorist, and Internet Service Provider.  University-trained in journalism and the intellectual history of the United States, Europe and Russia, and subsequently self-educated in the fields of general systems theory, ecology, quantum-relativistic cosmology, transpersonal psychology, consciousness studies, holistic theology, subtle energetics and other integral perspectives, he has applied his learning in a variety of academic, editorial and ministerial settings.  He has taught at university, junior college, and theological school levels, written several books, and has been an ordained minister of Religious Science since 1989.

Rev. McInnis was one of the founders of the North American environmental education movement in the 1970’s; the managing editor of Marilyn Ferguson’s Brain/Mind Bulletin from 1980-83; and co-founder/co-minister of the National Science of Mind Center in Washington, D.C. from 1985-92.  Since moving to the San Francisco area in 1992 he has become an Internet Service Provider to non-profit organizations that support the teaching and learning of holistic world views.

Rev. Noel Frederick McInnis is a musician, songwriter, poet, storyteller, humorist and minister who uniquely combines his talents in both “hi-there” space and cyberspace.  He is minister of the Celebration of Life Church of Religious Science in San Carlos, California, and InterNetworker-at-Large for the United Church of Religious Science.  In the latter capacity he supports the design and maintenance of UCRS Home Office and member church websites, the offering of online instruction, the coordination of SOM chat conferences, and the management of two dozen e-mail forums (a.k.a. listservs).

Rev. Noel Frederick McInnis, who often introduces himself as "a recovering adult," is a musician, songwriter, poet, storyteller, humorist and minister – in both “hi-there” space and cyberspace.  He is the Resident Organic Unit at the Celebration of Life Church of Religious Science in San Carlos, California, and InterNetworker-at-Large for Science of Mind, designing and maintaining SOM Home Office and member church websites, coordinating SOM chat conferences, and managing nearly two dozen SOM e-mail conferencing networks (a.k.a. listservs). 

Rev. Noel Frederick McInnis is a musician, songwriter, poet, storyteller, humorist and minister – in both “hi-there” space and cyberspace.  He is the Resident Organic Unit at the Celebration of Life Church of Religious Science in San Carlos, California, and InterNetworker-at-Large for Science of Mind, designing and maintaining Science of Mind  Home Office and member church websites, coordinating Science of Mind  chat conferences, and managing nearly two dozen Science of Mind e-mail conferencing networks (also known as “listservs”). 

I am a dynamic speaker [actually at my most dynamic] on the subject “The Metaphysics of the Internet from a Science of Mind Perspective.”  From the SOM perspective, the Internet is a technological incarnation of One-Mindedness – all of us thinking with the same mind.  The potentials are enormous for using this incarnation on behalf of getting Ernest Holmes’ teachings to the world, thus becoming the “NOW great impulsion” rather than what Holmes himself proclaimed as the “next” one.

On about two dozen occasions, between 1779 and 1996 (lastly in Seattle), I also taught at the various UCRS school of ministry campuses some quite provocative courses on SOM as it relates to science, mysticism, philosophy, and ethics.  (Lacking degrees in any of those subjects, I eventually ceased to qualify to teach at Ernest Holmes Institute.)

I am currently part-time minister of the Celebration of Life Church of Religious Science in San Carlos, CA, and (as an ISP with my own DNS) full-time SOM Internetworker-at-large.  In addition to designing and/or facilitating the UCRS websites (www.religiousscience.org , www.wmop.org, and www.scienceofmind.com ), facilitating the online instruction of others in website design, and managing numerous chat rooms and listservs, I have managed to create some other web sites as well, i.e. www.mediamessage.com/OURCHIVE , and (the following are my own) www.celenet.org , www.mediamessage.com/selfdominion , and www.humanorigins.com .

The last C.V. I sent you was dated 1980.

· Shortly after that I became the managing editor of Marilyn Ferguson’s Brain/Mind Bulletin (1980-83), and became acquainted with the entire spectrum of research and perspectives on body-mind interactions.

· After a two-year period of free-lance editing and writing, during which I co-authored a book entitled “The Power of Commitment,” I co-founded with my wife, Rita, the National Science of Mind Center in Washington D.C. (now known as the Celebration Church of Religious Science, in Falls Church, VA).

· In 1989 I became an ordained minister of Religious Science.

· In 1992 Rita and I moved to Marin County, California, shortly after which we separated and divorced.  After three years of freelance writing and editing I became the minister of the Celebration of Life Church of Religious Science in San Carlos, CA, which I still serve.

· In 1996 I became an Internet Service Provider, and have specialized in designing and hosting websites, chat conferences, e-mail forums and other InterNetworking strategies and systems for non-profit organizations.  My current focus is the establishment and facilitation of online learning communities.

I have a B.S. in Journalism (1958)  and an M.A. in US & European History (1962) from Northwestern University, and did all the work for a Doctorate in U.S. Frontier & European History at Northwestern except the dissertation.  

[My dissertation mentor retired unexpectedly, and nobody else could support me in my chosen dissertation subject: “The Mississippi Valley Press as a Source for the Study of Migration to Pacific Coast in the 1840’s.”  (My secondary area of study was the comparative frontier histories of the U.S. and Russia.)]  

Subsequently discovering the metaphysical implications of quantum physics and relativity theory, I thoroughly self-educated myself in this area between 1965-77 prior to my discovery and intensive study of Ernest Holmes.

In addition to my UCRS ministerial studies from 1978-86, I did editing for Science of Mind PubIications, which included the reprinting of Holmes’ Seminar Lectures and The Voice Celestial, and a summer devoted to verifying the accuracy of all 18,000+ entries in the Concordance to the Science of Mind textbook.  

I was also for three years the managing editor of Marilyn Ferguson’s Brain/Mind Bulletin, which tracked the metaphysical impact of the neurosciences and the emerging scientific cosmology.  

As a consequence of my immersion in Holmes’ work and contemporary cosmology, I was thoroughly prepared to correlate Ernest Holmes’ metaphysics with the metaphysics of contemporary science – Science of Mind with the mind of science.

I have an R.Sc.F. from UCRS and was ordained while serving the church my former wife and I co-founded near Washington, D.C.

I will detail my 12 years of college and university teaching experience prior to  teaching at the various campuses of what is now called Ernest Holmes Institute. This includes

· a social-science division chairmanship;

· a college-wide directorship of curriculum and instructional development; 

· the directorship of a non-profit educational foundation that specialized in curriculum design for environmental education in the late 1960’s and early 1970’s (I was among the founders of the environmental education movement); 

· directorship of 10 nationwide regional workshops for the U.S. Office of Environmental Education and, in the same year, director of the first annual convention of the North American Association for Environmental Education, of which I was a founding Board member; 

directorship of a statewide environmental education program in Alabama.

M.S.U. (Making Stuff Up) is an emerging, contemporary and informal school for the soul, grounded in the holistic imaginations represented by several fields of exploration, inquiry and revelation: New Thought metaphysics (especially the Science of Mind and Unity). The perennial philosophy/Great Tradition, the emerging sciences of wholeness, transpersonal and archetypal studies, co-creative conscious evolution, multi-dimensional intuition, and other articulations of the concentric perspective.

M.S.U, assists its participants in developing attentional mastery, knowledge by identity, the perception of wholeness, causal consciousness and related approaches to the transcendence of limiting thoughts, feelings and conditions.

Noel McInnis is an Internetworking strategist, whose study of organizational, information and communications ecology (a.k.a. “General Systems Theory”) began in the mid-1960’s.  His initial application of networking strategy, via the establishment of his own non-profit educational foundation, drew him into the circle of educators who founded the environmental education movement in the early 1970’s.  In 1973-74 he convened thousands of environmental educators from public and private schools, colleges and universities, government agencies and corporations in a series of 10 regional workshops for the U.S. Office of Education. At the same time he was program chair for the 1974 first annual convention of the North American Association for Environmental Education, of which he was a founding board member.

McInnis earned a B.S. in Journalism (1958) and an M.A. in U.S. & European history of ideas (1962) from Northwestern University, thereafter completing all but a dissertation for a doctorate in U.S. intellectual history.  Since the late Sixties, McInnis has been monitoring the literature and trends that have informed what has now become known as the “Integral Culture” movement of 44 million so-called “Cultural Creatives” who are to be supported by Well Being Web. 

McInnis has been the managing editor of Marilyn Ferguson’s _Brain/Mind Bulletin_ (1980-83), and subsequently the editor of Barbara Marx Hubbard’s _Book of Co-Creation_.  He has served for the past twenty years as a minister of Religious Science, one of several so-called “New Thought” denominations that grew out of 19th century Emersonian transcendentalism. Noel is chair of the Online Committee of the International New Thought Association, and currently engages in full-time online networking of several hundred New Thought churches and their ministers, as well as several thousand of their congregants. 

######################################
I am sending this “thank you” note to everyone who has alerted me over the past few months to the fact that some links on the various websites that I manage – or once managed – lead to so-called “adult” websites.

I appreciate your calling this to my attention, as there were more such links to my former church website from the other websites than I could begin to track down all by myself.  

What happened when I allowed my former church URL to expire in favor of a new one, is that the porn folks bought it (as they do systematically with expired URL's) and tried to blackmail me into repurchasing it from them for "a minimum of $595." 

######################################
What I have been up to lately is the complete revisioning, redefinition and reconfiguration of my ministry

I began as minister of my present church on June 1, 1995, the same year that I became involved with the Worldwide Forgiveness Alliance, whose principal objective is to establish International Forgiveness Day as a global holiday celebrated annually in each of the world's 300 nations and territories.  I am still the minister here (as well as Vice President for Communications, Publications and Networking of the Alliance), though my church bears no resemblance to its form when I arrived six years ago. 

At first, attendance doubled within a few months, from 40 to 80 persons. Then I did something that worked well for Rita and me at the National Science of Mind Center. . . and bombed here.

Remember our series of reverse collections at the NSOMC, where we passed a collection plate full of $5 (and later $10, etc.) bills, asking people to take one of each, multiply it and return the gain.  It worked well at NSMOC, but this congregation was so offended that half never returned.  We went from 80 persons back to 40 in one week. After that, we failed to add new members as rapidly as we lost them from attrition, most of which occurred as people moved out of the area.

Eventually we were too small to continue as a UCRS member church, so we voted to become an independent Church of Religious Science, and became part of the Affiliated New Thought Network (see www.newthought.org ) and its educational arm, Emerson Institute (see www.emersoninstitute.edu   Attendance continued to dwindle until there were only a handful of people in addition to myself, Heidy (my wife), and the choir.  When I got tired of preaching to the choir (last February) we suspended our Sunday services while continuing our week night program.

As divine timing would have it, that is also when I began to draw on Social Security, meaning that I had some slack in which to retread (which I have always taken to be the true definition of "retire"). By mid-summer I had reconceived my entire ministry around the advocacy of "choosing forgiveness," with my advocacy of New Thought as supportive thereof.  As a consequence, I am more and more looking at the world through the lens of Science of Mind and less and less looking at the lens of Science of Mind from the world's perspective.  In other words, my ministry is no longer about Science of Mind (what I speak on behalf of) so much as it is about what Science of Mind is itself about (what I speak from). I am learning to articulate Science of Mind with none of the language that creates a learning curve for those not familiar with its jargon.

This redefinition of my ministry has been the logical outcome of my realization a few years ago that forgiveness is the only thing I know of that fills Ernest Holmes' prescription of being for something and against nothing. One cannot take a stand for forgiveness while being against something - at least not as readily as those who take a stand for peace do so by being against war (though this, too, may be changing). As with fighting for peace, being against anything in the name of forgiveness is like (paraphrased) copulating for virginity.

And so, on this coming November 5, my church (now named The Church of Forgiveness and Life Celebration Center) resumes weekly services - on Monday nights, rather than Sunday mornings - so as to support participation by members of other churches in our program for only as long as it takes them to resolve their forgiveness issues. We offer very few of the programs and services that churches traditionally provide, have no doctrinal requirement for participation in our programs, and do not solicit formal membership or other organizational dependency. We have but one objective: to provide an opportunity for persons of all faiths (including agnosticism and atheism) to experience the healing power of forgiveness by visiting one or a few of our Monday evening meetings.

In conjunction with the Worldwide Forgiveness Alliance we also support the County's 400+ human service agencies by providing speakers for their programs and working with persons referred to us for our assistance in resolving their forgiveness-related issues.

Just as my New Thought ministry had a major online component (www.newthought.net ), so does my Choosing Forgiveness ministry.  I expect that hundreds of thousands if not millions of persons worldwide will be reached via the Choosing Forgiveness website (www.choosingforgiveness.org ) and related networking, whereas only a few thousand people in the world consider the New Thought Network website to be relevant.

And yes, I have just published some new material, which I began writing late in 1999 upon returning from the Global Forgiveness Conference at the Findhorn Community in Scotland. While I was there I learned that in all of the literature on the subject of forgiveness, very little of it deals with self-forgiveness. Then I overheard a conference participant's poignant lament that what she most needed to know, and was getting scant help with at the conference, was how to forgive herself. I've entitled by book Forgiving Myself: Being Who I Am By Forgiving Who I Am Not, a Preview Edition (15% of the final manuscript) of which is being published through the Worldwide Forgiveness Alliance. (For excerpts amounting to about 15% of the Preview Edition, see www.choosingforgiveness.org/forgiving.htm .  Some of you will remember the "four flat tires" scenario.).

The overall scope of my Choosing Forgiveness ministry is represented at www.choosingforgiveness.org . Among other things it features several workshops that facilitate the choice of forgiveness, and I would love to offer one of them at CCRS (see www.choosingforgiveness.org/workshops.htm ).
From FF.com

Noel Frederick McInnis is a musician, songwriter, poet, storyteller, humorist and an ordained minister of Religious Science, also known as Science of Mind. He was among the founders of the North American environmental education movement in the 1970’s and the managing editor of Marilyn Ferguson’s Brain/Mind Bulletin from 1980-83. He has subsequently immersed himself in ongoing studies of holistic consciousness, contemporary cosmology, transpersonal psychology and psychotherapy, spiritual metaphysics (from Vedanta and Taoism to New Thought and A Course in Miracles), and other integral perspectives, while sharing and applying his learning in a variety of educational, editorial and ministerial settings.   

Noel currently convenes forgiveness workshops nationwide and conducts a global online ministry focused on the healing power of forgiveness, through his church and the Worldwide Forgiveness Alliance. As the Alliance’s Vice President for Communications, Publications and Networking, he supports its International Forgiveness Day initiative to create an annual global holiday that is observed in each of the world’s 300+ nations and territories on the first Sunday of each August. (More) 

More About Noel McInnis 
[ Personal History | Professional History ] 
 

Noel McInnis' Personal History
I was born in 1936 and raised in Mount Morris (central northern) Illinois, from 1941 onward on a succession of farms.  
 

At the age of five I learned that my first name, Noel, means "good news."  With occasional lapses, which have become more infrequent in recent years, I have mindfully endeavored to honor my name by being a bearer of good news, and at times by being good news itself.
 

When I was asked, as a child, what I wanted to be when I grew up, I said "unusual" - an ambition that has always been tempered by my reluctance to appear to be as unusual as I am.
 

My  undergraduate work at Northwestern University was in journalism, and my graduate work was in the intellectual history of the U. S., Europe and Russia.  I was also trained in psychological warfare as a six-year Army reservist from 1960 to 1966. 
 

From 1965-1977, while teaching at community college and university levels, and authoring or editing numerous articles, curriculum materials and several books, I was immersed in academic administration, curriculum and instructional development, educational consulting for numerous state, federal and private organizations, and the management of a non-profit educational foundation that supported my role as a co-founder of the environmental education movement in North America. 
In 1977-78 I enjoyed a year of self-renewal in Aspen, CO, alternating as chef and pianist in local restaurants while awaiting inspiration for a new career.  My discovery of the spiritual philosophy of Ernest Holmes (Science of Mind) while attending the Mile-Hi Church of Religious Science in Denver moved me to rekindle my teen-age intention to become a minister. 
From 1979-96, in addition to my ministerial studies and a variety of church ministries, I taught nearly two dozen classes on spiritual philosophy in relationship to science, mysticism, secular philosophy and ethics. 
From 1980-83 I was the managing editor of Marilyn Ferguson’s Brain/Mind Bulletin, tracking the metaphysical impact and implications of the neurosciences as well as of the emerging scientific cosmology.  From 1983-1993, I was the editor of Barbara Marx Hubbard’s massive Book of Co-Creation and its related publications.  
From 1984-85, my second wife, Rita, and I conducted A Course in Miracles discussion group prior to co-founding the National Science of Mind Center in Washington, D.C. (now the Celebration Center of Religious Science in Falls Church, VA.).  I was ordained a minister of Religious Science in 1989. 
Since moving to the San Francisco area in 1992 I have served two churches, and since 1995 have provided a variety of Internet services to non-profit spiritual and educational organizations that support the teaching, learning and practice of holistic perception. 
My experience of the last two-thirds of the 20th century suggests that the likelihood of humankind's having a 22nd century is dependent on the extent to which it learns forgiveness in the 21st century.  Therefore, in recent years I have become singularly focused on the practice and facilitation of forgiveness:  
Today's "good news" is that we are living in a time whose idea has come. The time is deeply troubled, and its un-troubling idea is forgiveness.  Desmond Tutu has declared, "Without forgiveness, we have no future."  Therefore, in accordance with Gandhi's lifestyle principle, my own future is committed to being the forgiving change I wish to see in the world. 
In so being, I bless two previous marriages - by the first of which I am the father of two grown children (daughter Holly, a United Airlines pilot; and son Scott, an anesthesiologist), and a grandfather to three young ones - as I thrive in my third and lasting marriage to Heidy Balazsy.
[ Personal History | Professional History ] 
 

Noel McInnis' Professional History
Academic Phase (1954-77)
  Preparation (1954-63) 
      A.A. in Liberal Arts, Kendall College, Evanston, IL (1954-56) 
      B.S. in Journalism, Northwestern University, Evanston, IL (1956-58) 
      M.A in U.S. & European History, Northwestern University (1960-62) 
      Doctoral studies (a.b.d.) in U.S. & European History, Northwestern University (1961-63) 
  Teaching (1962-72)
     Western Civilization, U.S. History, American Government, Russian History, International Politics
         Kendall College, Evanston, IL (1962-65)
      Experimental courses on the natural, technological, socio-cultural, & conceptual environments of humankind.
         Kendall College, Evanston, IL (1965-72)
      Community Professor of Alternative Learning Systems
         Governors State University, Park Forest, IL (1972)
      Environment, Energy and Your Future 
         University of Montevallo, Montevallo, AL (1976-77)
  Administration (Program Development and Implementation) (1958-77 )
      1958-60: Director of Admissions, Kendall College 
       1962-67: Chairman, Social Science Division [curriculum & faculty development], K.C. 
       1965-70: Director of Educational Advancement [curriculum & instructional development], K.C.           
           In this position, informally designated as “Vice-President in Charge of Heresy,” the following               innovations were initiated:
· A novel one-year course on the subject of self-dominion, entitled “Gestalt Ecology: Creating Your Own Space” (formally entitled “Technology and Civilization” to get curriculum committee approval). This course explored the relationship between environments (natural, technological, social, cultural, linguistic, conceptual) and individual and collective human behavior, with an emphasis on the de-conditioning of self-limiting behavior patterns. 

· Experimental course development and innovative instructional approaches throughout the College's curricular and extra-curricular program.  This included
1) creation of an audio-visual department;
2) participation with Jack Canfield and others (who were funded by Success Magazine founder W. Clement Stone) in creating the College's nationally known Human Potential Seminars, which along with “T-group training” initiated the personal development movement;
3) planning and implementing Kendall's first experimental January interim-term curriculum in 1970, where each instructor offered an intensive full-time four-week experimental course on the topic that most fascinated him/her;
4) conceiving, planning and hosting the college's Living Prophets Lecture Series, featuring Marshall McLuhan, R. Buckminister Fuller, Robert Theobald, Constantinos Doxiadis and Alan Watts. 

      1970-74: Director, The Center for Curriculum Design, Evanston, IL
This non-profit educational foundation was funded and maintained by a series of grants totaling       $250,000, from the family of a   student in my “Gestalt Ecology” class.  The Center provided consulting services on innovative, alternative teaching and learning methods and programs, to schools, colleges, and religious, professional, environmental, civic and governmental organizations. 
      Board of Directors of National Association for Environmental Education (1971-73)
I contributed to policy formation during the Association's founding period, and coordinated the planning and convening of its first 3-day annual conference in St. Louis (1973). 
      Chairman, Governing Council, Environmental Association of Illinois (1971-72) 
I facilitated formation of a statewide association of educators, public officials, businessmen and others concerned with environmental education in Illinois schools and media. 
      Steering Committee, Illinois Environmental Education Task Force, Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction (1972-73) 
I drafted "Networking" section of state Master Plan for Environmental Education, and assisted in drafting of other sections. 
      Director, Total Environment School-Community Workshops (1972-73) 
I planned and convened eight regional workshops on school-community approaches to environmental education, held in Evanston, Seattle, Oakland, Austin, Lincoln, Atlanta, Washington, DC, and at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. These workshops were funded by the Office of Environmental Education (HEW), and each brought together an average of 70 educators, students, public officials, and business/civic/professional leaders. 
      Co-Director, Earth Week Symposium, Madison, WI (1975) 
I shared overall responsibility for proposing, designing and convening one-day symposium, sponsored by Environment Wisconsin, and featuring over 40 members of the university, government, business/professional and religious communities of Madison. (Funded by Wisconsin Humanities Committee) 
      Co-Director, Energy Education Materials Inventory for FEA (1976) 
I was employed (January-July) by Energy and Man’s Environment, an educational foundation in Beaverton, OR. Under contract with the Federal Energy Administration, I assisted in conducting an energy education workshop, and shared responsibility for project design, research and publication of a five-volume comprehensive nationwide inventory of energy education materials in all media.
      Director, Center for Environment and Energy Education (1976​-1977)
I directed a state-wide environmental education program based at the University of Montevallo (AL), under a grant by the Office of Environmental Education to the Alabama Consortium for the Development of Higher Education at the University of Alabama, Tuscaloosa.  I supervised the development of information and instructional resources on Alabama’s environment, developed Environment/Energy curriculum materials library, and established a statewide environmental education network. I taught "Environment, Energy and Your Future" in the College of Education, University of Montevallo, and assisted with a "Wilderness Education" course at University of Alabama, Tuscaloosa.

      Consulting and Faculty/Staff Development (1966​-1977)
I conducted over 100 consultations or workshops in over thirty states and Canadian provinces, at private and public schools, junior colleges, colleges and universities, and for business, professional, governmental, civic, environmental and religious organizations. Subjects included: academic administration, audio-visual instruction, change agentry, conference planning and management , creative writing (including poetry & music), curriculum development (including audio-visual, simulation/gaming and music), developmental education, educational research, educational trends, environmental education, evaluation of instruction, futures education, humanistic education, improving student learning, individualizing instruction, learning methods and skills, life-style planning, organizational development, renewal and transformation, program development and implementation, project directorship, staff development, teacher training, team management, values clarification/attitude modification.  
 

Publications:
Books
      Co-editor with nine students, An Alternative Future for America: Essays and Speeches of Robert Theobald  (Chicago, Swallow Press, 1968). 
      Editor, An Alternative Future for America—1970  (Chicago, Swallow Press, 1970). 
      Co-editor, Can Man Care for the Earth? [An anthology of spiritual perspectives on the environment] (Nashville, Abingdon Press, 1971). 
      Author, You Are an Environment: Teaching/Learning Environmental Attitudes (Evanston, The Center for Curriculum Design, 1972). 
      Co-editor, Somewhere Else: a Living/Learning Catalog  (Chicago, Swallow Press, 1973)
      Co-editor, What Makes Education Environmental? (Louisville; Environmental Educators, Inc. & Data Courier, Inc., 1975). 
      Co-author, The Whole Earth Happens As You Do: The Balance of Lifekind (Madison, Environments for Learning, 1975). 
Editorial Phase (1977-85)  
Aspen, Co  (1977-78): 
I spent a year of self-renewal in Aspen as I awaited the inspiration for a new career.  While in Aspen, I involved myself in an eclectic assortment of community service activities and explored the vocational potentials of my non-academic talents of cooking and music.  

       Community Service
· Active member of the Aspen chapter of the National Women’s Organization 
· Chaplain’s Assistant, Aspen County Jail (unpaid) 
· Night watchman at Aspen Community church (unpaid, other than a place to sleep) 
As night watchman, I facilitated the apprehension of a notorious interstate church burglar, who I subsequently served in my jailhouse  chaplaincy. 
      Music (as “The Wondering Truebadour)” 
· Guitarist/vocalist in several area coffee houses. 
· House musician (piano) in three area restaurants 

· Pianist for ballet class at Aspen Community College 
· Pianist for production of the musical, Oliver 
      Food Preparation
· Weekly Christian Men’s breakfast.  (8 months) 
· Senior Meals on Wheels program.  (6 months) 
· Chef at the Longhorn Dragon Chinese Restaurant.  (4 months) 
Southern California (1978-83): 
In September of 1978, inspired by the previous year’s Thanksgiving weekend attendance at Denver’s Mile-Hi Church of Religious Science, I reactivated an earlier resolve to enter the ministry.  I enrolled in the United Church of Religious Science (UCRS) School of Ministry in Los Angeles.  While completing my studies on a part-time basis, I was diversely employed. 
· I joined the faculty of the UCRS School of Ministry (now Ernest Holmes Institute) in 1979 to teach courses in science, metaphysics, mysticism, philosophy, ethics and the history of New Thought.  I subsequently taught nearly two dozen classes at all of the School/Institute’s campuses (Los Angeles, Huntington Beach, San Jose, Denver, Seattle and Santa Rosa). 
· I was, during the first half of 1979, the final editor of a 4-volume, 20-unit high school curriculum module on cultural diversity, entitled Contemporary Problems of Social Justice, for the National Multilingual Multicultural Materials Development Center at California Polytechnic State University in Pomona. 
· For the remainder of 1979 I developed a training program for the sales team of the MemoWrite word-processing program (now non-existent), as a way of being paid to become skillful at personal computing.  
· In the autumn of 1979 I edited a directory of nearly 200 spiritual and New Age organizations that belonged to the Los Angeles-based International Cooperation Council. 
· In late 1979-early 1980 I scheduled and managed over 200 exhibitors in the first of the expositions that evolved into what later became known as the "Whole Life Expo." 
· From mid-1980 to early 1983 I was managing editor of Marilyn Ferguson’s Brain-Mind Bulletin. 
· From 1980-82 I assisted my wife, Rita, in her ministry of the Church of Religious Science in San Juan Capistrano, CA.  
Washington, DC area (1983-1985): 
From February-October of 1983 I was the editor of Barbara Marx Hubbard’s Book of Co-Creation.  For the remainder of 1983 through the Spring of 1985, I “ghost”-wrote the book, The Power of Commitment, which was published by Science of Mind Publications. 
Ministerial Phase (1985-)
Washington, DC area (1985-1992): 
Upon my completing The Power of Commitment in the Spring of 1985,  my wife and I co-founded the National Science of Mind Center (NSOMC) in Washington D.C. (now known as the Celebration Church of Religious Science, in Falls Church, VA), which we served through the summer of 1992.  In 1989 I became an ordained minister of Religious Science.  
· San Francisco area (1992- ):
In 1992 my wife and I resigned from the NSOMC and moved to Marin County, California, shortly after which we separated and divorced. 
· I served until 1995 as staff minister for educational outreach of the Golden Gate Center for Spiritual Living in Corte Madera, while also employing myself in freelance writing, editing and pulpit supply.  
· From 1992-93 I concluded the editing of Barbara Marx Hubbard’s book, Revelation: Our Crisis Is a Birth  and other forthcoming volumes in her massive commentary on the New Testament, The Book of Co-Creation. 

· In September, 1993 I was a member of the facilitation team for the World Parliament of Religions in Chicago, IL. 
· From 1993-1995 I was a reviewer of books for the Institute of Noetic Science’s quarterly Intelligent Guide, including an extensive review article assessing over 200 books on the subject of “Bridging Science and Spirit”. 
· In June, 1995 I became the minister of the Celebration of Life Church of Religious Science in San Carlos, CA, a member church of the United Church of Religious Science.  In February, 2000, this church was succeeded by the Church of Forgiveness and Life Celebration Center, an independent church of Religious Science associated with Affiliated New Thought Network, which I continue to serve. 
· Cyberspace Phase (1996- ):
Religious Science (1996): 
From 1996-2000 I and a business partner were providers of numerous Internet-related services, designing and hosting websites, coordinating and hosting chat conferences, managing e-mail forums (listservs) and developing Internetworking strategies and procedures for non-profit organizations. Under a tithe grant from the United Church of Religious Science and subsequent contract with its Home Office, I facilitated the design and maintenance of four websites: 
· Growth, Education and Ministries 

· Ministry of Prayer 

· Science of Mind Publications 

· Science of  Mind Foundation 

At the same time I developed “placemat” websites for nearly 150 UCRS member churches, managed two dozen e-mail forums (a.k.a. listservs) for various UCRS constituencies, supported and coordinated numerous SOM chat conferences, and facilitated the implementation of accredited online instruction in UCRS’s pre-practitioner courses. 
New Thought (1999- : 
In January, 1999, I turned my attention to serving the New Thought movement overall.  The online core of this ministry is the New Thought Network website, a gateway to all New Thought activity on the Internet.  The website features an exhaustive directory of New Thought churches, ministries, organizations and other New Thought related activities.. 
I also facilitated the online placement of the full texts of the original 1926 Science of Mind textbook as well as its gender-neutral version, and assisted in the successful online solicitation of several thousand dollars to print 5000 copies of the textbook’s new Russian edition. 
I am currently the chairperson of the International New Thought Association's Online Committee, and for nearly three years edited a quarterly column, “A Guide to New Thought on the Internet”, for New Thought magazine.  I am engaged in online networking with several hundred New Thought churches and their ministers, as well as several thousand of their congregants. 
Synergic Phase - Putting It All Together - (2000-36+)
I am living at a time when all of humankind, for the sake of its aspirations to greater well-being, must take the Buddha's prescription for translating good intention into action: “You cannot travel the path until you become the path.” Humankind's journey from the 20th to the 22nd century - if there is to be a 22nd century - is to become the path of forgiveness. 
I am whole-heartedly committed to consummating my own life's experience accordingly.
