We Are The Custodians of Lifekind
The Good News

Custodial humans honor the true function of hierarchy.  Natural hierarchies equitably distribute nature’s benefits for general advantage, while human hierarchies have until now been in competition with one another to monopolize nature’s resources for specialized and localized advantages.  We have persistently leached resources from lifekind’s economy, just as we leach much of humankind’s financial wealth from the many at the bottom of our socioeconomic pyramid to the few at the pinnacle.

The good news for likekind is that Earth’s natural hierarchies ultimately prevail over our disservice to lifekind’s well-being.  The bad news for us is that today, far more than was the case 20 years ago, we are concluding the top half of evolution’s planetary ninth inning.  

The final news for all concerned is that nature necessarily bats last, with infinitely greater evolutionary finesse than we have yet chosen to honor.

On a planet whose overall function is the diversification, enhancement and preservation of lifekind's balance, any species that takes dominion of this function becomes lifekind's custodian.  For this reason, each of us here today, along with every other human being on Earth, is a custodian of lifekind. This custodianship was widely acknowledged by the primary cultures that preceded us in our species' dominion over the balance of lifekind.  We have lost, to our imminent peril, their respect for lifekind's wholeness, and the time is now at hand for us to reclaim it.  

The balance of lifekind, as the operational priority of Earth's wholeness, deserves our urgent consideration as co-determinants of this balance.  Our own well-being ultimately depends upon the well-being of lifekind overall, which makes us equally members of lifekind as well as humankind.  Indeed, since the balance of lifekind is in us even as we are in it, lifekind, not humankind, is our ultimate affiliation.  We are the only species that knows this, and thus the only species that is capable of acting accordingly.  Hence our role as lifekind's custodians – homo custodiens.
