ERNEST HOLMES: CONSCIOUS EVOLUTIONARY

Holmes' vision, therefore, became that of a world of transformed individuals. Holmes envisioned the transformation of our entire species and of the planet on which we live. He envisioned nothing less than the emergence of a new human species. His faith in such a metamorphosis was once asserted as follows:

Those who bear witness in consciousness do not need to retire from life. The great man is he who, in the midst of the crowd, can keep with perfect simplicity the independence of his solitude.  It is not in the mountain or the temple in Jerusalem; it is in our own heart, our own mind, our own consciousness, our own being, where we live twenty-four hours a day, awake or asleep, that that eternal share of the Infinite comes to us, because 

Only that which gives me back myself can save me; only that which leads me to the God within myself can reveal God.  And only that person can do it to whom the vision has come through his own efforts, through the gift of God.

Those who take the view that human beings, collectively, are the instrument by which the evolutionary process is awakening to self-knowledge and self-direction, are called "conscious evolutionaries." The most widely recognized conscious evolutionaries of the 20th century have been Teilhard de Chardin and Sri Aurobindo. A lesser known but equally inspired conscious evolutionary was Ernest Holmes. Only now is it becoming recognized that his philosophy, the Science of Mind, is a full-blown statement of conscious evolution. Along with such notable early conscious evolutionaries as Teilhard de Chardin and Sri Aurobindo (whose Divine Life Holmes read annually in his final years), Ernest Holmes was among the first in our era to recognize and teach about our evolutionary role. It was clear to Holmes, for instance, that the Universal Consciousness in which we participate is far from finished with fashioning the human species.

Corpses = debugging.

Holmes was among a handful of early twentieth-century conscious evolutionaries, which including Teilhard de Chardin and Sri Aurobindo (whose book, The Divine Life, Holmes read many times). Ernest Holmes was a conscious evolutionary. A conscious evolutionary is someone who realizes that in human beings the cosmic evolutionary process is becoming aware of itself, and is taking direction of itself—for better or worse—through the agency of human activity. A conscious evolutionary realizes the importance of living in coherent union with the principles that govern the process of evolutionary unfoldment. Such union—our co-operation with the universal principles that govern overall cosmic destiny—is the path to chosen, conscious, ultimate communion and union with God. To be in conscious communion and union with God means being in co-operative partnership with God. Via our awareness of and alignment with the principles that govern Creation, we and God become co-creative partners in the further unfoldment of our own individual destinies as well as of the evolutionary destiny of our planet.

This is the First Law of Conscious Evolution: we command evolution insofar as we are in coherent union with the governing principles that make it work.
Introduction

From 1983 to 1995 I devoted approximately 2000 hours editing Barbara’s work.  This included one of the most profound books on self-dominion since Ernest Holmes wrote the Science of Mind textbook: Barbara’s commentary on the New Testament, entitled The Book of Co-Creation, the concluding portion of which has been published as Revelation: Our Crisis Is a Birth.  

There is actually very little – except for details – in her current book on Conscious Evolution that does not also appear in The Book of Co-Creation.
The Book of Co-Creation is an extensive elaboration of Ernest Holmes’ assertion in the Science of Mind textbook: “When we use our creative imagination in strong faith, it will create for us, out of the One Substance, whatever we have formed in thought. In this way man becomes a Co-Creator with God.” (157/2)

Hubbard’s book is about assuming our role as co-creators with the Divine. It is about the birth of a new species of human beings in our lifetime – not a brand new physical species of creature-human beings who are somewhat more conscious than we are, but a "born again" metaphysical species of fully conscious human beings.

The Book of Co-Creation tells us that we have reached the culmination of Homo sapiens' dominion on this planet, and that a new, universal human, Homo univeralis, is coming on the scene to establish the dominion of union with the Divine for which this planet is destined.  Each of us is to give birth to the universal human within himself or herself by establishing co-creative congruence with the One Mind, Power and Presence in which we live, move and have our being. In other words, each of us is to establish co-creative self-dominion.

Ernest Holmes intuited everything that is today associated with and represented as “conscious evolution.”  During his last years, he annually read The Divine Milieux , the 2000-page treatise on conscious evolution by Sri Aurbobindo that compares only with the work of  the West’s most prominent conscious evolutionary, Teilhard de Chardin.

What Holmes called “Science of Mind” is applied conscious evolution, especially the practice of spiritual mind treatment, whose objective of evoking direct realization of truth qualifies it as a conscious evolutionary tool.  

"For all practical purposes, Science of Mind consciousness makes us co-creative with God," McInnis asserts. "My life's purpose is to assist people in learning and practicing the spirit of co-creative consciousness on behalf of evolving a positive future for us all."

My purpose is to recontext—not re-language the Science of Mind within the thought-form of "conscious evolution" that is emerging from the work of Marilyn Ferguson, Barbara Marx Hubbard, Louise Hay, Peter Russell, Brian Swimme, Deepak Chopra, Wayne Dyer and so many others. Just as Holmes once did, these people are recasting the perennial philosophy of One-Mindedness in contemporary terminology. They are not, however, providing what Religious Science provides: a fully supported, practical, applied  philosophy of conscious evolution.

My workshop description:

We are living in one of the most critical times since the 'Big Bang' set the universe in motion 15-billion-years ago. We are rapidly awakening to our shared consciousness as a global species, just as we awoke tens of thousands of years ago to individual consciousness.As we awaken, we are discovering that Earth's destiny is no longer on automatic pilot, because we are exerting an increasingly conscious influence on the energetic and environmental processes that determine the course of evolution. 
 Today, a relative handful of human beings, by employing Science of Mind consciousness with evolutionary intent, can have an enormous influence on the destiny of our own and all other species, and on the planet as a whole.

This workshop reviews the latest trends in scientific discovery, religious experience and current affairs, with particular emphasis on how its participants may have a positive evolutionary influence on the destiny of all lifekind.

THE AWAKENING OF SHARED CONSCIOUSNESS

Ernest Holmes, who initiated the Science of Mind philosophy, once wrote: soul is on never-ending journey.    

As the soul's journey progresses, it becomes increasingly difficult to distinguish the soul from the journey. As John Steinbeck wrote: "A journey is like a person in itself: no two are alike, and all plans, safeguards, policing and coercion are fruitless. We find after years of struggle that we do not take a trip. A trip takes us."

Everything in the universe springs from an absolute silence equally distrbuted everywhere.  —Ernest Holmes (Papers, pp. 102-3)

There is a song at the center of everything. The music of the spheres is no illusion. We must uncover the song and permit it to saturate our souls with joy. —E.H.

From Craig Carter:
[E.H. had red hair when young. A great hugger.]

[Not willing to live without beauty.]

[Of high consciousness with feet on ground.]

In Religious Science we deal with first cause, first hand.

Be simple, be direct and tell the truth to one another.

God is unique in each of us. Therefore, the first thing to study is to be ourselves.

A R.S. minister cannot go without treatment, though a cobbler's kids can go without shoes.

We must grasp the Zen moment of now.

When all of the argument between religions is over, we'll finally discover that, whetever there is, there is only one of it.

My knowledge of God is God's knowledge of me, at the level of my knowledge of God.

Say what you are listening to.

The only authority that a Religious Science minister has is what his own consciousness creates.

When the time comes that nothing goes forth from you other than that which you would be glad to have in return, then you will have reached your heaven.

The conscious use of spiritual power is the finest of arts because it has deep feeling. It is the greatest of all intellectual perceptions because it is the most penetrating. It is scientific in that it deals with law and order.



