The Big Question is: How do we transform ourselves to change the world? -Ken Wilber 

What does it mean to be an associate?

What distinguishes Earth from all other known planets in the universe is the presence of lifekind. 
An emerging planetary culture
Cease doing what doesn’t work
Using what we don’t want as a means of getting what ywe do want – the end that we accomplish is the means that we employ.

Abandon Greek metaphor of thought being potentially like mathematics in its precision.
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February 2, 2005

Dear Silver Sages,

Many of you attended the Global Brain video presentation at our November meeting, which entitles you to enroll in the network of persons who are making possible the conference described on the accompanying flyer. brochure.

Waking Up As Time
Waking up in time as time.
The Impulse to Become
We are all part of a deep-time developmental process. And the discovery of this evolutionary context that is the nature of the manifest realm is very different than the profound recognition of the formless, spaceless, unmanifest realm beyond time. When a human being awakens to the fact that they are part of this fourteen-billion-year process, and begins to understand that their own burgeoning awareness of that fact is the universe awakening to itself, that moment is as significant as, if not more significant than, the direct experiential recognition of timelessness. 

When the urge to evolve begins to become conscious of itself, as the spiritual aspiration to awaken, there is a directionality in this impulse toward an ever-higher level of development. When a human being awakens to this impulse, and simultaneously discovers a profound sense of responsibility and care, not only for themselves but for the evolutionary process itself, if they let go absolutely, their response to life becomes a pure expression of the First Cause or the God impulse—the impulse to become.


Andrew Cohen
December 2004

Global Brain Empowerment Conference
Objectives
PRIMARY CONFERENCE OBJECTIVE:

To empower the emergence of global consciousness by encouraging participants to adopt existing practices – and to create additional ones – that facilitate healing at every levels:

· Individual healing 
· Communal (group) healing
· Community healing

· Regional healing

· National healing 
· International healing (tsunami response)
· Human species healing 
· Planetary healing
SECONDARY CONFERENCE OBJECTIVES:

to cross-catalyze and synergize the activities of groups whose present programs are in alignment with the primary conference objective, while attracting and empowering other persons in the general public who are susceptible to such alignment.
GBEN Conference will serve planetary wholeness by:

1.  Provide individuals the focus, motivation and resources needed to put their good intentions to work.

2.  Serving to further connect isolated cells of networks already involved in this planetary causes.

3.  Providing a visible platform and nexus for further awakening in the Northwest.

4.  Bringing greater awareness of the objectives, resources, and opportunities for involvement to mainstream attention.

 Connect --Join the newly configuring Global brain empowerment network for individuals and organizations committed to holistic, non-adversarial, collaborative practices and programs that support inner and global peace and environmental integrity.

Come Together--Gather with 2000 or more members of the GBEN on the weekend of September 23-25, 2005 at the Oregon Convention Center for the first Global Brain Empowerment Conference featuring interactive sharing of the practices which are moving us through the present crisis of human evolution to a sustainable, co-creative future. 

Conference consultants include Peter Russell, author of The Global Brain, Barbara Marx Hubbard, author of Revelation: Our Crisis is a Birth, and Duane Elgin, author of….. Breakout sessions will focus on practices and programs involved in “healing selves and humankind, lifekind and the planet.”

This exciting conference is designed to link the energy and experience of the many creative, committed groups and persons in the Portland-Vancouver area and beyond who are answering the call of personal and planetary transformation. 

Here’s how to join:  (add the facts here)

Global Brain Empowerment Conference:
Its Assumptive Frame of Reference
Nature appears to consist of things,
of stuff we call matter,
but more correctly may be said
to consist of patterns of energy....

At the quantum level
nature miraculously springs into being
as a set of mere probabilities
and upward from these elaborates itself
into ever more complex intersections
or relationships of relationships....

Where patterns live -
and here on Earth is so far
the only known dwelling place of living patterns,
which we call biological organisms -
they reach out tropistically,
ever-evolving,
to become something else,
arguably something higher or better.
-Home From Nowhere, p. 82
[W]e could now be living through the most dramatic and crucial period of human history: the progressive integration of human minds into a single living system - a global brain.

We do not have to look far to see that humanity today is also on the brink of disaster. Paradoxically, the very same technological. scientific, and social advances that have pushed us so far forward may also contain the seeds of our demise. We appear to be wavering precariously between two mutually exclusive directions: breaking through to become a global superorganism or breaking down into chaos and possible extinction.

Clearly, given the choice, most people would not opt consciously for catastrophe. Nevertheless, as a group we seem to be drifting in that direction. Unable to fathom the complexity of the society we have become, we seem powerless to steer it in the direction we would want it to go. Why is this? Why are we not more like the organism we have the potential to be? (pp. 161-62)
Assumption # 1: Planet Earth is presently dis-eased.
Living systems tend toward the constant preservation of their vitality as whole systems in the face of ongoing counter-tendencies toward dis-ease.

The dynamic(s) of their tendency toward wholeness is called "healing".

Healing (the maintenance and restoration of wholeness) takes place either as a  self-sustaining steady state, as a regression toward collapse and dissolution into a less complex pre-existing wholeness state, or as a progression toward resolution as a novel wholeness state of even greater complexity.
Assumption # 2: Our planet is in the process of healing itself.

Earth is presently healing itself from the dis-ease of humankind's globally discordant presence.
Assumption #3: We can mindfully empower the planet's healing process.
Instead of contributing to Earth’s growing dis-ease, via our perception of its “brokenness” and our endeavoring to “fix” it, we instead can mindfully empower Earth’s facility to restore its integrity at a new level of complexity, and do so by actively cultivating wholeness and mindful evolution.

We can facilitate Earth’s restoration (via further emergence) of wholeness by mindfully empowering the evolutionary shift to a Global Brain at several levels of healing:
· Individual healing
· Communal (group) healing
· Community healing

· Regional healing

· National healing

· International healing

· Human species healing
· Planetary healing
Eight levels of neurological response.
Accordingly, there could be eight break-out Global Brain empowerment sessions for each of the levels of healing work to which individual conference participants feel most drawn.
According to what scientists call "the anthropic principle," the universe was programmed from its origin, like the emergence of a plant from a seed, to evolve some form of self-observing intelligence. It is as if the very cosmos itself, already preconscious in the beginning, were destined to obey Socrates' commandment to "Know thyself."

Set in motion by a presumed "big bang" some 12-20 billion years ago, the cosmic process evolved stars whose own explosions—nova's and super-nova's—proliferated the stardust that would eventually coalesce into the planet Earth. Earth's solid crust then eroded into dirt, and the dirt evolved into us—stardust become aware of itself—so that the process by which all of this happened could awaken to the nature of its own existence, and assume conscious direction of its further course.  

The anthropic perspective is clearly metaphysical. As scientist George Wald once put it, "Matter has reached the point of beginning to know itself. . . . [Man is] a star's way of knowing about stars." Thus are we human beings, who embody the cosmic program for self-knowingness, now coming into conscious, co-creative partnership with the evolutionary process from which we have emerged. 

According to the worldview of conscious evolution, it is consciousness itself that is evolving, and its evolution is now assuming, through and as us, wakeful self-determination of its own destiny.  This worldview is congruent with the aborning scientific viewpoint that the universe issues from mind and consciousness rather than the other way around.  From the perspective of conscious evolution, it is the material universe that emerges from the prior existence of a cosmic designing intelligence, an intelligence that is interior to all of its expressions.  (Coswhole)
In the process of connecting everything to everything, computers elevate the power of the small player. Instead of enforcing uniformity, they promote heterogeneity and autonomy. Instead of sucking the soul from human bodies, turning computer-users into an army of dull clones, networked computers — by reflecting the networked nature of our own brains and bodies — encourage the humanism of their users. Because they have taken on the flexibility, adaptability, and self-connecting governance of organic systems, we become more human, not less so, when we use them. -Kevin Kelly
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INDIGO VENUES
New Thought Ministries of Oregon                                             500
9600 SW Beaverton Hillsdale Hwy
Beaverton, OR
Contact: Celeste Kennedy
503-296-9922 x102
www.ntmo.org
Whole Life Church/Unity of Beaverton                                      100
12650 SW 5th St
Beaverton, OR
Debra Weidner (WLC) - 360-833-4692
debra.weidner@comcast.net
Marilyn (at Unity) - 503-646-3364
marilyn@unityofbeaverton.org
www.thewholelifechurch.org
www.unityofbeaverton.org
Celebration Church at the World Forestry Center                    150
(by the Oregon Zoo)
Portland, OR
Contact: Ron Horton
503-705-5832
ronhorton21@msn.com
www.celebrationchurch-portland.com
Portland Center for Spiritual Awareness
3983 NE 112th
Portland, OR
Contact: Cheri Smith
cheri_indigo@yahoo.com
Rev Lynn Johnson
mail@portlandcenterfor
spiritualawareness.org
www.portlandcenterfor
spiritualawareness.org
McMinnville:
Third Street Pizza Company
Moon Light Theater
433 NE Third Street
McMinnville, OR
Contact: Inga Gelford
971-237-3397
igelford@viclink.com
Vancouver:  Abundant Life - Sold Out                                            150
Friends of Mary                                                                                150
I envision the Global Brain logo as a line drawing of Earth as a 3-D jigsaw puzzle, with a few missing pieces from its top floating nearby. A portion of North and South America will be showing on the right side of the globe, with portions of Asia showing on the left. 

