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INTERNATIONAL ESSAY CONTEST

Advocacy without Attack
Can Societal Change Be Accomplished Non-Adversarially?
It would be wonderful indeed if a group of persons should arrive on earth who were for something and against nothing. This would be the summum bonum of human organization, wouldn't it? –Ernest Holmes
On behalf of Piecing Together a Better World, citizens of all ages and countries are invited to submit an essay that addresses the feasibility of collaborative, non-adversarial advocacy.  
Dualistic logic suggests that being for something automatically pits us against its polar opposite. Such either/or logic sustains the common belief that combating what we dislike is the most effective way to accomplish what we favor. Alternatively, holistic (both/and) logic instead suggests that polar opposites are the non-combative ends of a co-operative continuum which, like the poles of a magnet, mutually complement rather than exclude each other.

Insofar as dualistic logic governs our behavior, we tend to invest our attention and expend our energy in reactive opposition to what we dislike rather than in proactive accomplishment of what we favor. Hence the question posed for our essay contestants: "Can societal change be accomplished non-adversarially?” 
Essays are to be no longer than 2,500 words in length, and their submission in triplicate is to be postmarked no later than midnight, November 15, 2005. The ten essays judged most insightful will be published in support of our 2006 conference, Winning Peace Instead of Winning Wars. The panel of contest judges will be announced in mid-June.
Complete essay-writing guidelines are posted at www.gbenetwork.com/contest.htm. 

We urge all persons who intend to submit an essay to immediately notify the contest’s sponsor (addresses below), so that we can assess in advance the demand on judges’ time.
There is no contest entrance fee for persons who enroll as GBEN Associates for a single lifetime fee of $36, for which they also receive free admission to September’s Better World conference as part of their preparation for writing the essay or, if they cannot attend, a free DVD of the conference’s opening program. Otherwise the entrance fee, payable to GBEN, is $18 for students of all ages and persons under 18 or over 65, and $27 for all others.
The enrollment procedure is online at www.gbenetwork.com/contest.htm.
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