The Global Brain Metaphor
As hypothesized in Peter Russell’s book,
The Global Brain,
10 billion atoms = 1 living cell,
10 billion cells = 1 human brain,
and possibly, therefore,
10 billion human brains = 1 global brain.
This metaphor is also presented in Ken Carey’s book, The Third Millennium:
The field of collective human consciousness is now entering the final stages of its awakening process . . . as the organ of consciousness - similar in function to a brain - of a single planetary being, a being with internal organs of oceans, forests, ecosystems and atmosphere.  The human species is its system for processing information and directing its future development. 
More scientifically, we may hypothesize that human consciousness is evolution's way of learning how to discern and give mindful direction to itself, and that all of us therefore are potential conscious evolutionaries.
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We invite persons of all ages to collaborate in the activation of our evolutionary potentials by unifying our presently diverse initiatives for local and global well-being, peace, and environmental integrity.  
Representatives of all public interest groups, businesses, professional associations, governing bodies, the media, transformational networks, and other organizations are urged to participate in our September conference.
Additional conscious evolutionary perspectives: 

www.gbenetwork.com/gbmetaphor.htm.
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