Life on the Global Brain

Humankind is now awakening to its role as a planetary caretaker species, homo custodiens. We represent Earth’s ecological and evolutionary processes becoming self-aware and mindfully self-directive of their own ongoing functions and further development. Our species is therefore emerging as a collective global brain, and it behooves us to get good at it. Fortunately, a single set of known and practicable principles of deep ecology governs the unfoldment of our own individual destinies as well as those of humankind, our planet, and the cosmos overall. These principles and their practice are reviewed in the first session of this class, and examined in depth in following sessions.

Facilitator’s Biography

Noel Frederick McInnis is a holistic educator, author, editor, musician, songwriter, poet, storyteller, humorist, and minister of applied spirituality. He was a co-founder of the North American environmental education movement in the 1960’s and 1970’s, the managing editor of Marilyn Ferguson’s Brain/Mind Bulletin from 1980-83, and has served as pastor of several churches of applied spirituality, whose principles he now teaches at New West Seminary in Oregon City.

[Additional biographical background]
I am a lifelong student of Western and Eastern spirituality, the editor of Barbara Marx Hubbard’s magnum opus entitled The Book of Co-creation (1983-93), and have co-authored and edited numerous other books, including Can Man Care for the Earth? (co-author, 1972), You Are An Environment (author, 1973), The Power of Commitment (co-author, 1985). I am presently writing a forthcoming book entitled Forgiving Myself: Being Who I Am by Forgiving Who I Am Not.

I conduct a global, Internet-based ministry that includes online teaching of a forgiveness course for a website-based consortium of Oxford, Yale, and Stanford Universities; co-facilitate the Forgiveness First Initiative, a global support network for persons who have committed to making the release of grievances their permanent top priority; and am co-creating with others a global holiday, International Forgiveness Day, to be observed annually in each of the world’s 300+ nations and territories on the first Sunday of August.  In support of my online ministry, I oversee or maintain several forgiveness-related websites, including www.forgivenessday.org, www.forgivenessfirst.com, www.choosingforgiveness.org, and (forthcoming) www.forgivingmyself.com.

