Fulfilling New Thought’s Planetary Vision 

As All of Us Reach Farther Than Any of Us

New Thought is sometimes criticized for its presumed lack of a social dimension. This overlooks the fact that one of New Thought’s founders, Ernest Holmes, was a planetary visionary who foresaw the global transformation of human society. A means for planetary transformation in keeping with Holmes' New Thought-friendly vision is now at hand.

Ernest Holmes asserted that Divine Intelligence was not yet finished with the process of fashioning the human species, and foresaw our global metamorphosis:

Man as we now know him is incomplete, and those vague feelings and subtle senses of interior awareness which arise within him are gentle but persistent prophecies of still greater achievements….  We are a part of the evolution of human destiny, we are a part of the unfoldment of the Divine Intelligence in human affairs.  [This unfoldment] has reached the point of conscious and deliberate cooperation with that principle of evolution and out-push of the creative urge of the Spirit, on this planet at least, to bring about innumerable centers which It may enjoy.

Holmes further asserted:  

The world is undergoing the death throes of an old order and the travail of a new birth, and whether or not it remains suspended in a state of indeterminate coma or passes immediately into the Heaven of Divine Promise, will depend entirely upon how many of its ancient corpses it is willing to loose.  It is as certain as that the laws of nature are immutable, that some day this transition will take place, some day the world will be reborn, resurrected into a consciousness of unity, cooperation, love and collective security.

Holmes's prescription for our species’ planetary resurrection is cited in two brief sentences from his final and prophetic Sermon by the Sea (Asilomar, 1959).  The first of these sentences is frequently quoted, though without a full appreciation of all that Holmes invested in its meaning: 

It would be wonderful indeed if a group of persons should arrive on earth who were for something and against nothing. This would be the summum bonum [highest good] of human organization, wouldn't it?  
The Sermon by the Sea elaborated on Holmes’s prescription for our highest good:

· Find me one person who is for something and against nothing, who is redeemed enough not to condemn others out of the burden of his soul, and I will find another savior, another Jesus, and an exalted human being.

· Find me one person who no longer has any fear of the universe, or of God, or of man, or of anything else, and you will have brought to me someone in whose presence we may sit, and fear shall vanish as clouds before the sunlight….

· Find me one person who can get his own littleness out of the way and he shall reveal to me the immeasurable magnitude of the Universe in which I live.

· Find me one person who knows how to talk to God, really, and I shall walk with him through the woods and everything that seems inanimate will respond – the leaves of the trees will clap their hands, the grass will grow soft under him.

· Find me one person who communes with cause and effect, and…the evening star will sing to him and the darkness will turn to light.  Through him, as the woman who touched the hem of the garment of Christ was healed, shall I be healed of all loneliness forever….  

· Find me one person who has so completely divorced from himself all arrogance, and you will have discovered for me an open pathway to the kingdom of God here and now.        

· Find me somebody who has detached his emotional and psychological ego from the real self, without having to deny the place it plays in the scheme of things and without slaying any part of himself because the transcendence is there also, and I will have discovered the Ineffable in this individual and a direct pathway for the communion of my own soul.

Holmes estimated that a group of one thousand persons who were thus for something and against nothing could transform the world, whereupon "[T]he living Spirit shall through us walk anew into Its own creation and a new glory come with a new dawn."

The glorious new dawn that will attend the resurrection of our species was a theme of Holmes’ final book, The Voice Celestial:  

The future man shall be so far above

The race that walks the earth today he would

Appear among us as a god; yet he

Will be the common man; nor will there be

Such selfish aims as now divide mankind;

Illusion of false values will dissolve

Into their native nothingness and things

Ephemeral and transient of this earth

Shall pass away, and by the second birth,

The field of consciousness shall so expand

All sons of earth shall reach the Promised Land.

Fulfilling Holmes’ Vision: International Forgiveness Day
An effective means of fulfilling Holmes’ planetary vision has been initiated by members of the Golden Gate Center for Spiritual Living in Corte Madera, CA.  They are calling for an annual global day of forgiveness in all of the world's 300+ nations and territories on the first Sunday of each August (see www.forgivenessday.org).  From their perspective, to forgive is to be for something and against nothing, and by globalizing the healing spirit of forgiveness we are fulfill Holmes’ vision is follows:

· Four decades ago humankind adopted its first global spiritual icon, the image of the Whole Earth.  This symbol of unity and oneness transcends all religious, ethnic, political, social, economic and other organizational and cultural structures that divide us. Thus far, the image of our planet is the only symbol of wholeness - conflict transcended by co-operation - with which every human being can easily and readily identify.
· It is now time to establish an annual worldwide holiday that also represents the transcendence of all divisiveness via the same universality and wholeness of spirit that is inherent in the Whole Earth image: namely, an annual International Forgiveness Day.
· An annual worldwide day of forgiveness is a holiday whose time is at hand, as it is becomes increasingly probable that a critical mass of receptivity to forgiveness is emerging in humankind's collective consciousness. This receptivity represents humanity's potential willingness to resolve the grievances that fragment our societies and environments, a willingness that is susceptible to facilitation and actualization on a global scale.
· Because our political leaders see themselves as the custodians of their constituency's grievances, humankind's growing receptivity to forgiveness must become plainly evident to these leaders as the direction in which their constituencies are moving.  The originators of the International Forgiveness Day initiative are convinced that when hundreds of millions of individuals and groups in the 300+ nations and territories are observing International Forgiveness Day annually worldwide, national and international leaders will be persuaded to make it the world's first official global holiday.
· Hence our strategy of assembling a global parade of forgiveness that will inspire the world's leaders to get in front of it.
As thousands of Religious Scientists observe International Forgiveness Day in their churches this coming August 4, we will – as Ernest Holmes’ ultimate gift to the world – be anchoring a powerful seed crystal of transformative consciousness in a planetary thought atmosphere that has been prepared to receive this seeding by the annual December 31 World Peace Meditations begun 16 years ago in 1986.

The “carrier wave” for the IFD initiative is an e-mailed Weekly Guide to Choosing Forgiveness that provides subscribers worldwide with a New Thought perspective on forgiveness and directs them to resources for observing International Forgiveness Day in their own churches, organizations and communities.  You may subscribe at www.choosingforgiveness.org/announcement.htm, or via an e-mail to noelmcinnnis@choosingforgiveness.org.

Please feel free to copy and forward this announcement to others,

or to direct them, via an e-mail message, to www.choosingforgiveness.org/announcement.htm.
