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Sponsored by the Global Brain Empowerment Network

September 24, 2005, 9 a.m. – 9 p.m. ~ Oregon Convention Center
THE PURPOSE OF OUR CONFERENCE:

Awaking from Our Adversarial Trance
You never change things by fighting the existing reality.

To change something, build a new model that makes the existing model obsolete.
-R. Buckminster Fuller
CHALLENGE: Virtually all advocates of change pursue one of three inter-related transformational objectives: greater well-being (individual, social, and economic), peace, and environmental integrity. These objectives are so intertwined that none can be realized by itself. There can be no peace in the absence of well-being and environmental integrity, nor can well-being or environmental integrity be realized in the absence of either of the other two. Pursuing any of these objectives in isolation tends to diffuse rather than consolidate the overall energy devoted to these quests.
Accordingly, what Benjamin Franklin said of the American colonies may now be said of our three transformational advocacies: they will either hang together, or be hung separately.
The nemesis of collaboration is adversarial advocacy, whose energy is focused on what it is against rather than on what it is for. Like an opposing wall of an A-frame building, adversarial advocacy holds in place what it opposes via the principle that “What you resist persists.” 

Rather than reduce or eliminate conflict, adversarial advocacy at best leads to its repression (and only for a season), and at worst – and most often – increases conflict. In the U.S., for example, adversarial advocacy continues to escalate the “culture war” of red-state vs. blue-state politics. 
Neither well-being, peace, nor environmental integrity is obtainable via advocacy that engages conflict by generating further conflict. What is instead required is a commitment to collaborative, non-adversarial advocacy that unifies us in co-operative advancement of all our quests, in the manner of a rising tide that lifts all boats. Only as we proceed by being for something rather than against its opposite are we empowered to engage in advocacy that collaboratively unifies rather than conflictively dissociates us.
RESPONSE: The purpose of our conference, Piecing Together a Better World, is to experience and generate strategies and models of collaborative advocacy with which to replace our present adversarial tactics. Accordingly, the conference will feature persons, practices, projects, and programs that favor co-operative advocacy, for it is only from this perspective that we may peacefully bring forth a better world.
The most co-operative model of collective collaboration is the ecology of living systems, the kindom of all that lives. Lifekind’s kindom is the most co-operative model of mutuality in the entire universe, and is presently known to exist only on Earth. And as the only species that knows this to be so, we have an awesome capability and response-ability: the capability to learn how life's collaborative dynamics work, and the response-ability to emulate such co-operation in making more workable our own participation in lifekind’s kindom. For those of us who would piece together a better world, the fullness of time is at hand to emulate lifekind’s kindom, and to do so as its enlightened global brain. 
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