
TEN METATRENDS

 1. The quest for world peace


non-adversarial consciousness

 2. Caring for the Earth


replenishing the Earth


relating to abundance as means

 3. Caring for those who suffer


facilitate world healing as well as individual healing


well-being services  [example: tricycleros]

 4. Globalization of Christianity


speak the mind that was in Christ

 5. Quest for organic community


facilitate with structures for belonging


networking

 6. Quest for a new, clear energy


the highest technology of no technology (affirmative prayer)


matching our treatments with featments  

 7. Emergence of a new species


make way for homo custodiens


described by Ernest Holmes

 8. Emergence of transcendental monism in scientific cosmology

 9. The renaissance of virtue

10. The quest for wholeness and belonging 

11. We are living on the threshold of an evolutionary discontinuity
SEVEN METATRENDS:

Religious Science in the Age of Re-invention

Our Age of Re-invention

Humankind is currently bracketed in an historical parenthesis, between the no longer workable and the not yet manageable, a transition that we experience as the "future shock" of accelerating change and growing amnesia for the forms and formalities that shaped our past.  Yet we are not mere between-Agers.  Though seemingly adrift amidst the waning Industrial Age and the waxing Communications Age, we are actually immersed in a definable Age of our own, the Age of Re-invention. 

Re-invention is occuring in all institutions and institutionalized functions: government, industry, labor, military defense, education, religion, medicine, the media, the job market, courtship, marriage--nothing is exempt.  As we accommodate the consequences of our globalized electronic and economic networks and moderate our ecological impact on the planet, every localized pattern of relationship and communication, whether political, social, economic, ethnic, spiritual or otherwise, will either give way to more globally compatible forms or become extinct.  And even though we have barely comprehended the futurist commandment to "act locally while thinking globally," we are already sensing a further requirement to think cosmically.

Our ultimate re-invention will be ourselves.  In forming a unified (not uniform) planetary community, we are also becoming the humankind addressed in the commandment--as yet unfulfilled--to "replenish the Earth" (Genesis 1:28, 9:7).  We are midwifing the next hominid species, homo custodiens, a species whose character was aptly described by Ernest and Fenwick Holmes in The Voice Celestial:

           The future man shall be so far above

           The race that walks the earth today he would

           Appear among us as a god; yet he

           Will be the common man; nor will there be

           Such selfish aims as now divide mankind;

           Illusion of false values will dissolve

           Into their native nothingness and things

           Ephemeral and transient of this earth

           Shall pass away, and by the second birth,

           The field of consciousness shall so expand

           All sons of earth shall reach the Promised Land.

The Re-invention of New Thought Metaphysics

The New Thought metaphysical movement is also in the process of re-inventing itself in some areas, while resisting it in others.  We have been inspired by John Naisbitt's inventory of "megatrends" to characterize these metaphysical re-inventions as metatrends.  The first three metatrends described below are unfolding from within the New Thought movement, while the remaining four unfold around it.  Each of these metatrends has major implications for the re-invention of Religious Science--not of the Truth that Religious Science teaches, but of the way this Truth is taught.

Together, the following seven metatrends will profoundly affect our ministries.  It is time for us to be asking, "how profoundly will our ministries affect these metatrends?"

METATREND #1: The third generational impulse.

New Thought, including Religious Science, is exemplifying a typical generational cycle: 

•
Its founders re-visioned and articulated eternal principles in  contemporary terms;  

•
The next generation institutionalized the dissemination and teaching of the founders' re-visions;  

•
The third generation, now in its maturity, is concerned with living the eternal principles.  This concern is the basis of the next two metatrends.

METATREND #2: The re-orientation to Spirit.

The second New Thought generation diligently addressed the question, "How can Spirit serve my mind and body?"  The third New Thought generation, asking "How can my mind and body serve Spirit as well?" is enhancing its attention to "the Power" with a deeper appreciation of "the Presence." The result is a blend of the longstanding concern for well-doing with a newer concern for well-being.  Thus, for instance, while the achievement of material prosperity remains a major emphasis, it is today more likely to be represented as a by-product of inner richness--seeking first the kingdom.

METATREND #3: The socialization of the metaphysical impulse.

Growing awareness of our abundant interiority is invoking an inner peace movement, which manifests as an impulsion to speak affirmatively on social issues and to act beneficially upon shared concerns.  Potential outcomes of this impulsion: a shift away from the we-vs.-they paradigm toward non-adversarial consciousness; and, as an alternative to reactive welfare services that perpetuate self-helplessness and defeat, the creation of proactive well-being services that assist with self-empowerment and fruition.

METATREND #4: The globalization of the metaphysical perspective.

In 1948, astronomer Fred Hoyle observed that "Once a photograph of the Earth, taken from the outside, is available . . . a new idea as powerful as any in history will let loose."  The whole-Earth symbol is humankind's first spiritual icon.  While religious icons tend to enshrine specific historical and cultural distinctions, spiritual icons transcend all such distinctions.  The consciousness evoked by the whole-Earth image represents our species' first shared intuition of oneness.  Pertinent attention to our planetary oneness in Religious Science teaching would address humankind's increased yearning toward a common spiritual destiny.  Essentially, this requires of us a deeper realization that there is only One Body as well as only One Mind.

METATREND #5: The emergence of a secular monistic cosmology.

Contemporary science is supplementing its earlier cosmology of isolation with a new cosmology of "undivided wholeness."  Although scientific descriptions of this wholeness are suggestive of Religious Science perspectives on mind and consciousness, our realization of this potential requires that the Science of Mind be presented in more contemporary terms--the language of our day rather than of Ernest Holmes' time.  As this is done, Religious Science may become ideally suited to articulate spiritual implications of the emerging secular cosmology of wholeness, implications that are otherwise likely to remain obscured in the esotericism of quantum-relativistic scientese.  

METATREND #6: The New Age quest for 'powers' and wholeness

The so-called New Age represents an irresistable impulse to examine realms of human experience that science has abandoned.  For many persons, who are unfulfilled by the pursuit of economic and political power, the New Age reflects an interest in such alternative 'powers' as divination, astral travel, mediumship and crystals.  For many others it reflects renewed interest in the nurture of their overall well-being via other 'technologies' like massage, nutrition, and group trainings.  Such adventuring into mental physics leaves many or most New Agers still engrossed in manipulating the realm of appearances, a condition that Religious Science seeks to transcend.  Nevertheless, it is appropriate to respect the New Age impulse as an entry point into metaphysics rather than to discredit it as a wrong turn.  Spiritual arrogance is bound to alienate millions of potential and eventual Religious Science congregants. 

METATREND #7:  The re-discovery of virtue.

American society, as evidenced in the popularity of The Closing of the American Mind and of more recent books on ethical management, is taking a second look at the moral anarchy resulting from modern value relativism--the denial that any behavior is more ethical than any other.  New Thought metaphysics, including the Science of Mind, seems to epitomize this dilemma.  Although its principle of "right action" provides an excellent ethical standard, New Thought appears to sanction moral anarchy with the contradictory insistence that "there is no right or wrong."  The appearance of moral anarchy is further reinforced by some who cite this cliche as justification for gross lapses of integrity. In keeping with New Thought's own integrity, it is appropriate to quote the entire phrase, "there is no right or wrong, but thinking makes it so," and then to acknowledge that the Original Thinker did make it so via the principle of right action.  Such acknowledgment will, of course, be effective only as it clearly articulates criteria by which to distinguish action that is "right" from action that is not.  This is one of our greatest challenges. 

Religious Science at the Crossroad

Religious Science is highly susceptible to inclusion in the no longer workable, unless it becomes more accommodating of the not yet manageable.  For example, non-accommodation of metatrends #6 and #7 will assure for Religious Science an increasingly minor role.  And however successful it may be in relating to these, non-accommodation of metatrends #4 and #5 will still exclude Science of Mind from the emerging paradigm of credibility.  

Ernest Holmes set millions of persons on a path that was described nearly a century earlier in Ralph Waldo Emerson's prophecy that America would introduce a pure religion: 

There shall be a new church founded on moral science; at first cold and naked, a babe in a manger again, the algebra and mathematics of ethical law.  The church of men to come, without shawms or psaltery or sackbut; but it will have heaven and earth for its beams and rafters; science for symbol and illustration; it will fast enough gather beauty, music, picture, poetry.  It shall send man home to his central solitude.  The nameless power, the super-personal heart--he shall repose alone on that.  He needs only his own verdict.  

Our effectiveness in responding to the metatrends overviewed above will be measured in two ways: 

•
by the quality and amount of warmth and color we add to a Science of Mind that is still rather cold and naked;

•
by the extent to which Religious Science makes full use of the two technologies most capable of conveying the next great spiritual impulsion: the audio, video and broadcast media; and the extensive computer networking and conferencing support required for effective communciation among those who are moving Ernest Holmes' vision to its long-deserved larger public.

*******************  

We acknowledge that this brief overview of metatrends is neither exhaustive nor definitive.  We offer it, instead, as an outline of work in progress. 

                      Rev. Noel and Rita McInnis 

                           5624 S. 4th St.

                         Arlington, VA 22204     
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