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	 a  Better  World



Sponsored by the Global Brain Empowerment Network

September 24, 2005, 9 a.m. – 9 p.m. 

Oregon Convention Center
June 3, 2005

Dear Ms. Le Guin,

In conjunction with the above conference, which will introduce participants to the power and practice of collaborative, non-adversarial advocacy, and whose theme is “Awaking from Our Adversarial Trance”, we are also conducting a related essay contest whose theme is “Advocacy without Attack: Being for Something and Against Nothing”. 
We would like you to be one of the three finalist judges of the essays submitted.
A description of the contest is enclosed, along with the conference overview and purpose statements and a related article. Full contest guidelines are at http://www.gbenetwork.com/guidelines.htm.

We have local Barnes & Noble sponsorship of the contest, and are endeavoring to get B&N to sponsor it nationally by featuring a special table in each store where recommended reading material for essay contestants is displayed, along with contest enrollment forms.

Donna Zajonc, author of The Politics of Hope and a featured conference consultant, has agreed to be a contest judge, and we are also making this request of Craig Hamilton, managing editor of What Is Enlightenment magazine.

All contest entries will be initially screened by a panel of three judges, who will filter out all submissions not deemed by them to be “extraordinary”.  Only entries that receive unanimous “extraordinary” designations will be forwarded to the three finalist judges, who will exercise the same assessment process. With the possible exception of the final selection of ten winners to be chosen from essays that receive the second round of unanimous “extraordinary” designations, the judges will be working individually rather than in concert (such as, for instance, via a web or telephone conference).  
In keeping with our non-adversarial focus, there will be no first, second, third, etc. ranking of the winners.
Final judging will begin after the November 15 deadline, and is to be completed by late January for announcement on the GBEN website on February 1. The ten winning essays will be published in book form, along with comparably brief invited essays from the three finalist judges. We are consulting with various publishers to produce the book for late spring or early summer release, in time for next year’s Fall conference on the subject, “Winning Peace Rather Than Winning Wars”.
Appropriate compensation for your judging services will be worked out to the mutual satisfaction of all parties concerned in consideration of the number of essays forwarded to you.

I look forward to discussing this request with you by telephone. The best time to call me is at 9 a.m. any morning at the number below.
Stay in the grace!
Noel McInnis
Global Brain Empowerment Network

8855 SW Holly Lane, Suite 111, Wilsonville, OR 97070

essay@gbenetwork.com ~ 503/570-4331
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	 a  Better  World



Sponsored by the Global Brain Empowerment Network

September 24, 2005, 9 a.m. – 9 p.m. 

Oregon Convention Center
May 25, 2005

Dear Craig,

Since meeting you at the Spiritual City Forum events last summer, I have been busy putting together the above forthcoming conference and a related essay contest. 

The conference theme is “Awaking from Our Adversarial Trance”.

The essay contest theme is “Advocacy without Attack: Being for Something and Against Nothing”. 

A description of the contest is enclosed, along with a forthcoming article in Natural Awakenings on the conference theme, and the conference overview and purpose statements. Full contest guidelines are at http://www.gbenetwork.com/guidelines.htm.

We have local Barnes & Noble sponsorship of the contest, and are endeavoring to get B&N to sponsor it nationally via a special table in each store where recommended reading for essay contestants will be displayed, along with contest enrollment forms.

I would like you to be one of the three contest judges. Donna Zajonc, author of The Politics of Hope and a featured conference consultant, has already agreed to be a contest judge. We are also making this request of Ursula Le Guin.
All contest entries will be initially screened by a panel of three local judges, including Grace Young of Spiritual City Forum, who will filter out those submissions that they deem to be “extraordinary”.  Entries that receive unanimous “extraordinary” designations will be forwarded to the three finalist judges. 
The finalist judges will exercise the same assessment process. Ten winners will be chosen from essays with unanimous “extraordinary” designations. There will be no first, second, third, etc. ranking.
Final judging will begin after the November 15 deadline, and is to be completed by late January for announcement on the GBEN website on February 1. The ten winning essays will be published in book form, along with comparably brief essays by the three finalist judges. We are consulting with various publishers to produce the book for late spring or early summer release, in time for next year’s September conference and related essay contest on the subject, “Winning Peace Rather Than Winning Wars”.
Appropriate compensation for your judging services will be worked out to the mutual satisfaction of all parties concerned in consideration of the number of essays forwarded to you.

I look forward to discussing this request with you by telephone. The best time to call me (503/570-4331) is at 11 a.m., New York time.
Stay in the grace!
Global Brain Empowerment Network

8855 SW Holly Lane, Suite 111, Wilsonville, OR 97070

essay@gbenetwork.com ~ 503/570-4331
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Sponsored by the Global Brain Empowerment Network

September 24, 2005, 9 a.m. – 9 p.m. 

Oregon Convention Center
June 2, 2005

To all whom it may concern,

Both in my role as the Associate Field Minister of New Thought Ministries of Oregon (NTMO - www.ntmo.org), and as the overall director of the Global Brain Empowerment Network (www.gbenetwork.com), I am writing to you on behalf Connie Weiss, who is applying to participate in your Interspiritual Mentor Training Program. 

I have known Connie for over a year, and especially through her participation in two of my NTMO classes, “Living the Principles of New Thought”, and “Write I Am: Composing the Autobiography of Your Soul”.  She is also actively engaged in promoting the conference that is announced in the above letterhead.

Connie’s dedication to her spiritual development has come vibrantly alive since her retirement began some months ago. Her enthusiasm and energy for all things that promise to make a positive difference to herself and the world is seemingly boundless. 
She has shared with me the description of your Training Program, and I can say without qualification that she is an ideal candidate for your program.
Stay in the grace!

Rev. Dr. Noel Frederick McInnis
Global Brain Empowerment Network

8855 SW Holly Lane, Suite 111, Wilsonville, OR 97070

essay@gbenetwork.com ~ 503/570-4331
