Homo Custodiens (Grist)
According to the creation story that is most well known in Westernized cultures, all Earthly creatures are colleagues. Lifekind is a single community, of which humankind is the custodian. (See Genesis:   and ) Thus far, however, Homo custodiens has yet to show up. (DHMS Grist)

Nor, from the perspective of my experience, are we yet exemplars of the wisdom that Earth’s lifekind so urgently requires of our successor species, homo custodiens. I see instead that we are mired in our no longer, while tending to admire merely the more superficial aspects of our not yet. As many others acknowledged three decades ago, we are mired in future shock while often unduly admiring the future schlock that we sooner (more often than not) or later bury in closet or attic, or put behind us via the nearest dumpster, thrift store, yard/garage/estate sale, or flee-from-all-our-stuff-by-flocking-to-it market. (DHMS WSB)

Homo Custodiens
This is the true joy in life - the being used for a purpose recognized by yourself as a mighty one.   The Being a Force of Nature - not a feverish, selfish little clod of ailments and grievances complaining that the world will not devote itself to making you happy. -George Bernard Shaw
Our Evolutionary Imperative
The following statement by Noel Frederick McInnis is from a summary of his experience of the Findhorn Forgiveness Conference.
Humankind is now rising above local grievances, and awakening to awareness of its evolutionary imperative as a global species.   Appropos of having become twice wise, homo sapiens sapiens is now preparing the way for homo custodiens.

For millenia, human beings have identified exclusively with a small portion of their planet, geographically, politically, culturally and spiritually.  All sense of human custodianship of the Earth has been quite local, with high priority allocated to the custody of local grievances.

In consequence of the effects of six billion grievance-laden local relationships to Earth, we are ever more effectively grieving our world to pieces.  Such fragmentation is contrary to the evolutionary imperatives of our planet and our personhood.

Earth's evolutionary imperative is to proliferate a global community of living beings, in which each species serves the balance of lifekind overall or else tends toward extinction.  By virtue of humankind's niche within this balance, endowed by extraordinary consciousness, the evolutionary service of our species has become that of planetary stewardship.

We no longer can deny our own evolutionary imperative: we are the custodians of lifekind, guardians of the beneficial presence of life's being.

You are encouraged to consult the archives of the Findhorn Forgiveness Conference, which inspired the above statement. (FDO)

(Genesis 1:28, 9:7).  We are midwifing the next hominid species, homo custodiens, a species whose character was aptly described by Ernest and Fenwick Holmes in The Voice Celestial:

           The future man shall be so far above

           The race that walks the earth today he would

           Appear among us as a god; yet he

           Will be the common man; nor will there be

           Such selfish aims as now divide mankind;

           Illusion of false values will dissolve

           Into their native nothingness and things

           Ephemeral and transient of this earth

           Shall pass away, and by the second birth,

           The field of consciousness shall so expand

           All sons of earth shall reach the Promised Land. (Metatrends)

The Shifting of Paradigms: From Individuation to Co-Operation

New Thought’s synthetical paradigm is itself a bridge – and could be the bridge – between the former and newly emerging worldviews now juxtaposed in paradigmatic transition.   New Thought is both a cause and consequence of the emerging paradigm of holistic consciousness.  New Thought’s inception was contributive to the holistic paradigm’s emergence, and New Thought’s growth is a beneficiary of the paradigm’s ascendant prevalence.  

The predominating paradigm of human consciousness has been one of individuation, of our growing self-awareness, understanding and expression of the “I” that knows itself as “me” and calls itself collectively homo sapiens sapiens.   New Thought has been a culminating factor in the fruition of Epoch One of conscious evolution – the 35,000-year unfoldment of personal individuation since the advent of Cro-Magnon man, which has brought us to the threshold of Epoch Two in the evolution of human awareness.  In the new paradigm of co-operation just now emerging, we are becoming additionally conscious and expressive of the “I” that knows itself inclusively as “we,” and which may collectively be called homo custodiens.  
The New Thought chrysalis that bridges between caterpillar and butterfly states of being qualifies New Thought as a pivotal thought atmosphere in the transition from mechanistic to holistic consciousness.  What is required is the planetization of New Thought’s worldview, stated in contemporary language and thought forms of connectedness that are recognizable by persons not yet acquainted with New Thought, and which have resonant compatibility with spiritual belief systems generally. (See the series of articles beginning with http://www.newthought.net/globalizing.htm).  
By leavening humankind’s consciousness with New Thought’s worldview, we may make its own paradigm the one whose time has come.  (See http://www.newthought.net/global.htm).  

From Win-Lose to Win-Win

The operational paradigm of homo sapiens sapiens has been win-lose, a highly fragmentive paradigm of conquest and exploitation.  Under its spell we have “conquered” and “mastered” nature to humankind’s special advantage by subduing all other species and competing with members of our own to exploit Earth’s resources for localized personal, social, ethnic, political and economic advantage.  Ernest Holmes’ assessment of this paradigm was both metaphysically and ecologically accurate: “We cannot beat Nature at her own game, because we are some part of it.”
The fragmentive win-lose paradigm conditions us to think the world to pieces in ways that weaken Earth’s planetary metabolism.   It is not mere coincidence that the United Nations received its initial reports of ozone depletion and the AIDs virus in the same month.  The planetary and human immune systems are integrated in a manner that we are yet to understand.  Though such wholeness is cosmic by nature and universal in extent, the corresponding requirement for holistic living is as yet unrecognized by all but a relative handful of persons on Earth.
In contrast to the disintegrative win-lose paradigm of homo sapiens sapiens, the paradigm of emerging homo custodiens is win-win, an integrative paradigm of co-operative individuality, of humankind consciously working together in concert for the benefit of the whole Earth as a single living system.  The win-win paradigm conditions us to think the world together in ways that keep Earth whole, honoring and preserving the natural planetary balance that sustains all Earthly life, and thereby facilitating the restoration of Earth’s planetary metabolism to optimum function.  To quote Holmes once again: “Life is one perfect Wholeness.  The Universe is a unit.  God is One….  All nature waits on man’s recognition of and co-operation with her laws, and is always ready to obey his will; but man must use Nature's forces in accordance with her laws, and in co-operation with her purposes…if he wishes to attain self-mastery.”  The alternative to self-mastery in accordance with natural law is proclaimed in Thomas Troward’s assertion that all endeavors to break natural law, whether conscious or unconscious, succeed only in our being broken upon such law.
The paradigm shift from competitive individualism to co-operative individuality integrates the best of our self-serving realizations with Earth’s whole-serving systems.  In the new epoch, our individualities are synergized in conscious, co-creative social synergy.  Though separative aspects of our individuated consciousness are released, the positive gains of our individuation are conserved as we consciously align with the physical and metaphysical principles of co-operation that preserve the integrity of the natural world and cosmos at large.  As fragmentive win-lose thinking gives way to the integrative win-win paradigm, we cease our preoccupation with schemes of human, local and immediate well-being at the current or eventual expense of all other species and the less competitive members of our own.  We assume instead our transcendent planetary role of kinship with all life, by facilitating the inclusive well-being thereof.  
The win-win paradigm considers our own well-being to be operationally integral with lifekind’s well-being overall, thus honoring the self-evident fact that we are equally members of lifekind as well as of humankind.  Our further individuation is in accord with Earth’s co-operational priority: maintaining the harmonious interconnectedness of all things Earthly, thereby preserving the balance that exists within us even as we exist in it, namely, the balance of lifekind.
Lifekind, not humankind, is our ultimate Earthly affiliation.  Yet even as lifekind is the leading edge of planetary evolution, humankind is in turn the conscious leading edge of lifekind’s further evolvement.  As we realize that the so-called “balance of nature,” from which we have presumed to separate ourselves, is actually the far more personal balance of lifekind, we awaken from our objectification of the balance of nature to the subjective nature of our balance.
Humankind is the only species that can both understand and consciously facilitate lifekind’s further evolution, or else deliberately or unconsciously sabotage it.  We have directly involved ourselves with Earth’s unfolding planetary destiny, via our physical impact on Earth’s biosphere and our powers of evolutionary intervention via atomic and genetic manipulation.  Taken together, such activities amount to the rudimentary stages of terra-forming.  
On a planet whose overall function is the diversification and enhancement of lifekind and the preservation of lifekind's balance, any species able to grossly modify that balance exercises a for-better-or-worse custodial role.  Having assumed such a role willy-nilly, we are now able to continue as lifekind’s evolutionary leading edge only as we live in congruence with Earth’s life supportive systems.  The alternative is to increasingly function as lifekind’s leading liability.
It is time for us to assume our conscious evolutionary role as the custodians of lifekind.
Taking the Noetic Leap

Given the implication of consciousness in our further evolutionary progress, New Thought’s contribution to our planetary role is potentially a pivotal one in the transition from genetically to noetically driven consciousness.  Homo sapiens sapiens is the creature of a genetic evolutionary leap, the increase of cranial and physiological capacities which facilitated the hand-y and linguistic manipulative abilities that empower competitive individualism.  The advent of homo custodiens is a noetic leap, an increase in conceptual ability that empowers co-operative individuality.  Though our quest for autonomous self-dominion continues, we now likewise evolve our conscious capacity for working together in “multinomous” harmony, standing all together as one on behalf of lifekind as a whole.  While our physical structure is not notably altered as a consequence of this noetic leap, the structure of our Earthly relationships is dramatically transformed as we work together co-creatively in common awareness.  The harmonious well-being of all life is the consciously intended outcome.

Our noetic leap is already reflected in an emerging shift from goal-oriented to intention-driven consciousness, as well as in such concepts as “balance of lifekind, “co-operation,” “co-creation,” “conscious evolution” and “common ground.”  (Once again, it is no mere coincidence that many of our newer thought forms take linguistic expression in words beginning with the prefixes “co-”, “con-” and “com-”, all of which designate interrelationship.)

Among the earlier contributors to the noetic leap from competitive individualism to co-operative individuality are several persons whose insights are incorporated into the New Epochal Studies Program: Marshall McLuhan (http://www.mcluhanmedia.com/), Buckminster Fuller (http://www.bfi.org/), Alan Watts (http://www.alanwatts.com/), and Nobel laureates Ilya Prigogine (http://order.ph.utexas.edu/) and David Bohm (http://world.std.com/~lo/bohm/0000.html).  The Program also incorporates the insights of numerous contemporary paradigm shifters, including Barbara Marx Hubbard (http://www.celenet.org/mindofscience/universalhuman.htm), Peter Russell (http://www.peterussell.com/index2.html), Kevin Kelly (http://staff.hotwired.com/kevin/) and Ken Wilbur (http://www.wie.org/j12/wilber.html).  

The insights of these and other persons in relationship to New Thought’s noetic potential are explored in depth and breadth, both historically and metaphysically, in a series of articles beginning at http://www.newthought.net/globalizing.htm.  The enormity of this noetic potential is reflected in the feasibility of acquainting 600 million persons (10% of the world’s population) with the New Thought paradigm by year’s end, 2005 – such being the estimated number of persons who will then be online (see http://www.newthought.net/global.htm).  And the fulfillment of New Thought’s noetic potential is being advanced by the new, online Epoch International University, whose outreach to the global learning community is reported at http://www.newthought.net/EIU.htm until the university has its own website.

In support of its own facilitation of the emerging co-operative paradigm, New Thought Network in 1996 initiated the http://www.celenet.org and http://www.mediamessage.com websites, which herald and inform the metamorphosis of homo sapiens sapiens into homo custodiens.   These and numerous other websites will support forthcoming distant learning courses in New Epochal Studies.

New Thought Network is also initiating a global “Custodians of Lifekind” conference, to be convened by the Findhorn community in Scotland or an organization with comparable international outreach. (New Epochal Studies)
We ride the crest of evolution's wave, holding the balance of lifekind in our hands.  Yet only a few "conscious evolutionaries" have recognized our emerging planetary role as homo custodiens.  [11] 
How is the search for patterns in the universe relevant to our role as homo custodiens?  In my own mind, the relationship is very clear.  It's the same relationship that a beleaguered particle physicist proclaimed before a congressional committee some years ago.  The scientist, as project director for a proposed accelerator that required massive federal funding, was being grilled concerning the project's contribution to the nation's military defense.  Though he could not promise that the proposed accelerator would produce knowledge of military value, committee members persisted in raising that question.  One congressman finally asked, in effect, "Why should we allocate so much money for something that doesn't aid the national defense?"  To which the scientist replied, "Look at it this way.  What we learn from the accelerator is not likely to increase our country's defensive capabilities.  Yet it can make our country’s way of life even more worth defending."
And so, while the search for patterns in the universe may not directly increase our ability to diversify, enhance and preserve the balance of lifekind, it certainly makes our custodianship of the planet more worthwhile--a whole lot more worthwhile. 
11. See Barry McWaters, Conscious Evolution: Personal and Planetary Transformation (San Francisco, Evolutionary Press, 1982); Earth Ethics: Evolving Values for an Earth Community, the quarterly newsletter of the Public Resource Foundation, 1815 H Street, NW, Ste 600, Washington, DC 20006; and Henry Stapp, "Quantum Theory of Consciousness" (available as paper #LBL-27543, Theoretical Physics Group, Physics Division, Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory, 1 Cyclotron Rd., Berkeley, CA, 94720). Also: Sri Aurobindo, The Future Evolution of Man (Wheaton, Ill., Quest Books, 1974); Willis Harman, Global Mind Change: The Promise of the Last Years of the Twentieth Century (Indianapolis, Knowledge Systems, Inc., 1988); Norman Myers, ed., Gaia: An Atlas of Planet Management (Garden City, NY, Anchor/Doubleday, 1984); Brian O'Leary, Exploring Inner and Outer Space: A Scientist's Perspective on Personal and Planetary Transformation (Berkeley, North Atlantic Books, 1989); Lewis J. Perelman, The Global Mind: Beyond the Limits to Growth (New York, Mason/Charter Publishers, 1976); Dane Rudhyar, The Planetarization of Consciousness: From the Individual to the Whole (New York, Aurora Press, 1970); Bob Samples, Mind of Our Mother (Reading, MA, Addison-Wesley, 1981); Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, Building the Earth (Denville, NJ, Dimension Books, 1965); Yatri, Unknown Man: The Mysterious Birth of a New Species (New York, Simon & Schuster, 1988). Arthur M. Young, The Reflexive Universe: Evolution of Consciousness (New York, Delacorte Press, 1976).
The presenters at GMU were approximately as reluctant to attribute wholeness to "mind" or "consciousness" as to "God."  It remains to be seen, therefore, how physicists will establish greater intelligibility, credibility and acceptability than the theologians who have preceded them in a comparable task of description.  
Time magazine's choice of "Endangered Earth" as Planet of the Year, in place of its usual Man of the Year, is a sign that our environmental ineptitude may also be our greatest environmental educator.  Ozone depletion, the greenhouse effect and other global 'backlash' to our mismanagement of the Earth is awakening us to our evolutionary destiny as planetary stewards.  We have much to learn about consciously managing a planet populated with billions of human beings.  What we have learned thus far is that our planet has built-in defenses against disruptive agents like ourselves.  This realization has assisted those of us who set out to "save the Earth" in the early Seventies to realize that Earth already knows how to save itself--from us! 
We have also learned that inclusive well-being is the standard of all natural systems, while every human system, whether political, economic or social, tends to assert the exclusive well-being of some at the expense of the rest.  Earth's natural systems are now signaling us that inclusive well-being is the only workable standard for human systems as well, that it is necessary for us to allow in our political-economic-social universe the same mutuality that prevails in the physical universe.  This is accomplished only as we redirect our energies from manipulation to enhancement of the natural systems that sustain us.
The Earth is teaching us how to be safe from ourselves.  Thus has the challenge of environmental education taken a quantum leap since Aldo Leopold exemplified "thinking like a mountain."  Our task today is to think like a planet--especially like one that continues to welcome our presence in its living room. (Smithsonian)
The first epoch of humankind’s evolution has been one of individuation, of our growing self-awareness, understanding, and expression of the “I” that knows itself as “me” and calls itself collectively homo sapiens sapiens (i.e., humankind presumably twice wise). New Thought has been a culminating factor in the fruition of Epoch One of conscious evolution – the 35,000-year unfoldment of personal individuation since the advent of Cro-Magnon man, which has now brought us to the threshold of Epoch Two in the evolution of our consciousness. What is required is the planetization of New Thought’s perspectives, stated in contemporary language and thought forms of connectedness that are recognizable by persons not yet acquainted with New Thought, and which have resonant compatibility with spiritual belief systems generally. (See the series of articles beginning with www.newthought.net/globalizing.htm).

In the human evolutionary epoch now dawning, we are becoming additionally conscious and expressive of the “I” that knows itself inclusively as “we,” and which may collectively be called homo custodiens – humankind as the custodian of lifekind overall. New Thought has the potential to be in the forefront of humankind’s shift to this holistic paradigm.  The operational paradigm of homo sapiens sapiens has been win-lose, a highly fractious paradigm of conquest and exploitation.  Under its spell we have “conquered” and “mastered” nature to humankind’s special advantage, subduing all other species while competing with members of our own to exploit Earth’s resources for localized personal, social, ethnic, political and economic advantage.  Ernest Holmes’ assessment of this paradigm was both metaphysically and ecologically accurate: “We cannot beat Nature at her own game, because we are some part of it.”

The fractious win-lose paradigm conditions us to think the world to pieces in ways that weaken Earth’s planetary metabolism. It is no mere coincidence that the United Nations received its initial reports of ozone depletion and the AIDs virus in the same month. The planetary and human immune systems are integrated in a manner that we are yet even willing to acknowledge, let alone to understand. Though the immense integrity of wholeness is cosmic by nature and universal in extent, the corresponding requirement for holistic living is as yet unrecognized by all but a relative handful of persons on Earth.

In contrast to the disintegrative win-lose paradigm of homo sapiens sapiens, the paradigm of emerging homo custodiens is all-win, an integrative paradigm of co-operative individuality, of humankind consciously working together in concert for the benefit of the whole Earth as a single living system.  The all-win paradigm conditions us to think the world together in ways that keep Earth whole, honoring and preserving the natural planetary balance that sustains all Earthly life, and thereby facilitating the restoration of Earth’s planetary metabolism to optimum function.  

To quote Holmes once again: “Life is one perfect Wholeness.  The Universe is a unit.  God is One….  All nature waits on man’s recognition of and co-operation with her laws, and is always ready to obey his will; but man must use Nature's forces in accordance with her laws, and in co-operation with her purposes…if he wishes to attain self-mastery.”  The alternative to self-mastery in accordance with natural law was proclaimed in Thomas Troward’s assertion that all endeavors to break natural law, whether conscious or unconscious, succeed only in our being broken upon such law.

The paradigm shift from competitive, self-serving individualism to co-operative, whole-serving individuality integrates the best of our self-serving realizations with Earth’s whole-serving systems. In the new epoch, our individualities are synergized in conscious, co-creative social synergy. Even though the separative aspects of our individuated consciousness are relinquished, the positive gains of our individuation are conserved as we consciously align with the physical and metaphysical principles of co-operation that govern the natural world and cosmos at large. As fractious win-lose thinking gives way to the integrative all-win paradigm, we cease our preoccupation with schemes of human, local and immediate well being at the expense of all other species and the less competitive members of our own.  We assume instead our transcendent planetary role of kinship with all life, by appreciating and facilitating the inclusive well being thereof.

The all-win paradigm considers our own well being to be operationally integral with lifekind’s well-being overall, thus honoring the self-evident fact that we are just as much members of lifekind as we are of humankind.  Our further individuation is in accord with Earth’s co-operational priority: maintaining the harmonious interconnectedness of all things Earthly, thereby preserving the balance that exists within us even as we exist in it. What this so-called “balance of nature” is ultimately all about is the overall balance of lifekind as a systemic whole.

Lifekind, not humankind, is our ultimate Earthly affiliation. Yet even as lifekind is the leading edge of planetary evolution, humankind is in turn the conscious leading edge of lifekind’s further evolvement.  As we realize that what we once impersonally called “the balance of nature” is actually the far more personal balance of lifekind overall, we awaken from the objective balance of nature to the subjective nature of our own individual balancing (and imbalancing) acts. 

Humankind is the only species that can both understand and consciously facilitate lifekind’s further evolution, or, alternatively, deliberately or unconsciously sabotage it. We have intimately involved ourselves with Earth’s unfolding destiny, via our physical impact on Earth’s biosphere and our powers of evolutionary intervention via atomic and genetic manipulation. On a planet whose overall function is the diversification and enhancement of lifekind while preserving lifekind's balance, any species with an ability to grossly modify Earth’s own balancing act exercises a for-better-or-worse custodial role.  Having assumed such a role willy-nilly, we may continue as lifekind’s evolutionary leading edge only as we live in mindful congruence with Earth’s life supportive systems.  The alternative is to function increasingly as lifekind’s leading liability.

It is time for us to assume our conscious evolutionary role as the custodians of lifekind overall.

Given the implication of consciousness in our further evolutionary progress, New Thought’s contribution to our planetary role may become visibly pivotal in the paradigmatic transition now underway. Homo sapiens sapiens is presently undergoing an evolutionary leap from genetically to noetically driven consciousness, an increased fruition of the cranial and physiological capacities that facilitated the hand-y and linguistic manipulative abilities that in turn have empowered competitive individualism. In contrast, the advent of homo custodiens is a noetic leap, an increase in conceptual ability that empowers co-operative individuality. Accordingly, some persons have proposed homo noeticus as the appropriate name of the emerging “new human.” And, perhaps, they are correct, in that homo noeticus may be the missing link between the apishness of tribal man and custodial humankind.

Though our quest for autonomous self-dominion continues, we now likewise evolve our conscious capacity for working together in “multinomous” harmony, standing all together as one on behalf of lifekind as a whole. While our physical structure may not be notably altered as a consequence of our noetic leap, the structure of our Earthly relationships is dramatically transformed as we work together co-creatively in shared consciousness, with the harmonious well being of all lifekind as our co-operatively intended outcome.

Our noetic leap is presently reflected in an emerging shift from the goal-oriented outward projection of human consciousness to the intention-driven inward development of consciousness, as well as in such concepts as “balance of lifekind, “co-operation,” “co-creation,” “conscious evolution” and “common ground.”  It is no mere coincidence that many of our newer thought forms take linguistic expression in words beginning with the prefixes “co-”, “con-” and “com-”, all of which designate interconnectivity, interrelationship, and cosmic independence (i.e., being in dependence on the cosmos).

Among the earlier contributors to the noetic leap from competitive individualism to co-operative individuality are several persons whose insights are incorporated into the New Paradigm Studies Program: Marshall McLuhan (www.marshallmcluhan.com), Buckminster Fuller (www.bfi.org), Alan Watts (www.alanwatts.com), and Nobel laureates Ilya Prigogine (http://order.ph.utexas.edu), Karl Pribram (www.georgetown.edu/departments/psychology/faculty/pribram.html) and David Bohm (http://twm.co.nz/Bohm.html). They also incorporate the insights of numerous contemporary paradigm shifters, including Barbara Marx Hubbard (www.evolve.org/pub/doc/index2.html), Peter Russell (www.peterussell.com/index2.html), Ken Wilber (www.worldofkenwilber.com), Kevin Kelly (www.kk.org), and Ervin Laszlo (www.club-of-budapest.com/AbouttheClub/cv_ervin_laszlo.htm and www.cts.cuni.cz/conf98/laszlo.htm#Laszlo). Of all these holistic prophets, along with others too numerous to mention, Laszlo is arguably the grandest of all synthesizers.

The insights of these and other persons in relationship to New Thought’s noetic potential are explored in depth and breadth, both historically and metaphysically, in a series of articles beginning at www.newthought.net/globalizing.htm. (POMSD)
We Are Invested with Eternity 

When a hen is born, her body is already invested with all of the ova that will eventually become her eggs.  Thus the presence of her chicks, as potentiality, already exists at her birth.  That this potential is actual, rather than merely theoretical, has been demonstrated by the electronic monitoring of unfertilized, chickless eggs.  Though presumably lifeless, such eggs nevertheless generate a subtle pulsing rhythm identical to that of a chick's heartbeat.

How far back may we trace such co-existence of the manifest and the yet-to-manifest?  According to what scientists call the anthropic principle, humankind was already immanent within the Big Bang that gave birth to our universe.  From the beginning, then, the universe has also been a you ‘n’ I verse:

The universe has made

a tremendous investment in you.

For billions of years

countless trillions of events 

occurred on Earth in such a way 

that one day

the person known as you fulfilled its possibility.

Some of these events were large ones,

like the accumulation of atmosphere.

Most were small, 

like the chain of matings

that networked their way forward 

from the origin of lifekind

through billions of links

to express just now as you.

Flowers blossom, 

trees branch, 

Earth peoples.

Like a blade of grass,

you came out of this world,

not into it.

Your existence is the current fruit

of billions of lifetimes 

that successfully continued 

until here and now

the universe also emerges through you.

Everywhen is Now

Wholeness—the universal principle of undividedness that allows nothing in the cosmos to disengage from its surroundings—is most commonly understood in terms of non-separability, the fact that nothing in the universe stands alone.  We usually contemplate the implications of this truth in terms of the interconnectivity of everything that exists in space.  Yet the truth of non-separability likewise applies to time:

     When I behold a rock 

     I also see the soil 

     that the rock shall one day be,

     the ground of lifekind's future offspring.

     When I contemplate the air

     I imagine the trillions of other creatures

     who also have been, are, and will be

     breathing it to life.

     When I observe the planet's waters

     I remember that my body,

     like the substance of all other earthly creatures,

     consists mostly of this ever-flowing 

     re-life-cycling liquid.

     When I gaze at human fabrications,

     I marvel at the fact 

     that almost all of them are made

     from substances that formerly had life.

     Nearly everything that passes through my hands

     has either been a part of something living

     or one day will be.

     I sometimes contemplate the things that come to hand, 

     to remember or to speculate about

     their once-upon-a-time and future life.

     Former lifekind fuels my car,

     clothes my body,

     heats my home,

     while lifekind yet to be

     lies dormant in nearly all that I cast off.

     Nothing in my world is fully dead.

     Like the rain, life falls in one place 

     to rise elsewhere in another.

     And wherever I see life that is no longer or not yet,

     It reminds me that I, too, am forever now.

the Tao of Lifekind:

Gaian Ecology

In the beginning (scientific version)

Earth was a sterile sphere 

of boiling oceans and barren rock.  

No living thing drew breath, 

nor moved upon the face of the deep, 

until the spark of serial immortality was struck, 

commanding: "let there be life."  

And there was life.

Earth's rock steadily eroded

while the soil of that erosion brought forth fruit.  

Lifekind flourished, 

and transformed Earth's barren surface 

to a thriving global household.

Should lifekind exist elsewhere among the stars, 

there also it must take exception 

to the usual way of things.  

The ordinary course of events is dissipation: 

    burning up, 

    wearing out, 

    running down,           

    becoming less...  

while lifekind increases. 

The command to bring forth life 

is stronger than our anti-lifekind blunderings.  

We have the power to eliminate many species

including, perhaps, our own. 

Yet the power of lifekind overall 

is greater than any force that we unleash.

Lifekind continues to flourish in 

   Hiroshima, 

Nagasaki,           

    Alamagordo 

  and Bikini. 

Such is the power of lifekind's wholeness.  And since we are the species that comprehends this power, we are also the species most responsible to this power.  Our responsibility to lifekind's well-being is in proportion to our response ability.  The Master Teacher put it this way: ". . . unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall much be expected." (Luke 12:48)

Our Earthly response ability is summarized in the commandment God gave to Adam: "Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it; and have dominion . . ." (Genesis 1:28)  When God repeated this commandment to Noah, subduing and dominion were omitted (Genesis 9:1).  Yet we've kept ourselves so preoccupied with subduing and domination that we've overlooked the requirement to replenish.  The consequence of this neglect weighs daily more heavily upon the Earth.

The remedy for our disruptive ways is to perceive ourselves from the perspective of Earth's wholeness.  From that perspective, our role within its ecology becomes quite clear:  we are the custodians of lifekind.

