**Collaborating for World-Wide Well-Being, Peace, and Environmental Integrity**
We Are the Custodians of Lifekind

We are the first species that actually has the possibility of caring about all the other species. [Human beings are] the space in which the comprehensive compassion that pervades the universe from the very beginning now begins to surface within consciousness.

Brian Swimme
I am inviting you to associate yourself in a network whose vision and mission is to nurture the human capacity to be the custodians of our planet’s life force. Known as the Global Brain Empowerment Network, the purpose of this network is to complement our passion for personal individualism with compassionate collaboration in nurturance of such mutually common interests as the desire for peace and environmental integrity. 
The Global Brain Empowerment Network derives its name from the metaphoric title of an inspiring book and video produced by physicist Peter Russell in the early 1980’s. In that book, and in the video you are about to see, Russell presents a hypothesis that another writer, Ken Carey, summarized as follows:

The field of collective human consciousness is now entering the final stages of its awakening process, as the organ of consciousness - similar in function to a brain - of a single planetary being, a being with internal organs of oceans, forests, ecosystems and atmosphere. The human species is an emerging global brain, both for processing all planetary information and for directing Earth’s future development. 
–Ken Carey (paraphrased)
More simply put, we are awakening to our planetary role as a species, which is to become conscious of the mothering aspect of Mother Earth and to honor it from the perspective of planetary husbandry. We are nothing less than our planet’s custodial species of lifekind overall.
From Passionate Individuality to Compassionate Collaboration

The prevailing perceptual paradigm of the past several centuries has been one of fragmentive diversity – the individuation of wholes into parts. The tendency has been to reduce matter to its constituent parts, while reducing people to so-called “nuclear families” and “rugged individuals.” A passion for reducing wholes to parts – for perceiving the world to pieces – has become the paradigmatic outlook on all things.
A new paradigmatic order is now called for, in which the passion for individuation is complemented by compassionate collaboration that perceives diversity within an all-pervading dynamic of inclusivity. In the ecology of nature, diversity is the foundation of community. It is by means of diversity in collaborative union that ecosystems sustain themselves. When their diversity is lost they become deserts and dustbowls. 

I assessed the cost of perceiving the world to pieces in a poem that I wrote for the celebration of Earth Day in 1975:

Earth is a single household.
The planet's winds and waters see to that, 
so interlinked are they
that each square mile of earthly surface
contains some stuff from every other mile.

Some say the winds alone
carried topsoil from the 1930's Dust Bowl
three times around the Earth
before the atmosphere was cleansed of it.

Today, Earth's soiled air disseminates
exhaust of billions of tailpipes and chimneys,
while the global network of her waterways
spreads other human waste around the planet.

As we alter thus the content of Earth's atmosphere,
and tamper with the chemistry of her waters,
we take her life into our hands
along with all lifekind that's yet to come.

Earth is a single household, but the homestead is not ours;
we are only visitors in the living room of those about to follow,
caretakers of the hospitality and shelter that our children's home affords.

Our children, not ourselves, are the earthly homestead's host,
and we are but their household's privileged guests.

Why then do we abuse their mansion so,
as if we had the right to wreck their residence?
What have they and their children done
to earn a life of struggling to restore what we've undone?

Of what crimes do we hold Earth's children guilty,
that we sentence them to life at such hard labor?
And what are we doing to our children's living room,
as we trample, scrape and pave its carpet bare?

Our children ask the Earth for bread.
Are we giving them a stone?

The paradigm of perceiving the world to pieces evoked the passionate individuality that has freed us to live as insular citizens and consumers. The time is now at hand to evoke our capacity for compassionate collaboration, which mutually empowers all of us to be far more effective as a whole than any of us can be when acting in fragmentive isolation.
In the last century we were individually liberated and empowered to make a positive difference in the quality of our personal and family environments. In the new century we shall be mutually liberated and empowered to make a positive difference in the quality of our shared environments – from our neighborhoods and communities to our nations and our planetary homestead. 

It is only by mutual collaboration on a planetary scale that we can realize our highest shared aspirations, such as global peace and world-wide respect for environmental integrity. Planetary collaboration is increasingly essential, for only by mutual realization of our shared aspirations may we empower the full realization of our individual ones.

Aspirations to world-wide peace and environmental integrity are what some call “pipe dreams” and what others liken to “castles in the air.” Our right relationship to such lofty aspirations was proclaimed by the 19th-century visionary, Henry David Thoreau: “If you have built castles in the air, your work need not be lost; that is where they should be. Now put the foundations under them.”

Putting a compassionately collaborative foundation under our lofty aspirations for world-wide peace and environmental integrity is the objective of the newly emerging Global Brain Empowerment Network (GBEN), a collaborative planetary initiative now taking form in the Portland-Vancouver area. Instead of being yet another well-intentioned yet limited voice for global integrity, GBEN’s intention is to cross-catalyze and synergize, and thereby super-size the voices of aspiration that presently speak in self-limiting isolation from one another.

Many people associate the word “diversity” as synonymous with race. A thriving spiritual community reflects a far greater diversity than that, namely a diversity of interests, race, ethnicity, gender, age, lifestyle, sexual preferences, philosophies, political outlooks, social concerns, economic status, healing modalities, and so forth.

What the world needs most today is a model of thriving spiritual community. Those of us who are committed to our spiritual family being such a model are meeting early this afternoon at xxx p.m., and we invite any of you who would like to support us in that commitment to join our meeting, which will be held at xxx. 

Once again: that’s xxx p.m. at xxxx.

As a New Thought church, we specialize in healing via affirmative prayer and the services of our licensed spiritual practitioners of such prayer. There are, however, numerous other valid modalities of healing, including therapeutic touch, massage therapy, muscle testing, vibrational realignment, and psychic attunement to mention just a few. Along with some others who specialize in one of these alternative modalities, I envision our spiritual family as one that is open to a diversity of healing practices and practitioners thereof.

The 20th century witnessed the individual empowerment of each of us, as isolated voters, consumers, and citizens. The 21st century will witness the mutual empowerment of all of us, whose collaborative impact is far more effective than any of us can be when acting in isolation.

In the last century we were individually liberated and empowered to make a positive difference in the quality of our personal and family environments. In the new century we shall be mutually liberated and empowered to make a positive difference in the quality of our shared environments – from our neighborhoods and communities to our nations and our planetary homestead. 

It is only by mutual collaboration on a planetary scale that we can realize our highest shared aspirations, such as global peace and world-wide respect for environmental integrity. Planetary collaboration is increasingly essential, for only by mutual realization of our shared aspirations may we empower the full realization of our individual ones.

Aspirations to world-wide peace and environmental integrity are what some call “pipe dreams” and what others liken to “castles in the air.” Our right relationship to such lofty aspirations was proclaimed by the 19th-century visionary, Henry David Thoreau: “If you have built castles in the air, your work need not be lost; that is where they should be. Now put the foundations under them.”

Putting a foundation under our lofty aspirations for world-wide peace and environmental integrity is the objective of the newly emerging Global Brain Empowerment Network (GBEN), a collaborative planetary initiative now taking form in the Portland-Vancouver area. Instead of being yet another well-intentioned yet limited voice for global integrity, GBEN’s intention is to cross-catalyze and synergize, and thereby super-size the voices of aspiration that presently speak in self-limiting isolation from one another.

Xxxxx
All of us know more than any of us about living in integrity, peace and harmony with one another and our planet. It is therefore time for all of us to be heard. 

It is time for all of us who are speaking in relative isolation from one another to be heard in unison as one another.

Direction and focus. Call forth 

At the same time, they have also witnessed an increasing circumstantial frustration of that power.   the inability to it is time to exercise their powers collaboratively.  

Global Brain Empowerment Network (GBEN) is an emerging association of individuals, groups, organizations, and other networks committed to collaborative, non-adversarial practices that support global peace and environmental integrity.

It takes about 10 billion atoms to form a complex living cell, then 10 billion cells to form a complex self-conscious brain. As we approach the same number of human brains that are rapidly interlinking via global electronic networks, this could represent a similar clumping of the nerve cells of an emerging global brain. ​-Peter Russell

The field of collective human consciousness is now entering the final stages of its awakening process, as the organ of consciousness - similar in function to a brain - of a single planetary being, a being with internal organs of oceans, forests, ecosystems and atmosphere. The human species is an emerging global brain, both for processing all planetary information and for directing Earth’s future development. 
–Ken Carey (paraphrased)
The Global Brain Empowerment Network (GBEN) is an emerging association of individuals, groups, organizations, and other networks committed to collaborative, non-adversarial practices that support global peace and environmental integrity.

at the Portland Convention Center on VISION:

To create in the Pacific Northwest and beyond an ongoing network of individuals and organizations who are committed to non-adversarial practices that support global peace and environmental integrity.

MISSION:

To enroll the commitment of 2,000-plus Northwest area persons and 100 businesses and organizations in non-adversarial efforts and practices that empower personal and planetary peace and environmental integrity.

GBEN Conference will serve planetary wholeness by:

1.  Providing individuals the focus, motivation and resources needed to put their good intentions to work.

2.  Serving to further connect isolated cells of networks already involved in this planetary causes.

3.  Providing a visible platform and nexus for further awakening in the Northwest.

4.  Bringing greater awareness of the objectives, resources, and opportunities for involvement to mainstream attention.

 Connect --Join the newly configuring Global brain empowerment network for individuals and organizations committed to holistic, non-adversarial, collaborative practices and programs that support inner and global peace and environmental integrity.

Come Together--Gather with 2000 or more members of the GBEN on the weekend of Septmber 23-25, 2005 at the Oregon Convention Center for the first Global Brain Empowerment Conference featuring interactive sharing of the practices which are moving us through the present crisis of human evolution to a sustainable, co-creative future. 

Conference consultants include Peter Russell, author of The Global Brain, Barbara Marx Hubbard, author of Revelation: Our Crisis is a Birth, and Duane Elgin, author of….. Breakout sessions will focus on practices and programs involved in “healing selves and humankind, lifekind and the planet.”

This exciting conference is designed to link the energy and experience of the many creative, committed groups and persons in the Portland-Vancouver area and beyond who are answering the call of personal and planetary transformation. 

Here’s how to join:  (add the facts here)
Thinking the World Together

A Video Introduction to The Global Brain
Fade from the title (“Thinking the World Together”) into a photographic image of the Whole Earth, upon which a superimposed quotation is faded in:

Once we have a photograph of the Earth as seen from outer space

a new idea as powerful as any in history will let loose.
- Fred Hoyle (paraphrased), 1948
Narrative:

Astronomer Fred Hoyle’s prophesy concerning the impact of a photograph of the Earth came to pass within a mere two decades. The “Whole Earth” image not only became an instant global icon, it likewise became humanity’s first spiritual icon as well. 

In contrast to religious icons, all of which are particular to specific times, places, and cultures, spiritual icons transcend all of the particulars that divide humankind by calling our attention to what unites all species in all places and at all times. Spiritual icons embody the quality of wholeness without the limiting point of view that characterizes religious icons.

Fade into an image of the world thinking itself together, upon which is subsequently faded in the superimposed quotation:
The field of collective human consciousness is now entering the final stages of its awakening process, as the organ of consciousness - similar in function to a brain - of a single planetary being, a being with internal organs of oceans, forests, ecosystems and atmosphere. The human species is an emerging global brain, both for processing all planetary information and for directing Earth’s future development. –Ken Carey (paraphrased)
Narrative:

This image of our world thinking itself together represents a radically new way of perceiving our relationship to our planetary homestead. The time is at hand for us to realize that what our planet puts together is not ours to put asunder. It is time for us to realize that we are wedded to our planet for better or for worse, and to cease doing the things that make it worse. It is time for us to take the long view of our planetary homestead, to see it from the perspective of the grandchildren of those who are even now just beginning to take form in their mothers’ wombs.

The nature of our marriage to our planetary homestead is suggested in a poem that takes the long view of our relationship to the Earth:

Fade in the following verses successively, as they are being read by the narrator: 

Earth is a single household.
The planet's winds and waters see to that, 
so interlinked are they
that each square mile of earthly surface
contains some stuff from every other mile.
Some say the winds alone
carried topsoil from the 1930's Dust Bowl
three times around the Earth
before the atmosphere was cleansed of it.

Today, Earth's soiled air disseminates
exhaust of billions of tailpipes and chimneys,
while the global network of her waterways
spreads other human waste around the planet.

As we alter thus the content of Earth's atmosphere,
and tamper with the chemistry of her waters,
we take her life into our hands
along with all lifekind that's yet to come.

Earth is a single household,
but the homestead is not ours;
we are only visitors
in the living room of those about to follow,
caretakers of the hospitality
and shelter that our children's home affords.

Our children,
not ourselves,
are the earthly homestead's host,
and we are but their household's privileged guests.

Why then do we abuse their mansion so,
as if we had the right to wreck their residence?
What have they and their children done
to earn a life of struggling
to restore what we've undone?

Of what crimes do we hold Earth's children guilty,
that we sentence them to life at such hard labor?
And what are we doing to our children's living room,
as we trample, scrape and pave its carpet bare?

Our children ask the Earth for bread.
Are we giving them a stone?

After many centuries of thinking the world to pieces in exploitation of its resources at the expense of other species, the time is now urgently at hand for humankind to assume its planetary function of thinking the world together on behalf of the well-being of lifekind overall. We are presently being called to honor an ancient commandment, a commandment to be fruitful on behalf of replenishing the Earth rather than on behalf of its depletion. We are being called to mindful custodianship of our planet’s further evolution.

It is in answer to that call that a network ….. Global Brain Empowerment Network is taking form, 

Global Brain Empowerment Conference 2005

Healing selves, healing humankind, healing lifekind and the planet.

The field of collective human consciousness is now entering the final stages of the awakening process, congealing into awareness of itself as the organ of consciousness (similar in function to a brain) of a single planetary being, a being with internal organs of oceans, forests, ecosystems and atmosphere.  Humankind is its system both for processing information and for directing its future development.  -Ken Carey

The point of all evolution up to this stage is the creation of a collective organism of Mind.

With cyberspace, we are, in effect, hard-wiring the collective consciousness.

-John Perry Barlow
It takes about 10 billion atoms to form a complex living cell, then 10 billion cells to form a complex self-conscious brain. As we approach the same number of human brains that are rapidly interlinking via global electronic networks, this could represent a similar clumping of the nerve cells of an emerging global brain. ​-Peter Russell
Are we the means of Earth’s awakening to its full potential as a life-giving entity?
May we empower this potential by becoming our planet’s keeper?
Global Brain Empowerment Network (GBEN) is an emerging association of individuals, groups, organizations, and other networks committed to collaborative, non-adversarial practices that support global peace and environmental integrity.

To create in the Pacific Northwest and beyond an ongoing network of individuals and organizations who are committed to non-adversarial practices that support global peace and environmental integrity.

MISSION:

To enroll the commitment of 2,000-plus Northwest area persons and 100 businesses and organizations in non-adversarial efforts and practices that empower personal and planetary peace and environmental integrity.

GBEN Conference will serve planetary wholeness by:

1.  Providing individuals the focus, motivation and resources needed to put their good intentions to work.

2.  Serving to further connect isolated cells of networks already involved in this planetary causes.

3.  Providing a visible platform and nexus for further awakening in the Northwest.

4.  Bringing greater awareness of the objectives, resources, and opportunities for involvement to mainstream attention.

 Connect --Join the newly configuring Global brain empowerment network for individuals and organizations committed to holistic, non-adversarial, collaborative practices and programs that support inner and global peace and environmental integrity.

Come Together--Gather with 2000 or more members of the GBEN on the weekend of Septmber 23-25, 2005 at the Oregon Convention Center for the first Global Brain Empowerment Conference featuring interactive sharing of the practices which are moving us through the present crisis of human evolution to a sustainable, co-creative future. 
Conference consultants include Peter Russell, author of The Global Brain, Barbara Marx Hubbard, author of Revelation: Our Crisis is a Birth, and Duane Elgin, author of….. Breakout sessions will focus on practices and programs involved in “healing selves and humankind, lifekind and the planet.”

This exciting conference is designed to link the energy and experience of the many creative, committed groups and persons in the Portland-Vancouver area and beyond who are answering the call of personal and planetary transformation. 
Here’s how to join:  (add the facts here)
Between now and September 24, 2005, thousands of persons will address these and related questions at numerous showings in the Portland-Vancouver area of the half-hour documentary video, The Global Brain. Selected viewers will subsequently participate in the September 24 Global Brain Empowerment Conference, where Peter Russell, author of The Global Brain book and video, Duane Elgin, author of Volunteer Simplicity and Promise Ahead, and other globally aware consultants will facilitate our engagement in non-adversarial practices and programs for healing persons, communities, nations, humankind at large, and the planet as a whole.
The September gathering will empower numerous faith communities, environmental organizations, and community, business, and public interest groups to participate in what Russell foresees as “The Great Awakening” of humankind’s collective consciousness to its planetary role. (See http://www.newconnexion.net/article/11-04/russell.html)
Prior attendance at a presentation of The Global Brain video is pre-requisite to being selected for Conference participation. Dozens of volunteers are being prepared to facilitate these pre-conference briefings, whose questions and insights will shape the Conference program and other projects for global brain empowerment.
To attend a pre-conference briefing session, or a coaching session for your own facilitation of such briefings, please email, call or write:
Global Brain Empowerment Network, 8855 SW Holly Street, Ste. 111, Wilsonville, OR 97070

503/570-4331 - noelmcinnis@forgivenessfirst.com
See over for additional Global Brain perspectives ►►►►►►
British astronomer Sir Fred Hoyle predicted in 1948: “Once a photograph of the Earth, taken from the outside, is available…a new idea as powerful as any in history will let loose.” This new idea was articulated by astronaut Rusty Schweickart as follows:  

You realize that on that small spot, that little blue and white thing, is everything that means anything to you—all of history and music and poetry and art and death and birth and love, tears, joy, games—all of it on that little spot out there.... You recognize that you are a piece of this total life.... And when you come back there is a difference in that world now. There is a difference in that relationship between you and that planet and you and all those other life forms on that planet, because you've had that kind of experience.
As Jennifer Cobb Kreisberg observed in Wired magazine (quoting Marshall McLuhan, who coined the term “global village” and asserted that “In the electric age we wear all mankind as our skin”):

“Through the discovery yesterday of the railway, the motor car and the airplane, the physical influence of each man, formerly restricted to a few miles, now extends to hundreds of leagues or more. Better still: thanks to the prodigious biological event represented by the discovery of electromagnetic waves, each individual finds himself henceforth (actively and passively) simultaneously present, over land and sea, in every corner of the earth." This simultaneous quality, McLuhan believed, "provides our lives again with a tribal base." But this time around, the tribe comes together on a global playing field.
And as environmentalist Joe Miller speculated in the mid 1960’s: 

If the Earth were only a few feet in diameter, floating a few feet above a field somewhere, people would come from everywhere to marvel at it. People would walk around it, marveling at its big pools of water, its little pools and the water flowing between the pools. People would marvel at the bumps on it, and the holes in it, and they would marvel at the very thin layer of gas surrounding it and the water suspended in the gas. The people would marvel at all the creatures walking around the surface of the ball, and at the creatures in the water. The people would declare it as sacred because it was the only one, and they would protect it so that it would not be hurt. The ball would be the greatest wonder known, and people would come to pray to it, to be healed, to gain knowledge, to know beauty and to wonder how it could be. People would love it, and defend it with their lives, knowing that their own roundness could be nothing without it.

If the Earth were only a few feet in diameter.
Also written in the mid 1960’s: 

Earth is a single household. The planet's winds and waters see to this, so interlinked are they that each square mile of earthly surface contains some stuff from every other mile. Some say the winds alone carried topsoil from the 1930's Dust Bowl three times around the Earth before the atmosphere was cleansed of it.

Today, Earth's soiled air disseminates the exhaust of billions of tailpipes and chimneys, while the global network of her waterways spreads other human waste around the planet. As we alter thus the content of Earth's atmosphere, and tamper with the chemistry of her waters, we take her life into our hands along with all lifekind that's yet to come.

Earth is a single household, but the homestead is not ours. We are only visitors in the living room of those about to follow, caretakers of the hospitality and shelter that our children's home affords. Our children, not ourselves, are our earthly homestead's host, and we are but their household's privileged guests.

Why then do we abuse our children’s mansion so, as if we had the right to wreck their residence? What have they, their children, and their children’s children done to earn a life of struggling to restore what we've undone? Of what crimes do we hold Earth's unborn children guilty, that we sentence them to life at such hard labor? And what are we doing to their living room, as we trample, scrape and pave its carpet bare?

Our children ask the Earth for bread. Are we giving them a stone?  -Noel McInnis

*************

The human heart may go the length of God.

Dark and cold we may be.

This is no winter now.

The frozen misery of centuries cracks, breaks, begins to move.

The thunder is the thunder of the floes, the thaw, the flood, the upstart spring.

Thank God our time is now, when wrong comes up to meet us everywhere,

never to leave us 'til we take the greatest stride of soul folk ever took.

Affairs are now soul-size.

The enterprise is exploration into God.

But what are you waiting for?

It takes so many thousand years to wake.

But will you wake, for pity's sake?

-Christopher Fry, A Sleep of  Prisoners
