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Keynote Consultant Biographies
Duane Elgin is an author, speaker, and activist for media accountability. His books include: Promise Ahead: A Vision of Hope and Action for Humanity’s Future, Voluntary Simplicity: Toward a Way of Life that is Outwardly Simple, Inwardly Rich, and Awakening Earth: Exploring the Evolution of Human Culture and Consciousness. 

He is passionate about exploring: 1) the big picture of the human journey as the world approaches a pivot in history, 2) voluntary simplicity and sustainable ways of living; 3) transforming the conversation and consciousness of democracy by transforming mass media; and 4) the unifying vision emerging from science and spirituality that sees ourselves as living in a living universe.
As a citizen-activist, since 1981 he has co-founded three non-profit organizations working for media accountability and an empowered democracy (see the www.ourmediavoice.com website).

He was formerly a senior social scientist at the think-tank, SRI International in California where he co-authored numerous studies on the long-range future.  Prior to SRI, he worked in the early 1970s as a senior staff member for the Presidential Commission on the American Future.  He has an MBA from the Wharton Business School and an MA in economic history from the University of Pennsylvania.
*************

Peter Russell, M.A., D.C.S., is the author of ten books and producer of two award winning videos. He has degrees in theoretical physics, experimental psychology, and computer science from the University of Cambridge, England. In India, he studied meditation and Eastern philosophy, and on his return took up research into the psychophysiology of meditation at the University of Bristol. 

His work integrates Eastern and Western understandings of the mind, exploring their relevance to the world today and to humanity's future. He believes that the crisis humanity is facing is, at its root, a crisis of consciousness, and that only through a profound shift in thinking will we be able to navigate our way safely through these turbulent times.

He was one of the first people to introduce human potential seminars into the corporate field, and for twenty years worked with major corporations taking leading edge ideas in the field of personal transformation and presenting them in formats appropriate to business concerns.  

His books include The Global Brain, Waking Up in Time, and most recently From Science to God.  Currently he is producing a film on the awakening of Buddha.

*************

David Spangler is a philosopher, writer, and educator in incarnational spirituality, which is the integration of spiritual values, energy and presence into everyday life. He is presently both executive and educational director of the Lorian Association, which is dedicated to the planetary infusion of incarnational spirituality.
Initially best known for his work as co-director and spokesperson for the Findhorn Community in northern Scotland, Spangler  has lectured widely on spiritual philosophy, personal development, futures studies, and community development, and is the author of A Pilgrim in Aquarius, Explorations:  Emerging Aspects of the New Culture, Everyday Miracles, and many other books as well as of numerous articles.
Spangler's contributions to piecing together a better world include his perspectives on Inner Citizenship and Engaging the Soul of America.

*************

Donna Zajonc observes, “To many, the political world in which we find ourselves may seem as disillusioning as it is ineffective. Add political shrillness, defensiveness, and the age-old blueprint that many politicians care most about their next election, and no wonder citizens are asking, why bother?”

Donna believes that we must indeed bother, both for the sake of the planet and our own survival. Her perspective is grounded in real-life political experience. She first entered public service in 1978 at the age of 28 when she was elected to serve in the Oregon House of Representatives. There she served three terms becoming a touchstone of controversy, not so much because she sponsored medical-use marijuana legislation and tough drunk-driving legislation, as because she gave birth to her first child 10 days before her second term legislative session while choosing to continue actively pursuing her job.  

She also was her party’s nominee for Secretary of State, a gubernatorial campaign manager, business owner, nurse, mental health advocate, keynote speaker and seminar leader. She has personally faced her own decade-long disillusionment with politics, and renewed her faith in the nobility of elected service and challenges us to do the same.

Donna recently traveled to Tunis, Tunisia where she co-led a seminar to encourage Islamic women to become more involved in their government. 

Her new book, The Politics of Hope: Reviving the Dream of Democracy, is a primer on the current state of our political reality and a powerful tool for those who wish to shake it up.  "The central questions I raise in my book are: ‘How can we live our principles in a way that helps create globally beneficial political policy?’ and ‘How can we transform our political system for the sake of generations to come?’”
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