HOLD MY HAND

Hold my hand,

walk with me through this land.

The journey’s much to grand

to stand alone.

So much to see,

so much to do and be,

too much for you and me

to leave undone.

Where we tend, 

our paths may always blend,

though never to depend,

or bend our flow.

And when we rest,

each sleeping will be blessed

by a gentleness expressed

next to our own.

Each day we rise

with new light in our eyes,

new life,  new love to prize,

new ties to bind.

And where we go

we will travel in the glow

of  the kindness that we know

and grow through time.
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Overview

Rev. Noel Frederick McInnis is a teacher, author, poet, editor, musician, songwriter, storyteller and humorist; an ordained minister of Religious Science; and Internet Minister-at-Large for the New Thought movement.

Rev. McInnis did his undergraduate work in journalism and graduate work in the intellectual history of the U. S., Europe and Russia.  Subsequently self-enlightened in the fields of general systems theory, organizational transformation, ecology, quantum-relativistic cosmology, holistic spirituality, transpersonal and spiritual psychology, consciousness studies, subtle energetics and other integral perspectives, he has applied his learning in a variety of academic, editorial and ministerial settings.  

From 1965-1977, while teaching at community college and university levels, and authoring or editing numerous articles, curriculum materials and several books, Rev. McInnis was immersed in academic administration, curriculum and instructional development, educational consulting for numerous state, federal and private organizations, and the management of a non-profit educational foundation that supported his role as a principal founder of the environmental education movement in North America. 

In 1977-78 Rev. McInnis enjoyed a year of self-renewal in Aspen, CO, alternating as chef and pianist in local restaurants while awaiting inspiration for a new career.  His discovery of Science of Mind philosophy while attending the Mile-Hi Church of Religious Science in Denver moved him to rekindle his teen-age intention to become a minister.

From 1979-96, in addition to ministerial studies and subsequent member church ministries, Rev. McInnis taught nearly two dozen classes on Science of Mind in relationship to science, mysticism, philosophy and ethics, at the various campuses of the UCRS school of ministry (now Ernest Holmes Institute).  He was also successively an editorial assistant and member of the editorial advisory board for Science of Mind Publications.  He facilitated the reprinting of Ernest Holmes’ Seminar Lectures and The Voice Celestial, and the Concordance to the Science of Mind textbook (verifying the accuracy of all 18,000+ entries in the latter). From 1989-1991 he authored a monthly Science of Mind magazine column, “The Perception of Wholeness”, and has since had several articles and interviews published in the magazine.  

From 1980-83 he was the managing editor of Marilyn Ferguson’s Brain/Mind Bulletin, tracking the metaphysical impact and implications of the neurosciences as well as of the emerging scientific cosmology.  From 1983-1993, he was the editor of Barbara Marx Hubbard’s massive Book of Co-Creation and its related publications.  

From 1985-92 Rev. McInnis and his wife, Rita, were the founding co-ministers of the National Science of Mind Center in Washington, D.C. (now the Celebration Center of Religious Science in Falls Church, VA.).  He became an ordained minister of Religious Science (UCRS) in 1989. 

Since moving to the San Francisco area in 1992, Rev. McInnis has provided a variety of Internet services to non-profit organizations that support the teaching and learning of holistic world views, especially those that are related to the New Thought movement.  Through his own website, New Thought Network (newthought.net),  and as chairperson of the INTA Online Committee, he maintains an Internet-based ministry to the New Thought movement overall.

Rev. McInnis is currently minister of the Church of Forgiveness in San Carlos, CA, and the Vice President for Communications, Publications and Networking of the Worldwide Forgiveness Alliance, on behalf of establishing International Forgiveness Day as a global holiday celebrated annually in each of the world’s 300+ nations and territories. 

Rev. McInnis is the survivor of two marriages, by the first of which he is the father of two grown children: daughter Holly, a United airline pilot; and son Scott, an anesthesiologist.  He is thriving in his third and perpetual marriage to Heidy Balazsy.
Academic Phase (1954-77)

Preparation

· A.A. in Liberal Arts, Kendall College, Evanston, IL (1956)

· B.S. in Journalism, Northwestern University, Evanston, IL (1958)

· M.A in U.S. & European History, Northwestern University (1962)

· Doctoral studies (a.b.d.) in U.S. & European History, Northwestern University (1961‑63)

Administration (Program Development and Implementation), 1958-77
· Director of Admissions, Kendall College, (1958-60)

· Chairman, Social Science Division, Kendall College, (1962‑67)

            Participated in curriculum and faculty development.

· Director of Educational Advancement [curriculum and instruction], Kendall College (1965‑1970)  [This position was informally designated – and known throughout the community college movement – as “Vice-President in Charge of Heresy.”]   

· Initiated a novel one-year course on the subject of self-dominion, entitled “Gestalt Ecology: Creating Your Own Space” (formally entitled “Technology and Civilization” to get curriculum committee approval).  This course explored the relationship between environments (natural, technological, social, cultural, linguistic, conceptual) and individual and collective human behavior, with an emphasis on the de-conditioning of self-limiting behavior patterns.  

· Facilitated innovative course development and instructional approaches throughout the College's curricular and extra‑curricular program.  This included 

1) creation of an audio‑visual department; 

2) participation with Jack Canfield and others (who were funded by Success Magazine founder W. Clement Stone) in creating the College's nationally known Human Potential Seminars, which along with “T-group training” initiated the personal development movement; 

3) planning and implementation of Kendall's first experimental January interim‑term curriculum in 1970, where each instructor offered an intensive full-time four-week experimental course on the topic that most fascinated him/her; 

4) conception, planning and hosting of the college’s Living Prophets Lecture Series, featuring Marshall McLuhan, R. Buckminister Fuller, Robert Theobald, Constantinos Doxiadis and Alan Watts.

· Director, The Center for Curriculum Design, Evanston, IL (1970‑74)

This non-profit educational foundation was funded and maintained by a series of grants totaling $250,000, from the family of a student in Rev. McInnis’ “Gestalt Ecology” class.  The Center provided consulting services on innovative, alternative teaching and learning methods and programs, to schools, colleges, and religious, professional, environmental, civic and governmental organizations. (Specific activities enumerated below.)  

· Board of Directors of National Ass'n for Environmental Education, 1971‑73

Contributed to policy formation during the Association's founding period; coordinated the planning and convening of its first 3‑day annual conference in St. Louis (1973).

· Chairman, Governing Council, Environmental Association of Illinois (1971‑72)

Facilitated formation of a statewide association of educators, public officials, businessmen and others concerned with environmental education in Illinois schools and media.

· Steering Committee, Illinois Environmental Education Task Force, Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction (1972‑73)

Drafted "Networking" section of state Master Plan for Environmental Education; assisted in drafting of other sections.

· Director, Total Environment School‑Community Workshops (1972‑73)

Planned and convened eight regional workshops on school‑community approaches to environmental education, held in Evanston, Seattle, Oakland, Austin, Lincoln, Atlanta, Washington, DC, and at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Workshops were funded by the Office of Environmental Education (HEW), and each brought together an average of 70 educators, students, public officials, and business/civic/professional leaders.

· Co‑Director, Earth Week Symposium, Madison, WI (1975)

Shared overall responsibility for proposing, designing and convening one‑day symposium, sponsored by Environment Wisconsin, and featuring over 40 members of the university, government, business/professional and religious communities of Madison. (Funded by Wisconsin Humanities Committee)

· Co‑Director, Energy Education Materials Inventory for FEA (1976)

Employed (January‑July) by Energy and Man’s Environment, an educational foundation in Portland, OR. Under contract with the Federal Energy Administration, assisted in energy education workshop, shared responsibility for project design, research and publication of a five‑volume comprehensive nationwide inventory of energy education materials in all media.

· Director, Center for Environment and Energy Education (1976​-1977)

Directed a state-wide environmental education program based at the University of Montevallo (AL), under a grant by the Office of Environmental Education to the Alabama Consortium for the Development of Higher Education at the University of Alabama, Tuscaloosa.  Supervised the development of information and instructional resources on Alabama’s environment.  Developed Environment/Energy curriculum materials library. Establishing statewide environmental education network. Taught "Environment, Energy and Your Future" in the College of Education, University of Montevallo; assisted with "Wilderness Education" course at University of Alabama, Tuscaloosa.

Consulting and Faculty/Staff Development (1966-77)
Conducted over 100 consultations or workshops in over thirty states and Canadian provinces, at private and public schools, junior colleges, colleges and universities, and for business, professional, governmental, civic, environmental and religious organizations. Subjects included: 

· academic administration

· audio‑visual instruction

· change agentry

· conference planning and management

· creative writing (including poetry & music)

· curriculum development (including audio‑visual, simulation/gaming and music)

· developmental education

· educational research

· educational trends

· environmental education

· evaluation of instruction

· futures education

· humanistic education

· improving student learning

· individualizing instruction

· learning methods and skills

· life‑style planning

· organizational development, renewal and transformation

· program development and implementation

· project directorship

· staff development

· teacher training

· team management

· values clarification/attitude modification

Specific consultations included:

· New Teaching Methods:

El Centro Junior College, Dallas, TX, October, 1967.

Spartanburg Junior College, Spartanburg, SC, August, 1968. 

Hesston Junior College, Hesston, KS, November, 1968. 

Program with Developing Institutions, Region IV Workshop, Jackson, MS, August 15‑16, 1969.

· Individualizing Instruction:
Anoka‑Ramsey Junior College, Coon Rapids, MN, September, 1969.

· Educational Trends
College Entrance Examination Board, Southern Regional Office, Atlanta, GA, October, 1969.

· Humanizing Curriculum and Instruction
Associated Students of Gonzaga University, Spokane, WA, October, 1969.

· Teaching More with Less
      Detroit Community College, Detroit, MI, April, 1970.

North Shore Community College, Beverly, MA, June, 1970.

· Developmental Education
Forest Park Community College, St. Louis, MO, May, 1970.

Somerset Community College, Somerset, KY, July, 1970.

Southeastern Junior College, Whiteville, NC, February, 1971.

· Environmental Education
School of Forestry, State University of New York, Syracuse, NY, April, 1971.

Board of Cooperative Educational Services, Yorktown Heights, NY, May, 1971.

Programs, seminars, workshops (1969-71)
· Co‑sponsor, with Spartanburg (SC) Junior College, of Methodist Junior College Workshop, Nashville, TN, June 16‑18, 1969.

· Field Leader, Aspen Seminar on Environmental Arts and Sciences, sponsored by Thorne Ecological Foundation, Boulder, CO, June 26‑July 2, 1969.

· Staff Member, Seminar for Master Teachers (junior college), Westbrook College, Portland, MN, August 17‑27, 1969 and annually thereafter through 1977. 

· Presiding Officer, Library‑College Associates Conference, Chicago, IL, November 6, 1969.

· Participant, "Humanizing Education Through Technology" conference sponsored by American Association for Engineering Education at Vanderbilt University, Nashville, TN, Jan. 25‑27, 1970.

· Coordinator, Forum on Humanizing Education, American Association of Community Colleges, Honolulu, HI, March 1‑6, 1970.

· Director, Spaceship Earth Curriculum Workshop, Conference on Population and Environment, Buck Hill Falls, PA, March 30‑April 2, 1970.

· Section Chairman, Workshop on Population/Environmental Education, First National Congress on Optimum Population and Environment, Chicago, IL, June 7‑11, 1970.

· Workshop Leader on Environmental Education, National Conference on Strategies for Environmental Control, American Association of Junior Leagues, Chicago, Il, October 27, 1970.

· Co‑director, Spaceship Earth Conference, University of Detroit, Detroit, MI, April 1‑3, 1971.

Memberships: commissions, task forces, etc., (1970-73).
· Curriculum Commission, American Association of Community Colleges, 1970‑73

· Task Force on General Systems Education, Society for General Systems Research, 1970

· Interim Board of Directors, National Association of Environmental Education, 1971

· Statewide Invitational Conference on Environmental Education to Draft a Proposal for the Development of a Master Plan for Environmental Education for the State of Illinois, Northern Illinois University, January 19‑21, 1971.

· Technical Advisory Committee, to Committee on New Institutions, Illinois State Board of Higher Education, March‑June, 1971.

Professional & organizational memberships

· American Association for the Advancement of Science

· American Association of Community Colleges

· American Humanist Association

· Association for the Study of Perception

· Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development, NEA

· Association of Humanistic Psychologists

· Creative Education Foundation

· Human Ecological Society

· Institute on Man and Science

· International Cooperation Council

· Society for General Systems Research

· World Future Society

Publications

BOOKS:

· Co‑editor with nine students, An Alternative Future for America: Essays and Speeches of Robert Theobald  (Chicago, Swallow Press, 1968).

· Editor, An Alternative Future for America—1970  (Chicago, Swallow Press, 1970).

· Co‑editor, Can Man Care for the Earth? [An anthology of spiritual perspectives on the environment] (Nashville, Abingdon Press, 1971).

· Author, You Are an Environment: Teaching/Learning Environmental Attitudes (Evanston, The Center for Curriculum Design, 1972).

· Co‑editor, Somewhere Else: a Living/Learning Catalog  (Chicago, Swallow Press, 1973).

· Co‑editor, What Makes Education Environmental? (Louisville; Environmental Educators, Inc. & Data Courier, Inc., 1975).

· Co‑author, The Whole Earth Happens As You Do: The Balance of Lifekind (Madison, Environments for Learning, 1975).

ANTHOLOGIES (included essays):

· “Gestalt Ecology: How Do We Create Our Space?" Julius Stulman and Ervin Laszlo, eds., Emergent Man: His Chances, Problems and Potentials (New York, Gordon and Breach, 1971).

· (With Robert Theobald) "A Certain Education for an Uncertain Time," in Roy P. Fairfield, ed., The Humanist Frontier (Englewood Cliffs, Prentice‑Hall, 1971).

NEWSLETTERS:

· Editor, What's Growing On in United Methodist Junior Colleges, a tri‑annual 6‑page report on innovations in 20 United Methodist Junior Colleges, 1971‑74.

ARTICLES: Educational Innovation

· "Students Are a Lot Like People," Junior College Journal, March, 1968, pp. 40‑44.

· "V. P. for Heresy Can Open Door to Innovation," College and University Business,  March, 1968, pp. 46‑50.

· "A Vice‑President in Charge of Heresy," in The Experimental Junior College, B. Lamar Johnson, ed., (UCLA, Junior College Leadership Program Occasional Report Number 12), January, 1968, pp. 45‑50.

· "A Plea for Damaged Children," in An Alternative Future for America: Essays and Speeches of Robert Theobald (Chicago, Swallow Press, 1968) pp. 165‑181.

· "Lamps to Be Lighted," MANAS, October 9, 1968 (MANAS Publishing Company, P. 0. Box 34112, El Sereno Station, Los Angeles, California 90032) , pp. 5, 8.

· "Vice‑President in Charge of Heresy: A Fresh Approach to Self‑Study," Library‑College Journal, Spring, 1969.

· "Cassettes: A Revolution Waiting to Happen," Educational Screen & Audio‑Visual Guide, March, 1969. Reprinted in Developing Junior Colleges Newsletter, #44, August 26, 1969.

· "Getting With Instructional Systems and Getting Instructional Systems With It," Educational Technology, April, 1969, pp. 40‑43.

· "On the Care and Nurture of Vice Presidents in Charge of Heresy," Educational Technology, May, 1969, pp. 60‑62.

· "Teaching More With Less," CHANGE, January‑February, 1971, pp. 49‑51.

ARTICLES:  Environmental Education

· "A Vision of Ekistics as a Comprehensive Anticipatory Behavioral Science," Ekistics: Reviews on the Problems and Science of Human Settlements, October, 1968, p. 367.

· "Gestalt Ecology: How Do We Create Our Space?", Fields Within Fields ... Within Fields: Methodology of the Creative Process, Vol. 2, #1 (World Institute Council, 77 U. N. Plaza, New York, NY 10017); and in The Journal on Human Ecology, Vol. 1, #1, March, 1970.

· "Getting With Spaceship Earth," The Journal on Human Ecology, Vol. 1, #4, December, 1970; and in Perspectives: A Journal of General and Liberal Studies, College of General Studies, Western Michigan University, Winter, 1971; 

"When is Education Environmental?", accepted June, 1971, for publication in The Journal of Environmental Education.

· "You Are An Environment," accepted July, 1971, for publication in Science Activities: The Teacher's Classroom Guide.

· "Exploring Spaceship Earth," accepted July, 1971, for publication in Science Activities: The Teacher's Classroom Guide.

FILM 

· Co‑scriptwriter/producer, With Such as These,  an 18-minute film on humanistic education produced by the Center for Curriculum Design, for pre‑ and in‑service teacher education.
VIDEOTAPES

· Co‑author of Ecosystems/Human Systems – A House Divided and Your School and Community – Getting Them Together, produced by WHA‑TV, Madison, WI, and broadcast throughout the state in September, 1974.

FILM STRIPS

· Co‑author, Earth’s Household and Ours: The Balance of Lifekind (Madison, WI, Audio‑visual Productions, 1976). Six filmstrips for middle school through adult education.
Editorial Phase (1977-85)
Aspen (1977-78):

 From 1977 to 1978 Rev. McInnis spent a year of self‑renewal in Aspen as he awaited the inspiration for a new career.  While in Aspen, he involved himself in an eclectic assortment of community service activities and explored the vocational potentials of his non-academic talents of cooking and music, while concluding his curriculum-writing and academic consulting commitments.  [His curriculum commitments included an environmental education curriculum unit for UNESCO in Paris, and the narratives for the series of environmental education filmstrips cited above.  Consulting commitments in Portland, OR and Portland, MN provided several thousand miles of opportunity to satisfy an unfulfilled romance with hitch-hiking.]

