INTERNATIONAL FORGIVENESS DAY
August:  inspiring reverence or admiration; of supreme dignity or grandeur; majestic.

International Forgiveness Day, the first Sunday of every August in the new millennium – this year August 6, 2000 – is an inspiring reminder of the banner, the beacon, forgiveness offers for the solution to all of humanity's problems.  

Ethnic and religious wars, poverty, school and worldwide violence, environment deterioration, homelessness, prejudice and abuse could not exist without the revenge, resentment and hatred which fuel them to the terrible destruction and misery of our species, young and old alike.


The Worldwide Forgiveness Alliance therefore boldly asserts that the practice of forgiveness is absolutely necessary for mankind to not only survive but flourish and prosper as never before in history.  

Forgiveness is not something weak, half-hearted or wishy-washy, but rather calls for an all-out commitment to fully open up to forgiveness processes and/or to dialogue between victim and victimizer, between abuser and abused, between ethnic, racial, sexual, national, religious, or color groups where enmity of any type abounds.  

Therefore, the practice of forgiveness does not condone or allow abusive or harmful actions to continue – its practice is only accomplished within settings that set strong limits on such behaviors.  Therefore, in certain cases, punishment may be meted out, if appropriate, and workshops to prevent violence may be an adjunct included within those limits.  Within those limits the goal of forgiveness allows for a safe venting of anger, sadness, and of taking responsibility for ones own part in what occurred.  

Forgiveness thus requires a fully courageous effort to acknowledge its ultimate freeing and healing effects by making every effort to work through justified feelings of anger and revenge to become willing to forgive ultimately.


The time is ripe to do this because across the world the winds of evolution have brought us to the awareness that total forgiveness can be accomplished between all peoples for the first time. Now!

South Africa's Truth and Reconciliation Commission, under the tutelage of President Nelson Mandela and Archbishop Tutu, has openly provided a setting where those perpetrators of crime and violence can fully admit, confess and apologize for the damage they have caused to the people they have deeply injured.  And, in this safe setting those deeply injured people can speak or cry out their pain and hurt for their persecutors to listen to – all of this done on the basis that by being willing to really hear and actively participate and truly ask for pardon that pardon may be granted.

Archbishop Desmond Tutu stated:

"Without memory there is no healing.  Without forgiveness there is no future."

"Are there lessons from South Africa for the rest of the world?"

"I believe so," he replied, "especially about the illusory power of vengeance.  Vengeance destroys those it claims and those who become intoxicated with it."

"To pursue the path of healing for our nation," the Archbishop said, "we need to remember what we have endured.  But we must not simply pass on the violence of that experience through the pursuit of punishment.  We seek to do justice to the suffering without perpetuating the hatred aroused.  We think of this as restorative justice.

"We recognize that the past can't be remade through punishment.  Instead – since we know memories will persist for a long time – we aim to acknowledge those memories.  This is critical if we are to build a democracy of self-respecting citizens.  As a victim of injustice and oppression, you lose your sense of worth as a person, your dignity.  Restorative justice is focused on restoring the personhood that is damaged or lost.


"But restoring that sense of self means restoring memory – a recognition that what happened to you happened.  You are not crazy.  Something seriously evil happened to you.  And the nation believes you.  That acknowledgment is crucial if healing is to go on and if the undercurrents of conflict are not to be left simmering, as they have been so many times in so many parts of the world."








Archbishop Desmond Tutu


I believe this revolutionary process in South Africa and around the world is occurring because for the first time the amount of child and people abuse that preceded this new millennium has been reduced to the point that our present worldwide generations are enlightened enough to now stop the endless cycle of hate and violence, top dog - underdog cycles with firmness, with forgiveness, with compassion and love.


Therefore, International Forgiveness Day sends a tremendous signal to all of humanity that a truly new and revolutionary day is arising in the world.  The banners of forgiveness – a blue banner, a green banner, and a white banner with International Forgiveness Day emblazoned upon them – are now beginning to be courageously carried by more and more representatives of every nation across the globe.


Our goal this Year 2000 – the Year of the Jubilee, the Year that has been honored for forgiveness of debt – a year within which many nations have already agreed to forgive the enormous trillions of dollars of debt of 37 third world nations – is to have every nation, big or little, have one representative of International Forgiveness Day by August 6, 2000.


Forgiveness is thus certainly the wave of the 21st Century – it truly is the key to happiness and certainly offers everything we could ever want.


Please come join us therefore to create this wondrous day of forgiveness, peace and safety for the world over.

Robert W. Plath, Founder

International Forgiveness Day
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