Staid (and Staying) in the Grace

The mills of the Gods not only grind slowly as they grind exceedingly fine, they often tend to grind via indirection. Accordingly, via what initially seemed like an ungodly indirection that was consequent to a "wrong" turn I made last night after leaving the AVN meeting, I had a looooong drive home . . .during which my mind delivered the project I had scheduled for this morning, and which I completed (except for this morning's 6:30 a.m.-plus "finishing touches") be fore going to bed at 2:30 a.m. 

As you can thus see, I got my usual four hours of sleep, which tends to happen no matter when it begins - although in this case I was so wired by our connection that I was at most only half asleep for the first hour.

My mind is now delivering the ingredients with which to recipe our “Stay in the Grace” song-writing project.

One possible form that I envision this project taking is a CD single featuring the song, "Stay in the Grace!", followed by commentary that segues from the theme of the song into an invitation to observe International Forgiveness Day (which will also be featured in the liner notes), as well as a forward glance toward the CD that will be composite of New Thought musicians' songs on forgiveness that you and I will co-produce with Don Wood. The initial “Stay in the Grace!” CD would be accompanied by a fractal recurrence of the "pet rock" concept in the form of a small stone paperweight that also says "Stay in the Grace!" The thereby legally stoned CD could be sold for the laughably low price of $5 or so, thus paying for itself and modestly setting in motion initial financing of the cost of the larger CD's production for which you, Don, and I would share a pre-determined modest production fee as its sales on behalf of International Forgiveness Day thereby make possible.

I'm open to other forms - or a variation of the above - so long as the result advances everything else we wish to accomplish on behalf of a perceptual makeover of humankind's mindset by anchoring within it the thought form (also variously known as "thought atmosphere," mental equivalent," and "meme") of forgiveness.

So much, at the moment, for form. As to content, here’s a heap of grist:

The term "grace" is often defined as "undeserved" or "unearned" good. I myself never use the word deserve, except in the inquiry, "Has anybody here ever seen a deserve? Until I am shown one, I will continue to suspect that no such thing exists."  And I am willing to use the word "unearned" only when it is defined as something we do not create for ourselves.

Grace is neither creatable, nor conferrable by human effort. It becomes real in one's experience only as the inward experience of one's acceptance of his/her own acceptance by the universe/the cosmos/God at large, an acceptance that is (whether by Newton's law or God's) no respecter of persons, as it impartially rains on, reins in, and reigns over all concerned. (Matthew 5:45)

In other words: "grace" is the magnum opus version of my favorite definition of luck: "the intersection of preparation with opportunity.”

Example: when Paul was graced by Jesus' intersection with his journey on the road to Damascus, he had spent many years of diligent - however resistant - preparation for that opportunity. (Acts 9:1-17) The encounter was fractally reminiscent of Joseph's forgiving pronouncement to his brothers that what they intended for evil, God intended for good. (Genesis 50:15-21)

My four favorite definitions of grace come from Carl Rogers, Leo Buscaglia, Edna Ballard, and Paul Tillich (whose sermon on grace I encountered first and experienced a perceptual makeover on the spot:

* Carl Rogers' definition of grace was "unconditional positive regard" (though he probably never said that "grace” was what he had thus defined).

* Leo Buscaglia’s understanding of the Sanskrit term, “Namasté,” of which term "Stay in the grace" is my rough translation, was as follows: "I honor the place within you where the universe resides: I honor the place within you of love, of light, of truth, of peace; I honor the place within you where, if you are in that place in you, and I am in that place in me, there is only one of us. Namasté!

* Edna Ballard: “This is Grace: the way whereby we keep the balance to everything in the universe, but correct our mistakes harmoniously instead of through suffering.”
(NOTE: An extended version of this definition follows my signature block, below.

* Paul Tillich defined grace in terms of "You Are Accepted," arguably the most powerful sermon on grace ever given other than the parable of the prodigal son (Luke 15:11-31), which did not originate with Jesus, who merely passed along a familiar wisdom teaching of his time. Yet both of these sermons ultimately pale in contrast to the sermons that were lived by Jesus, Gandhi, and ML King in the spirit of a humble nun's statement many years ago, "I'd rather be a prayer than give one." 
A copy of Tillich’s sermon will be sent to you via a subsequent attachment.

I'm quite ceertain that this heap of grist is sufficient to begin with, if not for all time.

Stay in the grace
which is the place
where together
we are won.

Noel

Edna Ballard:
This is Grace: the way whereby we keep the balance to everything in the universe, but correct our mistakes harmoniously instead of through suffering. Every human being is always shown the harmonious way to make all balance needed in his life first; but if he will not hear or will not listen, then he compels himself to balance the account with the law of equilibrium from which there is no such thing as escape.

This is why Jesus, the incarnation of Light, said: "Moses brought law, but I bring Grace." It was the conscious understanding of this application that made him also say: "My yoke is easy and my burden is Light. Come unto Me all ye that are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." These words were not idly spoken. They carry a very great sense of Freedom when understood from this viewpoint. This is also the Law of Forgiveness. When we forgive anything we give something for that thing. Then, if we call upon the Law of Forgiveness and ask to be kept under Grace, and not under karmic law, we will find a harmonious way out of every inharmonious situation. For the Diamond Self in each one of us will open the channel whereby all adjustment that is necessary can and will be made harmoniously. This is also coming back into the Father's House, and it is His good pleasure to give us the Kingdom. The Kingdom is perfect, harmonious activity, every part with every other part. This is Grace.

The above is quoted from Ballard's still larger definition of Grace at http://www.ascension-research.org/grace.html
