April 19, 1999

Dear Colleague:

It is with great joy and anticipation that I share with you the enclosed information about the second international holiday, International Forgiveness Day, celebrated this year on Sunday, August 1, 1999.

The first International Forgiveness Day was the brainchild of Bob Plath, who began and sustained a grassroots movement for this holiday that now reaches all the way to the White House and the seats of many foreign governments.  Along the way he has attracted some very powerful people to his idea, and they now claim his dream as their own.

This movement first came to my attention through another of my colleagues, Rev. Noel McInnis.  Rev. Noel and his church, Celebration of Life, as many of you already know, shares a cooperative Sunday service with me and my church, Unity Church of Today.  Rev. Noel currently sits on the Board of the Worldwide Forgiveness Alliance, and through our weekly meetings concerning our "cooperation" he has introduced Forgiveness Day to me.  And I am now introducing it to my own congregation.

I invite you to celebrate International Forgiveness Day by introducing it to your own congregation, that they might join in this good work, by introducing it in their homes, communities and companies.  Help us build momentum for healing in the profound way forgiveness can heal.

Decide to Forgive

Be the first to forgive

To smile and take the first step

For by forgiving

You become the master of fate

The doer of miracles

To forgive is the highest

Most beautiful form of love

In return you will receive

Untold peace and happiness



Robert Muller

Peace,

Charin R. Barone

