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 For Heidy, my wife, co-seeker and magnificent other,

whose beneficial presence magnifies my soul

A good marriage is like a never-ending conversation that is always too short.

–Andre Malraux
No other person has ever heard me as clearly as you do. There is so much about myself that I would not yet know had you not in pregnant silence lovingly listened it forth by hearing me further into my space of self-forgiveness. 

I am likewise grateful to you for not being nearly as taken in by some of my outbursts of self-congratulation as I on occasion tend to be. 
For the Forgiveness First Initiative, whose advent magnifies all souls

http://www.choosingforgiveness.org/ffi.htm

The Forgiveness First Initiative is an incipient global network of persons who are willing to make the release of all grievances their top priority.

For International Forgiveness Day, whose observance magnifies Earth’s soul

http://www.forgivenessday.org
Four decades ago humankind adopted its first global spiritual icon, the image of the Whole Earth, which symbolizes the common ground of unity and oneness that transcends all religious, ethnic, political, social, economic, conceptual and other organizational and cultural structures presently dividing us. Thus far, the image of our planet is the sole such symbol of wholeness – diversity united in co-operation – with which every human being can easily and readily identify.

It is now time to establish an annual global holiday that likewise signifies the transcendence of all division by encouraging the same universality and wholeness of spirit represented in the Whole Earth image. A worldwide honoring of the healing power of forgiveness is an annual holiday whose fullness of time is at hand, to evoke in humankind’s collective consciousness a willingness to resolve the grievances that fragment our societies and environments. 

Such willingness is susceptible to mobilization and actualization on a global scale. Hence the prime directive of the Worldwide Forgiveness Alliance: the establishment of International Forgiveness Day, as designed by its celebrants locally, regionally, nationally and internationally with supportive Internetworking activities, to be observed annually and globally in each of the world’s 300 nations and territories on the first Sunday in August of each year.

Because most political leaders see themselves as the custodians of their constituency's grievances, humankind's increasing receptivity to forgiveness must become plainly evident as the direction in which their constituencies are moving. The originators of the International Forgiveness Day initiative are convinced that as millions of individuals and groups begin to observe this holiday annually and worldwide, our national and international leaders will be persuaded to make it the world's first official global holiday. 

We envision a global parade of forgiveness that inspires leaders everywhere to get in front of it.

For the world’s heroes of forgiveness, whose grace magnifies humankind’s soul

Many people from around the world have courageously and graciously forgiven others. They have found a place in their hearts to forgive. They have forgiven people in situations which most of us would consider unforgivable. They have forgiven the murderers of their own children and parents. They have forgiven a race of people or individuals that have oppressed them and abused them. They have forgiven fathers and mothers who have neglected and abandoned them. They have forgiven co-workers and friends who have betrayed them. They have forgiven spouses who were unfaithful to them. They have forgiven all manner of persons who have betrayed and/or tormented them, and have forgiven themselves for betraying and tormenting others. 
These people have come to terms with the past, and have given up the pretense that they can change the past.  

These people are our heroes.  They have the strength, the courage, the generosity and the grace to forgive. And through their journey of forgiveness, they have transformed the home within their hearts, a home that is warm, secure, loving, gentle and peaceful. 

-Emmie Tse
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*We are all students at M.S.U. – making stuff up.
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The report presented in this book is not just about forgiveness, it is also about what forgiveness itself is about: self-accountability, self-responsibility, and authenticity of being. It is therefore a personal statement concerning a life that its author has intimately examined from a self-forgiving perspective, namely, the life that he is living.
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