CHANGING OUR COLLECTIVE MIND
As within, so without.  You cannot think one thing and produce another.

-Emmet Fox
As my mind is set, just so is my experience.  I cannot, while thinking from one mindset, experience the outcome of another.  To experience my life in a way that is contrary to my present mindset, I must adopt a new one that opens me to living my life accordingly.  And so it is with humankind’s mindset overall.

Unless there is a dramatic shift in the collective mindset that prevails on our planet today, I am now living in my species’ twilight years.  Humankind’s current prevailing mindset allows for no alternative other than its co-responding collective self-diminishment.

I grew up ingrained with the win-lose mindset that has informed recorded history, producing a 10,000-year chronicle of the politics of manipulation, special advantage, vanquishment and conquest.  Only recently, many individuals are entertaining the possibility of cultivating a win-win mindset – the politics of mutual success for all concerned.  This new politics is intended to replace the historically conditioned win-lose “common sense” that more or less rules the life of every person on the planet.  The politics of mutual success envisions an eventual win-win world in which everyone’s advantage may be served at no one’s deprivation, resulting in a win by humankind – and lifekind – as a whole.

The win-lose mindset is grounded in one or both of two assumptions – that win-win outcomes are impossible and/or that denying others’ success is desirable and at times even admirable.  Common to these assumptions is a seemingly irrefutable logic – for some to live successfully, others have to fail.  This is the inevitable conclusion of a mindset that likens life to a pie chart where the increase of any piece is at the expense of one or more other pieces.  The win-lose perspective will continue to prevail so long as it continues to be humankind’s mindset of choice.

The win-win mindset assumes that life’s overall pie chart can be equitably enlarged to the added advantage of every existing piece, so that endemic success of all concerned is possible, desirable and admirable.  When and where the according politics of mutual success come to prevail, there will be no losers.

Each of these mindsets is a self-fulfilling prophecy, which produces a co-responding experience of life.  The win-lose mindset inevitably produces the experience of winning and losing, while the win-win mindset just as invariably produces positive advantage among all of those who share it.  

Only those who share the self-fulfilling prophecy of a common mindset are capable of realizing its anticipated outcome.  For instance, those who perceive the world from a win-lose mindset deny that a win-win lifestyle is possible.  They are thereby self-destined to fail at any attempt to employ a win-win strategy, saying, “I told you so.”  Yet those who are now cultivating a win-win mindset are quite aware that the opposite is not so.  All such daring persons are recovering from a win-lose life experience that both lingers in their memories and continues to prevail in all institutions.

At present, the win-win mindset is shared only privately among small groups of persons.  Nowhere has it been institutionalized.  Virtually every government, business and other organization in the world procedes from a win-lose mindset, as do all but a handful of persons on the planet as well.  Many generations are required for the transition from the win-lose politics of governmental and corporate manipulation, special advantage, vanquishment and conquest, to the win-win politics of mutual positive advantage for all concerned.  This is because no generation can give what it does not have to its successor, nor can a handful of transformed individuals immediately effect such a momentous shift in the mindset of its own or a succeeding generation.  Transformation progresses funeral by funeral, as billions die either to their physical bodies or our collective win-lose worldview.  

Humankind’s shift to a win-win mindset has become essential to its survival as a globalized species.  The larger lifekind-support system of the planet is now being dangerously compromised as a consequence of our collective win-lose mindset.

At present, the win-win mindset prevails only among small groups of persons who actively share and mutually cultivate its perspective.  Only as and when such groups become sufficiently numerous is there any likelihood of changing the win-lose course of history, so that we may sustain the balance of lifekind that has brought us this far.

It is on behalf of actualizing such a global change that the widespread local practice of engaging the Master Mind by small groups is encouraged.
