Being a Beneficial Presence
The terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001 were a defining moment for every human being on the planet. There being both a potential Hitler and a potential Mother Teresa in each one of us, it is now incumbent in each of us mindfully to choose which of these potentials s/he is most here as a witness.

I am challenged to be a forgiving person in a non-forgiving world, where unforgiveness is treasured as a virtue of the strong, while forgiveness is deemed to be a vice of the weak. Yet unforgiveness is mere resistance to forgiveness, not its opposite. The willful urge to harm those who have wronged me is the opposite of forgiveness, just as indifference, rather than resistant hate, is the opposite of love. Accordingly, how I know I have forgiven someone is that s/he has harmless passage in my mind.
I grieve for all persons who are now living with the consequences of the urge to harm our adversaries that presently prevails in the United States as the moral equivalent of what General Douglas McArthur once called a “no-win” policy.
Non-forgiveness is the mother of all no-win courses of action. Forgiveness is considered by many to be evil in a terrorized non-forgiving world. Yet evil and loss can abound only where all concerned are non-forgivingly committed to acting at cross-purposes with one another. 
If the world were merely unforgiving, the movement from conflict (win-lose) to co-operation (all-win) would be considered both feasible and reasonable, and goodness and plenty would instead abound.  Co-operation is the quintessence of all forgiveness. True justice prevails only where there is commitment to co-operation – to working together – in preservation of the common ground that sustains the mutual interests of all concerned.
The time is at hand for the world to honor the only valuable purpose that terrorism and terrorists may serve: calling us to clarify and define both the what and how of who we most truly are. I am choosing to define the what and how of my own being as follows:
· I am here to be a beneficial presence to all concerned, to be more than a further extension of humankind’s inhumanities to other human kindred. 

· I am here to be a beneficial presence to all concerned, to be more than a reactionary impulse that creates me in the image of those whose own impulses I outwardly discredit. 

· I am here to be a beneficial presence to all concerned, to be more than an instrument of the either/or retaliatory worldview that feeds the cycle of mutual vengeance and re-vengeance. 

· I am here to be a beneficial presence to all concerned, to be more than an agent of those whose purpose is to shape, direct, instruct or otherwise conform me to their own objectives.
· I am here to be a beneficial presence to all concerned, to be more than a mere defender of the things that I possess, of the thoughts that I profess, and of the feelings that I express. 

· I am here to be a beneficial presence to all concerned, to be more than an expression of self-defeating teachings, preachments and ideologies, of outworn trends and fashions, of conventional wisdoms handed down, of yesterday’s reasons handed over, and of momentary meanings that last only for a season. 

Although I sometimes witness to many of the things that I know myself to be more than, my truest witness prevails when I forgive and release myself from whatever obscures the truth to which my inmost being testifies: 
I am here to be a beneficial presence to all concerned. 
And just how may I best witness to my beneficial presence? By consistently living in that question, rather than by any final answer.   
Written by Noel Frederick McInnis, on September 13, 2001, with subsequent slight modifications.
