Global Brain Video Presentation
FIRST DRAFT

CAMERA: Fade from the narrator into a photographic image of the Whole Earth, upon which a superimposed quotation is additionally faded in:

Once we have a photograph of the Earth as seen from outer space

a new idea as powerful as any in history will let loose. 

- Fred Hoyle  (1948)
NARRATOR:

It was in conjunction with our space program that we began viewing our existence from a planetary perspective. It took a mere two decades to fulfill astronomer Fred Hoyle’s mid-century prophesy concerning the impact of a photograph of the Earth. As the “Whole Earth” image became an instant global icon, it became humanity’s first spiritual icon as well. 
CAMERA: Superimpose upon the Whole Earth image a series of faded in & out religious images.

NARRATOR:

In contrast to the cross, the star of David, and other well-known religious images, all of which are particular to specific times, places, and cultures, spiritual icons transcend all of the ideological particulars that divide humankind – temporal, geographical, racial, and ethnic – by calling our attention to what unites all species in all places and at all times. Spiritual icons embody the intuition of wholeness untainted by the culturally and ideologically localized assumptions embodied in religious icons.
CAMERA: Fade to a picture of Peter Russell’s book, The Global Brain, upon which another superimposed quotation is additionally faded in:

THE GLOBAL BRAIN METAPHOR

It takes about 10 billion atoms to form a complex living cell, then 10 billion cells to form a complex self-conscious brain. The emergence of the same number of human brains now rapidly interlinking via global electronic networks could represent a similar clumping of the nerve cells of an emerging global brain. ​-Peter Russell
NARRATOR:

In his 1983 book, The Global Brain, Peter Russell introduced its metaphor by noting that “It takes about 10 billion atoms to form a complex living cell, then 10 billion cells to form a complex self-conscious brain. The emergence of the same number of human brains now rapidly interlinking via global electronic networks could represent a similar clumping of the nerve cells of an emerging global brain. “
CAMERA: Fade into an image of the world puzzling itself together, upon which is subsequently faded in the superimposed words, PUZZLING OURSELVES TOGETHER. 
NARRATOR:

This image of our world puzzling itself together symbolizes the new paradigm of perceiving our part in Earthly existence from the perspective of the whole. We represent Earth’s potential to become mindfully aware of itself and, from the perspective of this global self-awareness, to be mindfully directive of its life-giving processes. Our consciousness as a species represents Earth’s awakening to the nature and potentials of its existence. In short, the evolution of consciousness on our planet is approaching a level of awareness that empowers the human species to assume the role of conscious evolutionaries – and thus the custodians of Earth’s further evolution.
Another author has summarized the implications of the Global Brain metaphor: [recite projected quote].

CAMERA: Fade out the words, PUZZLING OURSELVES TOGETHER, and fade in the quotation:

The field of collective human consciousness is now entering the final stages of its awakening process, as the organ of consciousness - similar in function to a brain - of a single planetary being, a being with internal organs of oceans, forests, ecosystems and atmosphere. The human species is an emerging global brain, both for processing all planetary information and for directing Earth’s future development. –Ken Carey (paraphrased)
NARRATOR:

Simply put: The Earth is a single collaborative community that is inclusive of every living thing. From a planetary perspective, therefore, “we the people” are not only Americans, Europeans, Africans, Asians, and so forth, we are Earthians – and as such we participate in the kinship of all that lives. Though we may distinguish ourselves into various Earthly kingdoms, we ultimately are members of a single Earthly kindom, the kindom of lifekind. And today, via the globalization of human technology, we are literally taking all Earthly life into our own hands. 
The new paradigm of puzzling ourselves together is awakening us to our role as mindful custodians of lifekind – not just of our own lives, individually and collectively, also of the kindom of all life on the planet. Our planet can continue to sustain the wellbeing of humankind only insofar as our species becomes respectful of the fact that what we call “the balance of nature” is the harmonious functionality of a collaborative living kindom that includes ourselves. From the perspective of the Global Brain metaphor, the ultimate role of the human species is to serve as mindful custodians of lifekind’s kindom as a whole, of which we are becoming an increasingly vulnerable part because of our relatively mindless relationship to life’s kindom.
We are now becoming mindful that our globalization of human technology empowers us as a fifth geological force. We have become a planet-altering species whose impact on the metabolism of Earth's biosphere and geosphere is likewise altering the course of our planet’s further evolution, as well as our relationship to that course. We are rapidly converting our planetary environment into a humanvironment.
Prior to our present global impact, there were only four geological forces shaping the dynamics of Earth’s ongoing formation: electromagnetism; wind and water erosion; the subterranean geothermal/tectonic activities that give sudden rise to mountain ranges, volcanic eruptions, earthquakes, and tidal waves, and to the more gradual processes of sea-floor spreading and continental drift; and biological evolution. Today, as our planet’s newest terra-forming force, we are modifying Earth’s ecology far more rapidly than are the four preceding geological forces – yet only because our geological change-agentry is via our impact upon the four preceding forces, such as when 

· we proliferate power-line grids and electronic technologies that locally alter Earth’s electromagnetic activity and globally perturbates its electromagnetic field overall;
· we alter weather patterns via our global pollution of Earth's waters and atmosphere;

· we further stress geological fault lines with underground nuclear explosions;
· we disrupt the course of biological evolution by greatly accelerating the process of extinction.
Becoming mindful of our planet-altering impact begins with recognizing that what our planet puts together is not ours to put asunder. We are wedded to our planet for better or for worse, and now is the time for us to exchange our contentious ways of making our planetary relationship worse for collaborative ways that improve the relationship.
It is time to perceive our planetary homestead from the perspective of the grandchildren of those who are just now taking form in their mothers’ wombs. From their retrospect a century or so from now, we are likely be seen as insensitive despoilers of their planetary household:

CAMERA: Fade in the following verses successively, as they are being read by the narrator: 

Earth is a single household.
The planet's winds and waters see to that, 
so interlinked are they
that each square mile of earthly surface
contains some stuff from every other mile.

Some say the winds alone
carried topsoil from the 1930's Dust Bowl
three times around the Earth
before the atmosphere was cleansed of it.

Today, Earth's soiled air disseminates
exhaust of billions of tailpipes and chimneys,
while the global network of her waterways
spreads other human waste around the planet.

As we alter thus the content of Earth's atmosphere,
and tamper with the chemistry of her waters,
we take her life into our hands
along with all lifekind that's yet to come.

Earth is a single household,
but the homestead is not ours;
we are only visitors
in the living room of those about to follow,
caretakers of the hospitality
and shelter that our children's home affords.

Our children,
not ourselves,
are the earthly homestead's host,
and we are but their household's privileged guests.

Why then do we abuse their mansion so,
as if we had the right to wreck their residence?
What have they and their children done
to earn a life of struggling
to restore what we've undone?

Of what crimes do we hold Earth's children guilty,
that we sentence them to life at such hard labor?
And what are we doing to our children's living room,
as we trample, scrape and pave its carpet bare?

Our children ask the Earth for bread.
Are we giving them a stone?

NARRATOR:

The foregoing poem, written in the 1970’s, represents the shortcomings of the paradigm that sees the whole Earth only from the perspective of its human parts. The new paradigm of seeing the parts from the perspective of the whole provides a far more inspiring outlook:

CAMERA: Fade in the following verses successively, as they are being read by the narrator: 

When I behold a rock

I also see the soil

that the rock shall one day be,

the ground of lifekind's future offspring.

When I contemplate the air

I imagine the trillions of other creatures

who also have been, are, and will be

breathing it to life.
When I observe the planet's waters

I remember that my body,

like the substance of all other earthly creatures,

consists mostly of this ever-flowing

re-life-cycling liquid.

When I gaze at human fabrications,

I marvel at the fact

that so many of them are made

from substances that formerly had life or one day shall.

Nearly everything that passes through my momentary touch

has either been a part of something living

or is on its way to being so.

I sometimes contemplate the things that come to hand,

to remember or to speculate about

their once-upon-a-time and future life.

Former lifekind fuels my car,

clothes my body,

heats my home,

while lifekind yet to be

dormantly resides in all that I cast off.

Nothing in my world is fully dead.

Like the rain, life’s expression falls in one place

to flow into further expression elsewhere.
And wherever I see life that is no longer or not yet,

it reminds me that I, too, am forever forwarding 
      what nonetheless remains forever now.

NARRATOR:

The contrast of these perspectives on our children’s short-term homestead and on lifekind’s long-term homestead clearly suggests to me that we are called to honor an ancient commandment, which implores us to be fruitful on behalf of replenishing the Earth rather than wasteful on behalf of depleting the Earth. We are being called to conscious custodianship of our planet’s further evolution. 

The time is at hand for the human species to enter into a collaborative relationship with the Earth that empowers us to be the custodians of lifekind’s agenda in harmony with our own agendas rather than pursuing our human agendas at the expense of the planetary life-support system overall. It is on behalf of such custodianship that a Global Brain Empowerment Conference is being held in Portland, Oregon, on September 24, 2005. Its purpose is to discern how existing projects and programs for the advancement of human and planetary well-being, peace, and environmental integrity, each of which presently functions in relative isolation from all the rest, can be further empowered by activating their potentials for effective collaboration as a whole.
The enormous potentials for such collaboration are portrayed in Peter Russell’s video version of The Global Brain, which you are now about to see. Although the video was made 20 years ago, for most of us on this planet today it is still no less ahead of its time than it was in the mid-1980’s. Yet the number of us now capable of appreciating the video’s message represents a critical mass of human beings on the planet. It is on behalf of engaging such a critical mass of persons in the Pacific Northwest that the Global Brain Empowerment Conference is being convened.
CAMERA: Begin showing the GB video.
Because The Global Brain video was made two decades ago, its “special effects” may seem rudimentary by today’s standards. I therefore invite you to look beyond the technological simplicity of its production, and open yourself to the breadth and depth of the marvelous “special effects” of its author’s imagination.
CAMERA: Continue the GB video to the first “pause” point.
[to be concluded]
As a species, Homo sapiens has distinguished itself by thinking the world to pieces, thereby weakening lifekind’s planetary metabolism.  This calls for the emergence of Homo custodiens, a species that thinks the world together, restoring lifekind’s metabolism to optimum function.  

There have been many between-age generations in the past.  We are the first to find ourselves between epochs as well.  Epoch One has been a time of thinking the world to pieces, of carving up the planet on behalf of supporting our diversities.  Epoch Two, which is now just dawning, is the essential antidote to the unworkabilities of Epoch One.  Epoch Two is a time of thinking the world together, of co-operating with universal principles of integrity on behalf of supporting our commonalities.  As we traverse the bridge from Epoch One to Epoch Two, our paradigms of fragmentation are left behind as we embrace new paradigms of coherence.

The bridge upon which we now find ourselves is a paradigm bridge, a bridge in consciousness.  We have even named this consciousness bridge.  We call it “paradigm shift,” in recognition that the bridge we are traversing is a chrysalis stage of consciousness, a time of radical re-patterning of our awareness from the former equivalent of crawling caterpillar consciousness to the emerging equivalent of soaring butterfly consciousness.  New intuitional paradigms of coherence are awakening the imaginal potentials of what we are meant to be, even as we fall asleep to the old instinctual paradigms that were essential in bringing us to the paradigm bridge that unites our positive gains from Epoch One of our conscious evolution with those that await our discovery in Epoch Two. 

Unlike between-agers in earlier periods of transition, we are the first since the emergence of Cro-Magnon human beings 35,000 years ago to find ourselves at an evolutionary crossroad, at the juncture of two epochs as well as of two ages.  Cro-Magnons were so different from the neighboring Neanderthals who they succeeded – though not, perhaps, so extremely unlike them as we have formerly believed – that their adaptive capacities signified a change in evolutionary kind rather than one of mere degree, a change so discontinuous that it brought the Neanderthal epoch to an end.  Cro-Magnons represented a quantum jump in adaptive capacity, far more than was required for survival in their own historical and environmental circumstances, and most of which is still latently pending activation in our genetic endowment.  Because of Cro-Magnon’s remarkable advance in adaptive capacity, if we were to travel backward in time to kidnap both a new-born early Cro-Magnon and a neighboring newborn late Neanderthal, and endeavor to raise them in today’s modern world, the Cro-Magnon baby would be adaptive and the Neanderthal would not.

The so-called “ages” of our species’ development - the hunter-gatherer, agricultural and industrial ages – were stages of evolutionary continuity, successive progressions of degree within the evolutionary epoch initiated 35 millennia ago with Cro-Magnon’s arrival, a series of cultural advances that may be likened to the progressive heating of water.  That continuity has now been broken.  The digital age is initiating another discontinuous change of kind, an acceleration analogous to what occurs when the boiling point of water is reached.  Our species is now on the threshold of a water-to-steam-like “phase transition” (a.k.a. “system break”), a discontinuity that punctuates the conclusion of a long evolutionary sentence and capitalizes the next one.  This time, however, our evolutionary quantum jump will alter our outward physicality far less than it further develops our inward adaptive capacities.

Epochs are defined by discontinuities in evolutionary development, the most dramatic of which in common knowledge is the one that marked the transition from dinosaurian to mammalian dominance.  The epoch of post-Cro-Magnon evolution was the latest phase in the establishment of two-legged mammalian dominance, an epoch that further advanced a long-term evolutionary trend of personal individuation and empowerment.  This epoch was a time of thinking the world to pieces, dividing and carving up the planet in support of competing human diversities.  

In the new epoch’s difference of kind, our appreciation of life takes precedence to our appreciation of real estate, as we think the world together in co-operation with universal principles of integrity, principles that unify us, as participant-observers, in mutual respect for our positive human commonalities.  We are initiating an epoch of conscious evolution, in which the evolutionary process becomes consciously aware of itself and likewise directive of itself as us, who are now constrained to assume a custodial role in further constructive advancement of that process.

We who are alive on Earth today are a multi-generational bridge that joins two evolutionary epochs. As we release our thralldom to the separative and fragmentive paradigms of the particlistic worldview, and align our individual and local integrities with larger processes of universal inclusion and cohesion, we are becoming aware of the foundation of this bridgework: a new, holistic worldview that empowers us to re-converge all that we have formerly diverged, while preserving the enduring values of individuation that were gained by our divergence.  

We have even coined a term for this foundation, calling it a “paradigm shift.”  The perceptual metamorphosis thus indicated is a chrysalis of transition in which our consumptive caterpillar-like consciousness is transformed, and from which we rise above our lesser selves to embody an immense integrity that is commensurate with our imaginal premonitions of human greatness that is yet to be.
The fragmentive win-lose paradigm of thinking the world to pieces has weakened Earth’s planetary metabolism.   It is not mere coincidence that the United Nations received its initial reports of ozone depletion and the AIDs virus in the same month.  The planetary and human immune systems are integrated in ways that we have yet to understand.  Though wholeness has characterized all aspects of the universe from its beginning, the new paradigm of holistic living is thus far awakened in only a relative handful of individuals on the planet.

The paradigm of emerging homo custodiens is win-win, an integrative paradigm of co-operation (working together) for the advantage of life as a whole (see http://www.winwinworld.net/).  The win-win paradigm thinks the world together by preserving and nurturing the balance of lifekind, thereby tending to restore Earth’s weakened metabolism to optimum function.  Quoting Holmes once again: “Life is one perfect Wholeness.  The Universe is a unit.  God is One….  All nature waits on man’s recognition of and co-operation with her laws, and is always ready to obey his will; but man must use Nature's forces in accordance with her laws, and in co-operation with her purposes…if he wishes to attain self-mastery.”

The paradigm shift from competitive to co-operative individualism integrates the best of our self-serving realizations with our whole-serving intentions.  As fragmentive win-lose thinking gives way to the integrative win-win paradigm, we transcend preoccupation with schemes of human, local and immediate well-being at the expense of all other species and less competitive members of our own.  We assume instead our true planetary role of nurturing the inclusive well-being of all species.  Our further individuation is to be in accord with Earth’s co-operational priority: maintaining the harmonious interconnectedness of all things Earthly in the balance of lifekind.  

The win-win paradigm considers our own well-being to be operationally integral with the well-being of lifekind overall, since we are equally members of lifekind as well as of humankind.   Indeed, since the balance of lifekind is in us even as we are in it, lifekind, not humankind, is our ultimate Earthly affiliation.  Lifekind is the leading edge of planetary evolution.  

During the past four centuries of scientifically analyzing and technologically subduing our planet, we have mastered the process of thinking the world to pieces.  Today, as a consequence, Earth's ecologies bear stark witness to our ignorance of the commandment, "What God hath joined together, let no man put asunder."  Having already sundered the planet all that we may dare, it is prime time for us to think the world together.

“Thinking the world together" does not mean thinking it back together, reassembling it piece by piece, the impossibility of which was proclaimed long ago in the story of Humpty Dumpty.  Humpty’s prophetic author, foreseeing the fragmentive implications of modern science, disguised his (her?) critique in the form of a nursery rhyme, just as Jesus sometimes conveyed his truth in expressions that were discernible only by those with ears that could hear.

Once we lose our sense of wholeness, Humpty’s author proclaimed, no earthly power can restore it.  Our planet is beyond restoration to its prior state, for it cannot be returned to a past condition.  Earth may only be restored to a new state of harmony.

Thinking the world together is analogous to singing a song together, joining in unison with the song’s way of being.  Thinking the world together—mutually complying in unison with the integrity (a.k.a. ecology) of the planet’s way of being—honors the truth in Ernest Holmes' declaration that we may have earthly dominion only to the extent that we are in harmony with the principles that govern Earth's being.  "To command nature, we must first obey it," Holmes insisted, meaning that the ways of our own being must be in compliance with the ways of that which we would command.

There is only one intelligence governing all things, Holmes proclaimed, only One Mind within which everything is connected to everything else.  "Everything exists for the harmonious good of every other part," Holmes avowed.  Accordingly, the essence of all things in the universe, from thought forms to physical forms, is their interconnectedness.  Since the essence of the One Mind is its interconnectivity, command of the One Mind in any of its expressions becomes possible only as we are in compliance with the interconnectivity of all things.  Such is the deep ecology of Spirit.

It is time for us to cease thinking the world to pieces, and begin instead to think the world together. 

By thinking

I once read that the human brain has more connections than there are atoms in the universe, to the order of the number 10 with 84 zeros after it. This is possible because each brain cell is connected to many others, and millions of individual brain cells are each interconnected with as many as a million others. Altogether, therefore. the totality of interconnections in the brain exceeds 10 with 84 zeros after it. Any way you look at this, it’s a whole lot of interconnectivity.
When I first learned of this tremendous interconnectivity within the human brain, I made it the focus of a contemplative meditation. And while I was contemplating the enormity of my brain’s interconnectivity, along with all that this makes possible, I recognized as well the irony of what nonetheless remains as yet impossible, and most likely forever so. This recognition came to me as a songlet: 
The brain has more connections than atoms in the universe,

and that’s a mighty large sum.

Yet the brains that say it’s so can’t tell any one of us

where our thoughts come from.

Interconnectivity gives rise to all sorts of wonderful things. Take water, for instance. Nothing in the nature of hydrogen and oxygen, in and of themselves, suggests that the interconnectivity of two hydrogen atoms (a gas) and one oxygen molecule (also a gas) would produce water (a liquid). And yet it is because of this elementary relationship that we are all living on what someone has called “the water planet.”
One of the most profound understandings of interconnectivity was that of Catholic priest and paleontologist Teilhard de Chardin, who authored one of my favorite philosophical axioms: “Like the [planet’s] meridians as they approach the poles, science, philosophy and religion are bound to converge as they draw nearer to the whole.” Chardin’s profound insight into the dynamics of interconnectivity is embodied in the title of Flannery O’Connor’s book, Everything that Rises Must Converge.
A fundamental prerequisite for convergence is multiplicity. You don’t get water via the convergence of a single pair of hydrogen atoms with just one oxygen atom. It takes countless billions of hydrogen-oxygen triplets to produce water. And that is how it is with all convergence. It takes a heap of what already exists to produce something new under the sun.

We’re here just now to take a look at something wondrously new that is converging under the sun, namely the emergence of a new phase in the evolution of planet Earth. Earth was formed by the convergence of solar debris into a humongous rock, which was whimsically termed in a popular TV show, the “Third Rock from the Sun.” From that initial rocky convergence, over the past several billion years, has emerged all of the wonders of life. Each of us is something miraculously new under the sun – quite literally a chip off the old rock.
The video we are about to see suggests that today something even newer is emerging under the sun. After giving rise to six billion plus creatures called homo sapiens sapiens (meaning that human beings are presumably twice wise), our planet may be now in the process of interconnecting us as a global cerebral cortex. To quote five persons who have observed this emergent process:

It takes about 10 billion atoms to form a complex living cell, then 10 billion cells to form a complex self-conscious brain. [Today’s approximation of the same number of human brains that are] rapidly interlinking via global electronic networks, could represent a similar clumping of the nerve cells of an emerging global brain. ​–Peter Russell

The field of collective human consciousness is now entering the final stages of the awakening process, congealing into awareness of itself as the organ of consciousness (similar in function to a brain) of a single planetary being, a being with internal organs of oceans, forests, ecosystems and atmosphere.  Humankind is its system both for processing information and for directing its future development. –Ken Carey
We have learned a lot about nature in this century. Now we have to learn from nature. In the past, we used a wedge to dissect–frogs, peoples, dogmas, races. Going forward we need a web that binds. Nature is not structured as a hierarchical Great Chain of Being. It is, rather, a Great Network of Being, in which all share in equal measure. –Tom Mahon, in The Search for Meaning of Soul in an Age of Science and Technology
The point of all evolution up to this stage is the creation of a collective organism of Mind. With cyberspace, we are, in effect, hard-wiring the collective consciousness. –John Perry Barlow
In the process of connecting everything to everything, computers elevate the power of the small player. Instead of enforcing uniformity, they promote heterogeneity and autonomy. Instead of sucking the soul from human bodies, turning computer-users into an army of dull clones, networked computers — by reflecting the networked nature of our own brains and bodies — encourage the humanism of their users. Because they have taken on the flexibility, adaptability, and self-connecting governance of organic systems, we become more human, not less so, when we use them. –Kevin Kelly
I’m quite sure that everyone here has heard the bit of folk wisdom that says “necessity is the mother of invention.” The video you are about to see testifies to what I call “The First Law of Interconnectivity“: 
As existing things converge, new things emerge. Therefore, convergence is the mother of emergency.
Although this video was made 20 years ago, for most people on this planet it is no less ahead of its time than it was in the mid-1980’s. Yet the number of people now capable of getting the video’s message represents a critical mass of human beings on the planet. It is on behalf of networking a critical mass of persons in the Portland-Vancouver area who are susceptible to getting this message that a growing number of persons are facilitating the emergence in and beyond this area of what I call a Global Brain Empowerment Network. 

Hundreds of groups will see this video prior to September’s conference. Be fore I say any more about the conference, however, it is time for us to watch the video. 
Please keep in mind that because this video was made 20 years ago, its “special effects” seem rather rudimentary by present day standards. So I invite you to look beyond the technological simplicity of its production, and open yourself to the marvelous “special effects” of breadth and depth of its author’s imagination.
The video begins with the now familiar image of our planet seen as a whole from outer space. Some two decades before such a picture could be taken, British astronomer Fred Hoyle had remarked, “Once a photograph of the Earth, taken from the outside, is available…a new idea as powerful as any in history will let loose.” That “new idea” is embodied in the whole-Earth image as the world’s first global spiritual icon. What makes this image a spiritual icon is its universality. It is a symbol of unity and oneness that transcends all of the religious, ethnic, political, social, economic and other organizational and cultural structures that divide us. The whole-Earth image is the only symbol of wholeness thus far with which every human being can easily and readily identify.
The Global Brain video unpacks the world’s first spiritual icon from a scientific perspective.
[View video]
Stops:
· Metabolism (several hundred additional environmental factors are similarly in dynamic stasis)

· Describe hole
· Convergence is the mother of emergency.
Role of Global Brain video: the Global Brain Empowerment Conference

A thought form is the energetic embodiment of the idea on which a person dwells, consciously or otherwise, and it takes on an existence external to and independent of the thinker.  By a process of which science knows little, our thoughts 'take wings'....  This psychic atmosphere or field of mind energy...interacts with the physical energy matrix sustaining the planet in space, and can influence it subtly but directly in either a positive or negative fashion, depending upon the vibratory quality of thought forms arising from the human level.  Harmonious, loving mental states produce a stabilizing effect on the planetary matrix; disharmonious, hateful thoughts result in a destabilizing matrix. —John White, poleshift

*    *    *    *    *    *    *    *

...all energy contrary to the evolutionary life-force is negatively polarized.  It eventually transmigrates to lower and more destructive life and energy forms.  The collective negative energy (of thoughts, words and actions) in its varying forms and degrees, descends to the appropriate vibratory frequency of less evolved forms. It can animate and energize bacteria or vermin, for instance, causing epidemics; weather, in the form of storms, floods and hurricanes; geographical upheavals within the Earth itself, and disturbances from the outer environment of space--all vehicles of negative karmic feedback.  This is what Edgar Cayce meant when he said that many a land could be kept intact by the consciousness of its inhabitants. This is also why tampering with nature to modify and eradicate undesirable weather is so useless and dangerous. It's like dispensing drugs to treat symptoms which may not disappear, and creating serious side effects in the process.  The negative energy will simply manifest more powerfully in another place at another time." 
       —Moira Timms, Prophecies & Predictions 

The first group of people to see this video were assembled in early October at Oasis, a learning center for seniors located in the 10th floor of downtown Portland’s Meier and Frank building. Prior to this showing (actually several showings on five successive Fridays to the same group of seniors) I had no intention of presenting the video elsewhere. I was so excited by the discussions the video invoked that I decided to also incorporate several showings in a class I was teaching here at Unity of Beaverton on Monday evenings. These showings germinated in me the urge to convene a Global Brain conference toward the end of this coming September, featuring the video’s author, Peter Russell, along with Barbara Marx Hubbard and other planetary visionaries showing. It was with this forthcoming conference in mind that I next presented the video in this very room to over a dozen of the area’s New Thought ministers and some invited guests. You are the now the fourth group to see the video. 

The point of all evolution up to this stage is the creation of a collective organism of Mind.

With cyberspace, we are, in effect, hard-wiring the collective consciousness.
-John Perry Barlow
It takes about 10 billion atoms to form a complex living cell, then 10 billion cells to form a complex self-conscious brain. [Today’s approach to the same number of human brains that are] rapidly interlinking via global electronic networks, could represent a similar clumping of the nerve cells of an emerging global brain. ​-Peter Russell
The field of collective human consciousness is now entering the final stages of the awakening process, congealing into awareness of itself as the organ of consciousness (similar in function to a brain) of a single planetary being, a being with internal organs of oceans, forests, ecosystems and atmosphere.  Humankind is its system both for processing information and for directing its future development. 
-Ken Carey
British astronomer Sir Fred Hoyle predicted in 1948: “Once a photograph of the Earth, taken from the outside, is available…a new idea as powerful as any in history will let loose.” This new idea was articulated by astronaut Rusty Schweickart as follows:  

You realize that on that small spot, that little blue and white thing, is everything that means anything to you—all of history and music and poetry and art and death and birth and love, tears, joy, games—all of it on that little spot out there.... You recognize that you are a piece of this total life.... And when you come back there is a difference in that world now. There is a difference in that relationship between you and that planet and you and all those other life forms on that planet, because you've had that kind of experience.
As Jennifer Cobb Kreisberg observed in Wired magazine (quoting Marshall McLuhan, who coined the term “global village” and asserted that “In the electric age we wear all mankind as our skin”):

“Through the discovery yesterday of the railway, the motor car and the airplane, the physical influence of each man, formerly restricted to a few miles, now extends to hundreds of leagues or more. Better still: thanks to the prodigious biological event represented by the discovery of electromagnetic waves, each individual finds himself henceforth (actively and passively) simultaneously present, over land and sea, in every corner of the earth." This simultaneous quality, McLuhan believed, "provides our lives again with a tribal base." But this time around, the tribe comes together on a global playing field.
And as environmentalist Joe Miller speculated in the mid 1960’s: 

If the Earth were only a few feet in diameter, floating a few feet above a field somewhere, people would come from everywhere to marvel at it. People would walk around it, marveling at its big pools of water, its little pools and the water flowing between the pools. People would marvel at the bumps on it, and the holes in it, and they would marvel at the very thin layer of gas surrounding it and the water suspended in the gas. The people would marvel at all the creatures walking around the surface of the ball, and at the creatures in the water. The people would declare it as sacred because it was the only one, and they would protect it so that it would not be hurt. The ball would be the greatest wonder known, and people would come to pray to it, to be healed, to gain knowledge, to know beauty and to wonder how it could be. People would love it, and defend it with their lives, knowing that their own roundness could be nothing without it.

If the Earth were only a few feet in diameter.
Also written in the mid 1960’s: 

Earth is a single household. The planet's winds and waters see to this, so interlinked are they that each square mile of earthly surface contains some stuff from every other mile. Some say the winds alone carried topsoil from the 1930's Dust Bowl three times around the Earth before the atmosphere was cleansed of it.

Today, Earth's soiled air disseminates the exhaust of billions of tailpipes and chimneys, while the global network of her waterways spreads other human waste around the planet. As we alter thus the content of Earth's atmosphere, and tamper with the chemistry of her waters, we take her life into our hands along with all lifekind that's yet to come.

Earth is a single household, but the homestead is not ours. We are only visitors in the living room of those about to follow, caretakers of the hospitality and shelter that our children's home affords. Our children, not ourselves, are our earthly homestead's host, and we are but their household's privileged guests.

Why then do we abuse our children’s mansion so, as if we had the right to wreck their residence? What have they, their children, and their children’s children done to earn a life of struggling to restore what we've undone? Of what crimes do we hold Earth's unborn children guilty, that we sentence them to life at such hard labor? And what are we doing to their living room, as we trample, scrape and pave its carpet bare?

Our children ask the Earth for bread. Are we giving them a stone?  -Noel McInnis

*************

The human heart may go the length of God.

Dark and cold we may be.

This is no winter now.

The frozen misery of centuries cracks, breaks, begins to move.

The thunder is the thunder of the floes, the thaw, the flood, the upstart spring.

Thank God our time is now, when wrong comes up to meet us everywhere,

never to leave us 'til we take the greatest stride of soul folk ever took.

Affairs are now soul-size.

The enterprise is exploration into God.

But what are you waiting for?

It takes so many thousand years to wake.

But will you wake, for pity's sake?

-Christopher Fry, A Sleep of  Prisoners
