EMPOWERMENT ECONOMICS

I am 100% in support of Gov. Dean’s alternative to “Enron economics.”  I also feel that his alterative will be far more tangible to voters when it is recognizable via an equally memorable term. I suggest “empowerment economics” as the contrasting term to “Enron economics,” for the reasons that follow.

Enron economics is now so pervasive in the corporate world that the word “economics” is becoming synonymous with “Enronomics.” The time has come to reverse this creeping U.S. regime change, along with its encroachment on the rest of the world by Enronizing (the politically corrected term is “globalizing”) the overall international economy.

I propose the contrasting designation “empowerment economics” because the consistent bottom line of Gov. Dean’s prospective policies is enhancement-via-empowerment of the well-being of every American citizen, whether politically, commercially, educationally, medically, or otherwise. By contrast, the tendency of corporate bottom-line runners today is the commercial exploitation-via-disempowerment of their employees in the immediate run, of the American public in the short run, and of every planetary citizen in the long run. Nor does it stop there, because Enronomics is a threat not only to humankind. It threatens the well-being of lifekind overall.

Gov. Dean’s citizen-empowering policies appreciate both the material and transcendent worth of individuals. In stark contrast, the prevailing corporate disregard of all non-monetary values depreciates the individual worth of all concerned, on behalf of a single objective: the millionairization of top management and stockholders. 

The dynamics of appreciating and depreciating value are utterly familiar to realtors, appraisers, and other assessors of so-called "real" property, who routinely associate “appreciation” with increase of value and “depreciation” with diminishment of value. 

Nothing is more real to me than the sovereign property of my own individual being, whose self-dominion is either appreciated or depreciated by the surrounding dominion of those who politically and economically govern me. Gov. Dean promises to restore government that enhances rather than exploits American citizenry thereby appreciating (increasing) my value as a citizen rather than depreciating (diminishing) my value á la the enshrined Enronomics of the present political regime.

Gov. Dean’s support of “empowerment economics” has an illustrious history, which he cited in the formal announcement of his Presidential candidacy when he quoted a 17th century governor of the Massachusetts Bay Colony, John Winthrop: "We shall be as one. We must delight in each other, make others' conditions our own; rejoice together, mourn together, labor and suffer together." Such mutual empowerment was also integral to the concept of a liberating economy in the minds of Adam Smith and other classical economists, who envisioned a dynamic economic whole that is greater than the sum of its parts for the sake of thereby appreciating all of its parts. 

Under both the Republican and Democratic administrations of the past century and a half this vision of a liberating dynamic whole has been systematically conformed to the dominating corporate cronyism that now permeates the financial infrastructure of both parties, and does so with open and brazen braggadocio by the Republican party. Gov. Dean’s “empowerment economics” restores integrity to the U.S. political process and its electorate overall, which is why he is gathering such broad support.

Adoption of the term “empowerment economics” is further precedented by the brilliant analysis of political scientist Elmer E. Schattschneider in his books, The Semi-Sovereign People (1960) and Two Hundred Million Americans in Search of a Government (1969). Schattschneider demonstrated quite persuasively that the way to accomplish a decisive victory in a closely divided electorate is to redefine the issues so that millions of former non-voters (i.e., those who have been feel disempowered) are attracted to the voting booth because they feel that they have at last been included in the redefinition.

This is precisely what Gov. Dean is doing with his empowerment economics. They are bound to catch on because the vast majority of U.S. citizens have been so callously disempowered by the Bush regime that they are at last becoming wise to its lack of smarts other than those that hurt.

For one of several possible further perspectives on “empowerment economics,” please see the statement on that subject that accompanies the video by Canadian investigative journalist, Barrie Zwicker, which was recently sent to you by Val Scott, plus the further elaboration of that statement at http://www.forgivenessfirst.com/ffivaluing.htm .
Noel McInnis, Wilsonville, OR

