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Over 2,000 persons will gather on September 24 at the Oregon Convention Center in Portland to acquaint themselves with practices and programs for non-adversarial advocacy of personal and planetary well-being, peace, and environmental integrity, at a conference entitled “Piecing Together a Better World”.
Conventional advocacy focuses attention and energy on what it is against rather than on what it is for and thus reacts to conflict by increasing it. In contrast to such procedure, the conference will feature strategies of advocacy that generate support for a cause without reinforcing its opposite’s persistence via tactics of resistance. 
Strategies of collaborative advocacy that are simultaneously supportive of multiple causes will also be explored at the conference. In preparation for this exploration, an essay contest on “Collaborative Alternatives to Adversarial Advocacy: Being for Something and Against Nothing” is also being held.  The top 10 essays will be published.
Free conference admission, contest entry, and other benefits are granted to all persons who enroll as Associates in its sponsoring organization, the Global Brain Empowerment Network (GBEN). Conference co-sponsorships are limited to organizations that share the Network’s commitment to collaborative, non-adversarial advocacy. 

Conference enrollment is processed online, and via hundreds of pre-conference briefings that feature Peter Russell's video, The Global Brain, and which are being scheduled by request throughout the Pacific Northwest. Persons outside the Portland area who enroll as GBEN Associates may receive a free copy of the video and instructions on how to conduct a briefing. 

DVD’s of the conference will also be sent free of charge to GBEN Associates who are unable to attend. 

The conference’s format will be interactive, featuring dialog among and with its keynote consultants, which include Peter Russell, author of The Global Brain Awakens; Duane Elgin, author of Voluntary Simplicity; Donna Zajonc, author of The Politics of Hope; and David Spangler, author of the recent essays, “Inner Citizenship” and “Engaging the Soul of America”. Breakout sessions will feature practices and programs for personal to planetary transformation.
It is GBEN's intention to export the conference theme and model globally, having already identified potential sponsors of similar conferences in Canada, Japan, Australia, Ireland, and the Ukraine.

An ever-growing body of information on the conference, its philosophy of activism, its program, and its consultants is at www.gbenetwork.com.
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