Once a photograph of the Earth, taken from the outside, is available . . . a new idea as powerful as any in history will let loose. -Sir Fred Hoyle (1948)
*************

The field of collective human consciousness is now entering the final stages of the awakening process, congealing into awareness of itself as the organ of consciousness (similar in function to a brain) of a single planetary being, a being with internal organs of oceans, forests, ecosystems and atmosphere.  Humankind is its system both for processing information and for directing its future development. ​-Ken Carey 
*************

If the Earth were only a few feet in diameter, floating a few feet above a field somewhere, people would come from everywhere to marvel at it.

People would walk around it, marveling at its big pools of water, its little pools and the water flowing between the pools. 

People would marvel at the bumps on it, and the holes in it, and they would marvel at the very thin layer of gas surrounding it and the water suspended in the gas.

The people would marvel at all the creatures walking around the surface of the ball, and at the creatures in the water.

The people would declare it as sacred because it was the only one, and they would protect it so that it would not be hurt.

The ball would be the greatest wonder known, and people would come to pray to it, to be healed, to gain knowledge, to know beauty and to wonder how it could be.

People would love it, and defend it with their lives, knowing that their own roundness could be nothing without it.

If the Earth were only a few feet in diameter. -
*************

You realize that on that small spot, that little blue and white thing, is everything that means anything to you—all of history and music and poetry and art and death and birth and love, tears, joy, games—all of it on that little spot out there.... You recognize that you are a piece of this total life.... And when you come back there is a difference in that world now. There is a difference in that relationship between you and that planet and you and all those other life forms on that planet, because you've had that kind of experience. -Rusty Schweickart 
*************

The point of all evolution up to this stage is the creation of a collective organism of Mind. . . . With cyberspace, we are, in effect, hard-wiring the collective consciousness. -John Perry Barlow  
[Quoting Marshall McLuhan] “Through the discovery yesterday of the railway, the motor car and the aeroplane, the physical influence of each man, formerly restricted to a few miles, now extends to hundreds of leagues or more. Better still: thanks to the prodigious biological event represented by the discovery of electromagnetic waves, each individual finds himself henceforth (actively and passively) simultaneously present, over land and sea, in every corner of the earth." This simultaneous quality, McLuhan believed, "provides our lives again with a tribal base." But this time around, the tribe comes together on a global playing field. -Jennifer Cobb Kreisberg
Man did not weave the web of life, he is merely a strand in it. Whatever he does to the web, he does to himself. -Chief Seattle
The human heart may go the length of God.

Dark and cold we may be.

This is no winter now.

The frozen misery of centuries cracks,

breaks, begins to move.

The thunder is the thunder of the floes,

the thaw, the flood, the upstart spring.

Thank God our time is now,

when wrong comes up to meet us everywhere,

never to leave us 'til we take

the greatest stride of soul folk ever took.

Affairs are now soul-size.

The enterprise is exploration into God.

But what are you waiting for?

It takes so many thousand years to wake.

But will you wake, for pity's sake?

-Christopher Fry, A Sleep of  Prisoners
Imagine for a moment that you are a flea living on an elephant, unable to see the entire elephant and thus having no idea that it, like yourself, is a living creature. Then one day you make a giant hop, and you are so far away from the elephant that you see it for the first time as the live being that it is.

In his book, The Global Brain, Peter Russell suggests that the astronaut's view of Earth is analogous to fleas jumping far enough away from an elephant to recognize it as a live creature. As one of our astronauts, Rusty Schweickart, described this experience:

You realize that on that small spot, that little blue and white thing, is everything that means anything to you—all of history and music and poetry and art and death and birth and love, tears, joy, games—all of it on that little spot out there.... You recognize that you are a piece of this total life.... And when you come back there is a difference in that world now. There is a difference in that relationship between you and that planet and you and all those other life forms on that planet, because you've had that kind of experience.

