International Forgiveness Day

Our Gift to the World

Rev. Kathianne Lewis proclaimed at February’s convention that to become a world religion, our movement needs a holiday like Easter, Passover, etc.  Thanks to our Golden Gate Center for Spiritual Living, we actually do have a holiday, which is well on its way to being global: International Forgiveness Day.

As the world’s first global holiday, International Forgiveness Day is our realization of Ernest Holmes’ vision in his final Sermon by the Sea: “It would be wonderful indeed if a group of persons should arrive on Earth who were for something and against nothing.”  By setting in motion a global consciousness of forgiveness, we perfectly fill this prescription, with an idea whose time on the planet is overdue.

Now in its third year, International Forgiveness Day is being observed at the Golden Gate Center on the first Sunday of August, in co-operation with the organization formed by Center members to globalize the holiday, the Worldwide Forgiveness Alliance.  Via other Alliance initiatives, International Forgiveness Day will also be observed by thousands of Protestant and Catholic churches, and be proclaimed as a city-wide holiday by several hundred mayors.  

Through the co-operation of the Celebration of Life (Religious Science) and Unity Today churches in San Carlos, CA, every Unity church worldwide is also being urged to observe the holiday.  Divine Science and the other three Religious Science denominations are likewise being networked for this purpose via the online services of CeleNet.Org and NewThought.Net.

It will be wonderful indeed to have every UCRS member church observe the holiday as well.

A growing inventory of resources for observing International Forgiveness Day is available on two websites, http://www.celenet.org/clcrs  and http://www.forgivenessday.org.  One plan for its observance is featured on the back of this announcement.

By the end of this year, millions of people worldwide will be informed of the International Forgiveness Day initiative via the Internet, and enrolled on behalf of its global observance on August 6, 2000, and every year thereafter on the first Sunday of August.  This date was chosen because, worldwide, there are fewer holidays in August than in any other month.  In the United States, for instance, it comes midway between July 4 and Labor Day in a month that presently features no holiday.

· International Forgiveness Day is one of several global initiatives that serve two additional visions:

· Vision 50M: attracting 50 million persons to Ernest Holmes’ teachings by the time of our movement’s 75th anniversary in the year 2002;

· Vision 600M: attracting 600 million persons (10% of the planet’s human population) to New Thought teachings, by the year 2005.

International Forgiveness Day

August 1, 1999
as co-operatively observed in combined Sunday services by
 Celebration of Life Church of Religious Science and Unity Church of Today,

(Rev. Noel Frederick McInnis and Rev. Charin Barone)

in San Carlos, CA
Forgiveness is the release of all hope for a better past.
–Alexa Young
In preparation for International Forgiveness Day – and defining forgiveness as "the release of negative attachment to the past" – we are focussing our messages throughout the month of July on forgiveness of self and others by the employment of Religious Science and Unity principles.  We are also urging our members to cease the practice of metaphysical scapegoating (a.k.a. "blaming") during the week preceding International Forgiveness Day, as follows:

Monday, July 26: Releasing negative attachments to (forgiving) my own consciousness.
The only thing that requires forgiveness is the perception that forgiveness is required. My access to that perception resides within myself, not out in the world.

Tuesday, July 27: Releasing negative attachments to (forgiving) my family, friends and other associates for whom I harbor resentments.
The people I resent are chronically being re-sent invitations to reside with me mentally and emotionally in negative consciousness and feelings.

Wednesday, July 28: Releasing negative attachments to (forgiving) races, colors & ethnic groups.
Wholesale resentment maximizes the company I keep in my mind for the purpose of reinforcing my own negativity. 

Thursday, July 29: Releasing negative attachments to (forgiving) gender and relationship issues.
These attachments tend to sustain my most highly prized resentments. 

Friday, July 30 : Releasing negative attachments to (forgiving) political parties, to economic classes, and to debts of all kinds, from personal to international.
These attachments justify my blaming of conditions – along with those who blame conditions differently than I do – for my own entertainment of negativity.

Saturday, July 31: Releasing negative attachments to (forgiving) nations and religions.
Wholesale blame distances me even more from acknowledging my own negativity.

Our Sunday, August 1, our shared message will address the release of negative attachments to (forgiving) God and other representations of "higher power."  We will invite those present to share highlights of their week-long release of negative attachments. 










