Professional Lifeline

Rev. Dr. Noel Frederick McInnis 

Rev. Noel Frederick McInnis is a lifelong student of the global history of ideas; an ordained Doctorate minister of Religious Science; an Internet Minister-at-Large for the New Thought movement; and the facilitator of a global online ministry on behalf of the healing power of forgiveness and non-adversarial advocacy. He was one of the founders of the North American environmental education movement in the 1970’s; the managing editor of Marilyn Ferguson’s Brain/Mind Bulletin from 1980-83; and from 1985-2002 the pastor of several churches of Religious Science, one of which he co-founded with is second wife, Rita. 
Rev. McInnis has authored or co-authored numerous books, including Can Man Care for the Earth? (co-author, 1972), You Are An Environment (1973), The Power of Commitment (co-author, 1985), and is presently writing two forthcoming books entitled Forgiving Myself: Being Who I Am By Forgiving Who I Am Not and The Science of Minding My Own Business: A First-Person(al) Appreciation of Ernest Holmes’ Spiritual Philosophy
University-trained (1954-63) as an undergraduate student of journalism and a graduate student of the intellectual history of the U. S., Europe and Russia, and ongoingly self-educated in numerous emerging fields of consciousness study (including the ecology of perception, holistic spirituality, the philosophy of wholeness, general systems theory, organizational transformation, transpersonal psychology and psychotherapy, spiritual economics, and other integral perspectives), Rev. McInnis has applied and shared his learning in a variety of educational, editorial and ministerial settings.  

From 1965-1977, while teaching at community college and university levels, and authoring or editing numerous articles, curriculum materials and several books, Rev. McInnis was immersed in academic administration, curriculum and instructional development, educational consulting for numerous state, federal and private organizations, and direction of a non-profit educational foundation (The Center for Curriculum Design in Evanston, Illinois) that received $250,000 in corporate funding to support his role as a principal co-founder of the environmental education movement in North America. During the 1972-1973 school year, with the additional support of a $60,000 grant from the U.S. Office of Education for the nationwide development of environmental education programs, he convened eight regional workshops Evanston, Seattle, Oakland, Austin, Lincoln, Atlanta, Washington, DC, and at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. These workshops gathered an average of 70 educators, students, public officials, and business/civic/professional leaders, including representatives of state and federal land and resource management agencies, and public information personnel from regional and national corporations who were seeking to be environmentally responsible.
From 1979-96, in addition to ministerial studies and subsequent church ministries, Rev. McInnis taught nearly two dozen successive classes on the foundations of New Thought and its relationship to science, mysticism, philosophy and ethics, at the various campuses (Los Angeles, San Francisco, Denver, Seattle) of the United Church of Religious Science school of ministry (since named the Ernest Holmes Institute). He was also successively an editorial assistant and member of the editorial advisory board for Science of Mind Publications. He facilitated the reprinting of Ernest Holmes’ Seminar Lectures and The Voice Celestial, and the Concordance to the Science of Mind textbook (verifying the accuracy of all 18,000+ entries in the latter). From 1989-1991 he authored a monthly Science of Mind magazine column, “The Perception of Wholeness”, and has since had several articles and interviews published in the magazine. 

From 1980-83 he was the managing editor of Marilyn Ferguson’s Brain/Mind Bulletin, tracking the metaphysical implications and impacts of the neurosciences as well as of the new cosmology emerging from quantum-relativistic physics, the science of holography, cybernetics, and chaos theory. From 1983-1993, he was the editor of Barbara Marx Hubbard’s massive Book of Co-Creation and its related publications, including her 1993 book, Revelation: Our Crisis is a Birth. 

From 1985-92 Rev. McInnis and his wife, Rita, were the founding co-ministers of the National Science of Mind Center in Washington, D.C. (now the Celebration Center of Religious Science in Falls Church, VA.).  He became an ordained minister of Religious Science (UCRS) in 1989, and a doctorate minister in 2001.
Moving to the San Francisco area in 1992, Rev. McInnis served two successive Religious Science churches while providing Internet services to the New Thought movement. Through his New Thought Network website (www.newthought.net), he maintains an Internet-based ministry to the New Thought movement overall. In addition, he conducts a global cyberspace ministry on behalf of the healing power of forgiveness, which includes teaching several times each year an online forgiveness course for AllLearn Inc., a website-based educational consortium of Oxford, Yale, and Stanford Universities; co-facilitating a global support network for persons who commit to making forgiveness a life priority (www.forgivenessfirst.com); and co-creating with others a global holiday, International Forgiveness Day, to be observed annually in each of the world’s 300+ nations and territories on the first Sunday of August (www.forgivenessday.org). He additionally maintains a website featuring his personal perspective on forgiveness, www.choosingforgiveness.org.
Rev. McInnis evolved through two earlier marriages, by the first of which he is the father of two grown children: daughter Holly, a United Airlines pilot; and son Scott, an anesthesiologist. He is presently thriving in his third marriage to Heidy Balazsy, while synthesizing his multi-varied past experience in a life-culminating global ministry devoted to globalizing non-adversarial advocacy and mindfulness of forgiveness in family, community, organizational, and vocational settings.
Upon retiring from pulpit ministry in 2002, Rev. McInnis sought the ideal spiritual milieu in which to pursue his life-culminating ministry. He and Heidy (a daycare teacher) moved from the San Francisco Bay area to the Portland area, where he has become active as chaplain to the governing boards of New Thought Ministries of Oregon and the Northwest New Thought Ministries Association. He has also become an adjunct faculty member at New West Seminary in Oregon City (www.newwestseminary.org), a member of the Portland Elders Council, and the principal facilitator of the Awakened Vocation Network, an association of persons in the Portland-Vancouver area who are pursuing their vocations of destiny, á la Howard Thurman’s proclamation:
Don't ask yourself what the world needs, ask yourself what makes you come alive.  

And then go do that. Because what the world most needs are people who have come alive.
