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Donna Zajonc is a non-partisan political leadership coach, semi-
nar leader, keynote speaker and author of The Politics of Hope: 
Reviving the Dream of Democracy (published in October, 2004 by 
Synergy Books).  

She brings her experience as a three-term Oregon Legislator and 
political organizer to her non-partisan work in the arena of public 
leadership education and community building seminars.  In addi-
tion to serving as a legislator, Donna was her party’s nominee for 
Secretary of State, a gubernatorial campaign manager, business 
owner, nurse, mental health advocate, one of American’s Ten 
Outstanding Young Women and participant in interna-
tional women-leaders initiatives in Islamic countries.  
She has led a number of community-wide campaigns, 

including school and recreation bond initiatives, arts fundraising drives, 
and private non-profit capital projects. 

Donna is co-founder of the Bainbridge Leadership Center and director of 
the center’s Public Leadership domain.  She is co-chair of the political lead-
ership coaching Special Interest Group (SIG), within the International 
Coach Federation (ICF) and is a Certified Professional Coach (CPC).  Donna 
earned an undergraduate degree in nursing from the University of Missouri 
and a master’s degree in community affairs and public policy from the Uni-
versity of Oregon.   

As a new graduate of the University of Missouri School of Nursing, Donna joined VISTA 
(Volunteers in Service to America) and worked two years with the Klamath Indians as-
sisting in creating the first Indian dental clinic and Indian alcoholism program. In 1978 
she became Oregon’s first elected nurse and later was the chief sponsor of Oregon’s 
new “get tough on drunk driving” laws and chaired the Governor’s Task Force of Mental 
Health. In addition, she served as Assistant Minority Leader in the House of Represen-
tatives, Vice Chair of the Trade and Economic Development Committee and House Elec-

tions Committee. 

As an entrepreneur, she owned and 
managed her own chain of food fran-
chises, employing 75 employees, and 
served as the chair of the national fran-
chise advisory board. 

Last summer, Donna co-lead a Depart-
ment of State sponsored Women’s Initia-
tive Campaign for 60 Islamic women 

from Algeria, Tunisia and Morocco. The purpose of the seminar was to encourage and 
support Islamic women to become more involved in their governments. 

She is also co-authoring Healing America’s Polarization: Harnessing the Power of Our 
Cultural Divide, along with her partner, David Womeldorff. Donna states the purpose of 
her work is to “be a catalyst for a new era of political collaboration and transform our 
political system for the sake of generations to come.” You may learn more about Donna 
by visiting her website: www.politicsofhope.com.  

About Donna Zajonc 

I was impressed with Donna’s 

empathy.  She understands the 

need to balance all of the compet-

ing interests, personal and profes-

sional, that emerge in public ser-

vice.   

Lynne Ashbeck,  
Councilwoman and 2003-2005 
Mayor, Clovis, CA 

"Put together a good thinker, a savvy practi-

cal politician, and an excellent spiritual 

teacher and you have Donna Zajonc! She is 

saying to a larger world what many of us are 

only saying in our smaller worlds."   

(Fr.) Richard Rohr 
Author of over a dozen books, including  
Simplicity: The Freedom of Letting Go 

B a i n b r i d g e  L e a d e r s h i p  C e n t e r  
F a c i l i t a t i n g  e m e r g e n t  l e a d e r s h i p  f o r  a n  i n t e g r a l  w o r l d .  

http://www.politicsofhope.com/�

	"Put together a good thinker, a savvy practical politician, and an excellent spiritual teacher and you have Donna Zajonc! She is saying to a larger world what many of us are only saying in our smaller worlds."  
	(Fr.) Richard Rohr
Author of over a dozen books, including 
Simplicity: The Freedom of Letting Go
	Bainbridge Leadership Center
Facilitating emergent leadership for an integral world.
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