The Global Brain Metaphor
It takes about 10 billion atoms to form a complex living cell, then 10 billion cells to form a complex self-conscious brain. As we approach the same number of human brains now rapidly interlinking via global electronic networks, this could represent a similar clumping of the nerve cells of an emerging global brain. -Peter Russell
The Global Brain metaphor has also been cited by author Ken Carey (paraphrased):
The field of collective human consciousness is now entering the final stages of its awakening process, as the organ of consciousness - similar in function to a brain - of a single planetary being, a being with internal organs of oceans, forests, ecosystems and atmosphere.  The human species is an emerging global brain, both for processing all planetary information and for directing Earth’s future development. 
It is not necessary to take the Global Brain metaphor literally in order to recognize that our species is Earth’s way of discerning how best to further advance its billion-years-old agenda: sustaining the local and planetary well-being of the kindom of lifekind overall, rather than benefiting humankind at the expense of life’s kindom.
The Global Brain Empowerment Conference invites the participation of all persons, groups, businesses, governing agencies, and other organizations and networks that are willing to form collaborative communities of shared intention, whose central objective  is the preservation and enhancement of the local and planetary well-being of all concerned.
Additional Global Brain perspectives are at

www.gbenetwork.us.com/gbmetaphor.htm.
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