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It is commonly assumed that Religious Science has no position to take on social issues.  Nonetheless, although Religious Science is without specific positions on particular issues, social or otherwise, Ernest Holmes did articulate a general position that is pertinent to all issues.  In Holmes’ mind, it was quite possible to favor something without taking sides, and thus assume a non-polarizing position.  He declared this possibility in his final Sermon by the Sea:

It would be wonderful indeed if a group of persons should arrive on earth who were for something and against nothing.  This would be the summum bonum of human organization, wouldn't it?

Only from a dualistic perspective does our being for something simultaneously oppose us to something else.  The Science of Mind articulates the non-dualistic perspective of wholeness, which transcends oppositional thinking. The wholeness perspective is a common ground of perception from which all things may be  viewed as complementarities and synchronicities, and thus as components of a “dual unity” (Holmes’ term) rather than of a duality.

The wholeness perspective is embodied in one of the newest social science disciplines now emerging from numerous universities, non-profit organizations and public interest groups, the discipline of conflict resolution.  Conflict resolution, which may be defined as “the search for common ground,” consists of identifying what objectives antagonists have in common and assisting them in being for that, rather than being divided over their uncommonalities.

The Science of Mind aids us in the even deeper search for Ultimate Common Ground, the ground of being from which all things are eternally perceived from the wholeness perspective.  Accordingly, Holmes’ proclamation that “the perception of wholeness is the consciousness of healing” is a prescription for the healing of social issues and conditions as well as personal ones.

When we have learned to be for wholeness in all situations, we will thereby be against nothing in any situation.  This is one of those statements of truth which Holmes acknowledged as being far more easy to declare in principle than to embody in practice.  It is precisely because simple truths become easy truths only through practice that he conceived The Science of Mind as a practical spiritual philosophy.

There is at least one step Religious Science churches could take toward assisting advocacy of wholeness in the social arena without being against something(s) or someone(s).  We could provide a supportive, non-judgmental environment for those of us who feel moved to take particular positions on social issues, regardless of the sides we have taken, so that all concerned may find, celebrate and embody the perspective of our Ultimate Common Ground.

For those who are sincerely committed to recovery from dualistic thinking, we could even offer a 12-step program called “Againsters Anonymous.”


