	 Piecing Together
	[image: image1.jpg]



	 a  Better  World



Sponsored by the Global Brain Empowerment Network

September 24, 2005, 9 a.m. – 9 p.m. 

Oregon Convention Center
The power and practice of collaborative, non-adversarial advocacy

Over 2,000 persons will gather on September 24 at the Oregon Convention Center in Portland, to engage in practices and programs that collaboratively and non-adversarially promote well-being (personal, social, and economic), peace, and environmental integrity.
Adversarial advocacy focuses on what it is against rather than on what it is for, thereby escalating (or at best repressing) conflict, via the principle that “What you resist persists.” Like an opposing wall of an A-frame building, adversarial advocacy holds in place what it presumes to oppose. For example, when peace advocates focus their energy on resisting war rather than on promoting greater harmony, they instead assure even greater disharmony. This is at least in part why humanity wins only wars, and has not yet won any peace other than intermittent seasons of warfare's absence.
The conference will present 
· non-adversarial strategies that empower their intended result rather than what they oppose;

· collaborative strategies that advance multiple causes, like a rising tide that lifts all boats. 
Supporting this exploration is an international essay contest on the theme of “Advocacy without Attack: Can Societal Change Be Accomplished Non-Adversarially?” (See reverse side). 
The conference’s interactive format will feature dialog with its keynote consultants, which include Peter Russell, author of The Global Brain Awakens; Duane Elgin, author of Voluntary Simplicity; Donna Zajonc, author of The Politics of Hope; and David Spangler, author of the recent essays, “Inner Citizenship” and “Engaging the Soul of America”. Demonstration sessions will feature collaborative, non-adversarial practices, projects, and programs in which conference participants may become involved.
Free conference admission, contest entry, and other benefits are granted to all persons who enroll as lifetime Associates in the sponsoring organization, the Global Brain Empowerment Network (GBEN). Enrollment (a one-time fee of $36) is processed via the attached flyer, as well as online and during pre-conference overviews that feature Peter Russell's video, The Global Brain. Overviews are scheduled by request throughout the Pacific Northwest. GBEN Associates outside the Portland area may request a free copy of the video and instructions on how to conduct an overview.
Ten percent of all conference income is tithed to the preservation of the Amazon rain forest.
GBEN Associates worldwide, or who are otherwise unable to attend the conference, may request a free DVD of its opening program.
Conference co-sponsorships are limited to individuals and organizations that share the Network’s commitment to collaborative, non-adversarial advocacy.

A growing body of information on the conference’s perspectives, program, and featured consultants is at www.gbenetwork.com.
Noel Frederick McInnis, a co-founder of the environmental education movement in the 1970’s, managing editor of Marilyn Ferguson’s Brain/Mind Bulletin from 1980-1983, and editor of Barbara Marx Hubbard’s Book of Co-Creation, is the principal co-facilitator and webmaster of GBEN. E-mail: noelmcinnis@gbenetwork.com.
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