Personifying Forgiveness

It has been said in so many ways:

“You cannot travel the path until you become the path." -Buddha
“As within, so without.  You cannot think one thing and produce another.” -Emmet Fox
“You must be the change you wish to see in the world.” -Gandhi
Forgiveness is the release of every perception, attitude and feeling that keeps me from being the beneficial presence in the world that I would have others be with me. Hence my declaration of heartfelt intention:

I am here to be a beneficial presence to all concerned, to be more than an extension of humankind's inhumanities to other human kindred.

I am here to be a beneficial presence to all concerned, to be more than a reactionary impulse that creates me in the image of those others whose own impulses I outwardly discredit.
I am here to be a beneficial presence to all concerned, to be more than an instrument of the either/or retaliatory worldview that feeds the cycle of mutual vengeance and revengeance.

I am here to be a beneficial presence to all concerned, to be more than an agent of those whose purpose is to shape, direct, instruct or otherwise conform me to their own objectives.

I am here to be a beneficial presence to all concerned, to be more than a mere defender of the things that I possess, of the thoughts that I profess, and of the feelings that I express.

I am here to be a beneficial presence to all concerned, to be more than a mere representation of self-defeating teachings, preachments and ideologies, of outworn trends and fashions, of conventional wisdoms handed down, of yesterday's reasons handed over, and of momentary meanings that last only for a season.

Although I sometimes witness to many of the things that I know myself to be more than, my truest witness will prevail when I have forgiven and released myself from whatever obscures the truth to which my being testifies: I am here to be a beneficial presence to all concerned.

And just how may I express my beneficial presence?

By living from moment to moment in this very question, rather than by any final answer.

[The above declaration of intention was written in the immediate aftermath of 9/11]

